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From the East of Grand Lodge
RICHARD JAMES STEWART

Brethren,

As I begin my second year as your Grand Master, I cannot help but reflect upon some of
the challenges I faced during my first year at the helm of the third oldest Grand Lodge in
the world and the first Grand Lodge in the Western Hemisphere.

Our Grand Lodge will soon celebrate 279 years of dedication and commitment to the
ideals of Freemasonry in Massachusetts: a proud milestone, and for me, a reason to feel
that it is an honor and privilege to belong. Every one of our 35,000 Massachusetts
Masons is a member of Grand Lodge. We all share the same rights and privileges of
Masonry enumerated in our charters from Grand Lodge.

Today Grand Lodge and each of your lodges are faced with identical challenges: how to
grow our membership— the lifeblood of our fraternity, how to maintain our buildings,
how to develop programs that engage and retain our members, and how to deal with
inevitable financial issues.

[ spoke about investing in the future of our great fraternity during the December
Quarterly Communication. I announced that we were in the process of setting up a lis-
tening tour in nine areas around the state. The objective was to sit with members and lis-
ten to issues and topics of concern to you.

I must say that these meetings have been very informative and productive: many mis-
conceptions about Grand Lodge were discussed and cleared up. The feedback has been
extremely positive. One of the more common statements heard was, “This is the first
time in all my years as a Mason that the Grand Lodge has come down to our level to lis-
ten to the membership.” I have assured meeting attendees that there will be another lis-
tening tour next year.

Once again, my brethren, I know I ask much of you. I need your continued support on
this journey “Back to the Future.” I ask on behalf of this fraternity we hold so dear and
love so deeply.

Cordially and fraternally,
Richard James Stewart
Grand Master
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The 2011 Rookie Award Dinner

by Bro. John Doherty

Photas by W, Phil Nowlan

In 2009, the Membership Development Committee launched a
new program aimed at promoting engagement by getting new
Masons involved with their lodges. Twenty-six men completed
the requirements of the program and received their Master Mason
Rookie Award. TRowEL Magazine featured six of these Rookies
on the cover of the Winter, 2009 issue.

There were so many 2011 Rookies, we couldn’t get them all
into a single photograph for this issue’s cover!

In what has become a highlight of the Rookie Program, 100
Masons (including 78 Rookies) attended this year’s awards din-
ner hosted by Grand Master Richard J. Stewart. In addition to
enjoying an excellent meal at the Grand Lodge building in
Boston. Rookies are able to spend time in an informal setting
with the Grand Master, who shared his thoughts on the condition
of the fraternity and his aspirations for its future. The lively
exchange of questions and answers that followed his remarks
kept the Grand Master on his feet for more than one and a half
hours.

The Master Mason Rookie Award is undoubtedly one of the
most popular and successful initiatives undertaken in recent
years. Current Membership Development Chairman, Rt. Wor.
Kenneth W. Sprague Jr. reports over 220 Rookies since 2009.
These men in turn have sponsored over 200 new Masons.

The program requires each participant to complete eleven
activities; five activities are required while six others can be
selected from a list of ten optional activities. The list has been
subtly modified since 2009, but still includes such things as
attending regular lodge communications, working at a lodge
social activity, attending LOI meetings, sponsoring one candi-
date, assisting in setting up a lodge room, or attending a Masonic
memorial service. Successful candidates receive a Grand Lodge
certificate from the Grand Master and are presented a Rookie
lapel pin during the visit to their lodge by the District Deputy
Grand Master.

The Rookie Program has spawned another membership devel-
opment program named the Masonic Builder’s Award, which is
available to all Masons and is structured in much the same way
as the Rookie Program (see page 23). ]
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The Grand Master’s Address

s I welcome you to this December Quarterly
Communication of our Most Worshipful Grand
Lodge, I find it hard to believe that a full year has passed
since you elected me to serve as your eighty-seventh Grand
Master.

Much of a Grand Master’s first year is given over to
establishing new relations or renewing old relationships
with other Grand Lodges. This work continued during the
past quarter. While attending the session of the Grand
Lodge of Pennsylvania, I was pleased to present our pres-
tigious Henry Price Medal to Rt. Wor. Grand Master
Thomas K. Sturgeon in recognition of his courage in bring-
ing sweeping changes to his jurisdiction. Being in the mag-
nificent Philadelphia Masonic Temple is inspirational in
itself, but T was deeply impressed to witness the long pro-
cession of presentations made to the Grand Lodge by vari-
ous lodges and groups; by the end of the day, gifts of
$41.000 had been gratefully received by the Grand Master.

[ was pleased to accept invitations to sessions in a num-
ber of sister jurisdictions and during the quarter attended
the Grand Lodge of North Carolina, the Grand Lodge of
Delaware, the Grand Lodge of Maryland, the Grand Lodge
of Newfoundland and Labrador, and the Grand Lodge of
Washington in the District of Columbia,

For the first time, all six New England jurisdictions took
part in our October Square and Compasses Day. Early
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reports from the six Grand Lodges
indicate that they welcomed many

potential candidates during the October 15 open-house
event.

Serving Our Own Lodges

I am pleased also by the large number of invitations from
our Massachusetts lodges. Grand Lodge officers performed
installations of officers in Pacific Lodge in Amherst, Mount
Moriah Lodge in Westfield, Old Colony Lodge in Hing-
ham, The Meadows Lodge in East Longmeadow, Wilbra-
ham Masonic Lodge, and The Lodge of Saint Andrew and
Winslow Lewis Lodge, both in Boston.

A large suite of officers accompanied me to Needham,
where we had the honor of rededicating the cornerstone of
Town Hall during the town’s Three Hundredth Anniver-
sary. Grand Lodge officers were asked to conduct three
other rededications of Masonic buildings: in Hingham,
Medway, and Saugus.

Support for DeMolay

The Grand Master attended the installation of officers in
both Cape Cod Chapter in Centerville and in Worcester
Chapter. Most Wor. Past Grand Master Roger Pageau, who
is an honorary member of the International Supreme
Council, attended the installation of officers of the newly
formed Ben Franklin Chapter in Grafton; Bro. Pageau also

. Prior to opening, the ladies of the
Grand Secretary’s Office, who serve
as judges, assisted with the 2011 Sec-
retary of the Year Awards. This year's
awards were presented to RW Ken-
neth W. Sprague Jr., Converse Lodge,
and RW Joseph R. Bridge, Esoteric-
Sherwood Lodge. >

(L to R) Grand Secretary Jeff Gardiner,
Bro. Sprague, Pat Latham, the Grand
Master, Lisa Hastings, Bro. Bridge.




attended the Wakefield Chapter in Wakefield, where the
chapter received its Letters Temporary. We now have six-
teen DeMolay chapters in Massachusetts and strong inter-
est exists for chapters in western Massachusetts.

Other Activities

After reminding lodges and reinforcing M.W. Bro. Lover-
ing’s edict regarding suspension for non-payment of dues,
we have reduced suspensions by some 43% during the
2011 Masonic year.

The Master Mason Rookie Award Program has become
one of the most successful initiatives of the Membership
Development Committee. Rookies have sponsored over
200 Master Masons since the program was introduced and
this number grows every month.

The recently formed MHS Representative Program is off
to a great start. The thirty-two representatives appointed by
Chairman Rt. Wor. Paul Cataldo have begun their visits to
lodges in their districts. These visits, designed to inform
members of the many health care services available
through the Masonic Health System, have generated a dra-
matic increase in calls to MHS for answers to their health
care needs.

Changes to the Grand Constitutions

Proposals were formally presented that would change
two sections of the Grand Constitutions:

Section 330 — Grand Lodge Dues, which contains the
formula for calculation of annual dues owed to Grand
Lodge, would be changed. This change if approved,
would result in a dues amount of $60 for the fiscal year
2013, which begins in September 2012.

Section 400 — Initiation Fees, which establishes a min-
imum amount that must be charged by lodges for initiat-
ing, crafting, and raising a Mason. This change, if
approved, would establish a fee of not less than $300.

Formal notice of these proposals will be sent within 30
days to masters and secretaries of all lodges and to per-
manent members of Grand Lodge by the grand secretary.

Coming in 2012

Starting in January, all applicants for the degrees will be
required to consent to a background check. Details and
supporting forms are coming from the Grand Secretary’s
Office.

1 b ’ ; |

Above left: Grand Master Stewart presents newly elected Senior Grand Warden RW Richard A Gesualdo. Center: Grand Master
Stewart congratulates new Junior Grand Warden RW James C. Holmes. Right: Mount Holyoke Lodge presents a $2,000 con-
tribution to the Masonic Medical Research Labs. (L to R) Dir. Ronald P. Kamp, Wor. Tyler W. Seavey, G.M. Stewart.

Below left: Thomas Talbot Lodge presented with the Achievement certificate from the Service Committee for the lodge’s
efforts to assist a disabled member. (L to R) RW Ernie Pearlstein, Pat Latham, Wor. Ken Murnane, Grand Master Stewart.
Right: The Grand Master congratulates new Grand Representatives. (L to R) Wor. Robert Eaton, Malta; Bro. Pacifico Tuason,
the Philippines; Wor. John Knox, South Dakota; Wor. George Harris, New Brunswick.
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Regional treasurer training will be offered to lodge and
building association treasurers. This new training is intend-
ed to benefit treasurers by providing information that pre-
vents difficulties meeting regulations of various municipal,
state, and Federal agencies including the IRS.

The M.W. David Whitcomb Lovering Ritual Com-
petition was announced by M.W. Bro. Pageau just after
Bro. Lovering’s passing. A ritual competition committee
has been busy developing guidelines and the new program
will be unveiled shortly after the first of the new year.

Planning is underway to train thirty-two representatives

to promote the Masonic Medical Research Laboratory: The
new, premier Grand Lodge charity. MMRL is a highly
respected leader in the fields of cardiac and stem cell
research. We can and should feel very proud of being asso-
ciated with a charity devoted to finding a better quality of
life for all mankind.

Work will begin soon to establish a tax deductible char-
itable organization for the benefit of our Grand Lodge.
More details will be forthcoming in the months ahead on
this long overdue planned-giving program, which will be
named the Brotherhood Foundation. k|

hen we cross the threshold of Freemasonry and
begin our Masonic journeys as Entered Ap-
prentices we are taught in the lecture on Brotherly
Love, Relief, and Truth that Masons “profess to be
linked together by an indissoluble chain of sincere
affection.” Well . . . that’s quite the idealistic
statement isn’t it? In spite of that statement
about sincere affection, the hard truth is
that we do not and cannot like everyone,
not even all our fellow Masons. I confess
to barely tolerating some of the brothers
I have met over the years, let alone hav-
ing affection for them! But is this lesson
concerning affection really about liking
everyone?

As I have experienced Masonry for the last 35
years I have come to appreciate what the part about an
“indissoluble chain™ means. Early in the 20th century,
prior to the First World War, my grandfather became a
Mason. In 1947 after returning from World War I1. his
son, my father, became a Mason along with my uncle
(my mother’s brother). In 1970 I joined DeMolay with
a number of my friends while my father looked on,
and I later became master councilor in 1972. T became
a Mason in 1976. Shortly after that my brother became
a Mason. At least eight of us who were in high school
at the same time or part of my church’s youth program
together are all members of the same lodge as were
numerous men who had connections to the same
church I grew up in, including respected lay leaders
and pastors. Sadly, most of these “elder statesmen” are
now deceased. In all the churches 1 have pastored I
have been privileged to share my Masonic identity
with many parishioners and even joined in the raising
of several.

An Indissoluble Chain

by Rt. Wor. and Rev. Richard Haley

Masonry has been a part of my roots both familial
and ecclesiastically for over 100 years. Experientially,
I think I know what this indissoluble chain means as I
see myself as a direct part of the chain reaching back
to somewhere around 1900. But what about the phrase

“sincere affection” when reality tells me 1 can’t

possible like everyone personally not to men-

tion the conflicts I have seen within the fra-
ternity?

It seems to me the word to be high-
lighted is sincerity. It is my sincere hope
that T will always take seriously that

“indissoluble chain” which connects me to
my brother Masons, past and present and
hopefully into the future. And that sincere

hope is this: a sincere and heartfelt desire to live at
peace with my brother Masons, even in the face of dis-
agreement, ever remembering the more noble and glo-
rious purposes to which the working tools of our spec-
ulative profession allude. I know that if I can learn to
live at peace within the confines of my lodge as I con-
template the lessons of the twenty-four inch gauge,
common gavel, plumb, square, level, and trowel, then
I can learn to live at peace elsewhere in the world. And
if the majority of us are truly sincere about this too,
then the indissoluble chain of Freemasonry that is
made up of you and me may become a new working
tool itself that can and will change the world. |

Rit.Wor. & Rev. Richard Haley is a member of Essex
Lodge in Salem where he has twice served as master.
He has been a grand chaplain since 2001 and also
serves as grand representative to Virginia. He currently
serves as senior pastor of First-Calvary Baptist Church
in North Andover and he resides in Lowell.
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by Rt. Wor. Walter Hunt

Rt. Rev. and Most Wor.

GEORGE
RANDALL

1865: Boston, Massachusetts. The Right Rev-
erend George Maxwell Randall has just been
anointed as Episcopal Bishop of the territories o f
Colorado, Wyoming, and New Mexico. “The
cross and mitre are heavy indeed this day,” he
writes—a modest expression of his deeply con-
flicted state of mind. After a lifetime spent in
Rhode Island and Massachusetts, he is about to

embark —at age 55, on the greatest adventure of

his life—torn away from all that he knows: his
family, his home, his parish, and his brethren in
Freemasonry, who elected him to the highest
office within their compass — Most Worshipful
Grand Master of Masons in Massachusetts —just
a dozen years earlier. He is about to become an
apostle in the wilderness.

It is difficult to imagine the world that George Randall
entered when he journeyed across the plains to Colorado
in 1866. The city of Denver, presently home to more than
half a million people, scarcely existed. And since the rail-
road stopped over there, it was for all intents and purposes
the center of civilization. The newly minted bishop’s See
was enormous: more than 460,000 square miles; and in
order to visit the many towns and settlements, he was
forced to journey hundreds of miles, mostly inaccessible
by train. His travels were mostly by wagon, where he was
exposed to privation and danger. He never traveled armed,
trusting in God to protect him. A younger man would have
found the work arduous, but there were few younger men
available: when he first set off across the country, bound
for his new home and responsibility, he could only find one
clergyman—Reverend William A. Fuller—to accompany
him.

Far from the comforts of civilized Boston, Brother Ran-
dall nonetheless prospered. From his arrival in Colorado in
the summer of 1866 until his death in 1873, he traveled
across the territory, preaching and ministering. In his
Memoir about Rt. Rev. Bro. Randall, George A. Jarvis,
who was one of the church’s and Brother Randall’s great-
est benefactors, writes:

When on his visitations, if too far from shelter, his wagon
furnished him a better bed than could be found in some
places; and sometimes, after a weary day of trial and
fatigue, his couch would be of pine boughs.
some kind could always be

Wherever he went, a pla
found in which he could gather the people together to hear
his glad tidings. Many a time the dining room of a hotel

&

served as a chapel; or a grocery store was used, with
counter, boxes, and barrels used for pulpit and pews; and
several times the voice of prayer and praise ascended from
barroom and liguor saloon. But whenever told, “the good
old story.” delivered with the magnetic power of the earnest
bishop, was always attractive.

We cannot hear the voice of Brother Randall a century
and a half after his ministry and his service to the Craft, but
sources suggest that he was a powerful and dynamic speak-
er, both on ecclesiastical and Masonic subjects.

George Maxwell Randall was born in Warren. Rhode
Island in November, 1810, son and grandson of Free-
masons on both sides of his family. His father was a judge
in the Supreme Court of Rhode Island, and he was brought
up in relatively comfortable circumstances. He matriculat-
ed at Brown University and then at the Episcopal seminary
in New York. After his ordination he was assigned to the
Church of the Ascension in Fall River, an industrial city on
the south coast of Massachusetts, where he served with dis-
tinction for six years. In May of 1844 he was made rector
of the Church of the Messiah in Boston; he held this office
until his removal to Colorado more than two decades later.

He first saw Masonic Light in Washington Lodge #3 in
Warren. Rhode Island, in 1845; in this town he shortly
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thereafter received the Capitular Degrees. When he came
to Boston he affiliated with Columbian Lodge, a Paul
Revere lodge; he was chaplain there and also of the Grand
Lodge. He was soon admitted to Grand Lodge office—first
as district deputy grand master, appointed by Most Wor.
Bro. Simon W. Robinson, then as deputy grand master dur-
ing the three one-year terms of Most Wor. Edward
Raymond, and finally as Most Worshipful Grand Master
from 1852 to 1854. He was the second clergyman to hold
that office after Rev. Bro. Paul Dean.

During his term as Grand Master he granted
charters to six lodges and restored the char-
ters to four more that had gone dark during
the anti-Masonic period a few decades
earlier. In his first year he had the
honor of introducing the Hungarian
patriot, Bro. Lajos Kossuth, to the
Grand Lodge. His administration
was the beginning of a period of
enormous growth in the fraternity
in Massachusetts, which contin-
ued through the terms of his
immediate successors Heard,
Lewis, Coolidge, Parkman, Dame,
and Gardner. Freemasonry was still
growing at the time of his demise, a
fact that made him singularly proud.
He spoke of this in a famous address
given at the Feast of St. John in December
1871, during one of his infrequent visits to the
East. He was at that time the senior Past Grand
Master:

“I was not a little surprised to hear my name called
on the evening of the annual election, first on the list
of permanent members of the Grand Lodge, as the
oldest Past Grand Master living. I could hardly per-
suade myself, that one who felt himself to be yet
young should sustain this relative position in this
venerable body. But so it is. These annual gatherings,
while they exhibit the rapid growth of the
Brotherhood, remind us of the fathers who have gone
before .. .”

He then spoke of the period of trial through which the
fraternity had passed:

“We have been reminded that this festival com-
memorates the fortieth year since the famous
Declaration was signed and published by the
Freemasons of Boston, and its vicinity, in vindication
of the institution against the assaults which the fren-
zied spirit of anti-Masonry made upon it in 1831. I
was a boy in those dark days, but I remember them
well. My father was a Mason, firm and unflinching. 1
was early interested in an institution, of which I knew
nothing except what I saw reflected in the life and
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character of those whom I revered. But I was old
enough to know something of this senseless crusade
. . . S0 dismal was the day, that many true Masons
verily thought that the end had come.
“Out of this fiery furnace Freemasonry came forth
purified of much of its dross, demonstrating to the
world that its work was not yet finished; it yet had a
mission among men, and so long as there was a work
for it to do, no power of its enemies could destroy its
existence or hinder its ultimate progress . ..
“Never in its history has this Brotherhood
of olden time had before it a nobler work
than it has to-day. The tendencies of
the age, the signs of the times, the
condition of society, all indicate its
work . . .
“The star of Freemasonry
rose in the East; its course has
always been towards the West.
It is so to-day. Civilization is
making its way across this
great continent. Its swiftly
flowing tides are bearing for-
ward multitudes, who are to
people plains which have been

known only as the great Amer-
ican desert. Freemasonry has fol-
lowed the adventuring emigrant,
going from his eastern home. In this
new condition of things, this ancient insti-
tution finds a fresh field for the exercise of its
moral teachings and its active charities. . .

“Large numbers of enterprising young men are
drawn thither from their distant homes, in search of
employment .... [Such a man] can claim neither the
protection nor the counsel nor the aid of any man
among the multitudes whom he meets in the crowd-
ed thoroughfares of his new home, and is constantly
exposed to cruel imposition. Now, in the absence of
those who are to him of blood-akin, it is surely a very
great thing to have a Brotherhood which will receive
him into its pale, warn him of danget, befriend him in
trouble, keep him from the society of the evil, supply
his wants when he is destitute, visit him when he is
sick, and should he die, will bury his body and send
his dying message to bereaved friends far away. This
is the mission of this fraternity, along the frontier of
our country. But it does something more than this. Its
lodge room becomes an asylum, a retreat in the
hours of leisure and darkness, where the stranger
may find trustworthy companions, and listen to
moral teachings, and so cultivate a taste for what is
elevating, while he is, in a measure at least, saved
from the snares of the destroyer, who walks in dark-
ness, and through the fascination of companionship

(continued on page 31)




by Bro. John Doherty

Wc: are all acquainted with the regular and annual
communications required by our own lodge bylaws.
Grand Lodge is also required to call regular communica-
tions (on the second Wednesday of March, June, Sep-
tember, and December) and an annual communication
(which is held at the same time as the December regular
meeting). In addition, Grand Lodge is required to hold a
stated communication; its Constitutions specify that this
meeting is to be held on December 27 each year. If this date
falls on a Saturday or Sunday (as it did in 2009), the com-
munication is to be held on the following Monday.

The business of the stated communication is twofold:
install Grand Lodge officers and celebrate the Anniversary
of Saint John the Evangelist, one of the two eminent
Christian patrons to whom all of our lodges are dedicated.

After presentation of the colors by members of the U.S.
Coast Guard, Grand Master Richard J. Stewart opened this

10

year’s stated communication in ample form and introduced
fifteen visiting Grand Lodges in the order of their prece-
dence: Virginia (1778), New York (1781), New Jersey
(1786), Maryland (1787). New Hampshire (1789).
Connecticut (1789), Rhode Island (1791), Vermont (1784),
Delaware (1806), District of Columbia (1811), Oregon
(1851), Minnesota (1853), Nova Scotia (1866), New
Brunswick (1867), and Panama.

Past Grand Master Albert T. Ames presented Grand
Master Stewart with a Past Grand Master jewel in recogni-
tion of the completion of the Grand Master’s first year. The
jewel had been previously worn by Grand Masters Melvin
M. Johnson (1914-1916), Stanley F. Maxwell (1975-
1977), and Fred Kirby Bauer (1999-2001).

A surprise presentation of the Connecticut Service
Medal was made to Grand Master Stewart by Grand
Master James T. McWain, who thanked Bro. Stewart for
his generosity in sharing ideas and experience with
Connecticut and particularly for coordinating last
October’s Square and Compasses Day with the
other New England states.

Installation

The installation portion of the stated communica-
tion began, of course, with the installation of the
Grand Master for his second year. After being pre-
sented the symbols of his office including the dis-
tinctive tricorne, sitting members of Grand Lodge
processed three times around Ionic Hall. Passing the
East on each circuit, they saluted the Grand Master
with one of the due-guards and signs of our three
degrees. This tradition is accompanied by much
pomp including music, candle bearers, bearers of
the Book of Constitutions, square, level, plumb, and
the golden urn holding the lock of hair of Brother
and President James Garfield. (See TROWEL, Winter
2011, Two Golden Urns, page §8).

Clockwise from upper left: Most Wor. Albert Ames pre-
sented Grand Master Stewart with his Past Grand
Master jewel; Connecticut Grand Master James
McWain (/eft) and Grand Junior Deacon Michael
Dodge (right) presented the Connecticut Service
Award to Grand Master Stewart; members of the
Coast Guard who presented the colors were intro-
duced by Grand Master Stewart.
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L to R: RW George Bibilos carries the Garfield Urn. Bearer of the Red Candle, RW James Logan; Bearer of the White Candle,

Bro. Jeffrey Jarvis. Bearer of the Blue Candle, Wor. Clinton Dempsey. RW Alexander Pope carries the Book of Constitutions.

Grand Master Stewart installed his elected officers, his
deputy, his district grand master, and his district deputy
grand masters as our Grand Constitutions request. Newly
elected this year are Senior Grand Warden Rt. Wor.
Richard A. Gesualdo and Junior Grand Warden Rt. Wor.
James C. Holmes. Rt. Wor. Robert V. Jolly is the newly
appointed Deputy Grand Master. Masonic resumes of each
new officer appear on the following pages. The remaining
appointed officers were installed by Deputy Grand Master
Robert Jolly as permitted by the Constitutions.

Feast of St. John

At 6 p.m. that evening, Masons from around Massachusetts
joined the Grand Master and his guests in a celebration of
the Anniversary of Saint John the Evangelist. In a remark-
able show of efficiency, the catering staff served a five-
course meal to 659 people in three dining rooms.
Following the meal, attendees heard entertaining and infor-
mative remarks from a number of the Grand Master’s
guests.

Rt. Wor. Deputy Grand Master James E. Sullivan shared
warm fraternal greetings from the Grand Lodge of New
York, Most Wor. Grand Master Barry S. Imber reflected on
the close ties between Nova Scotia and Boston, and pre-

sented Grand Master Stewart a framed photograph of
Halifax Harbor commemorating the relief sent from
Boston in response to the great disaster in 1917. Rt. Wor.
Grand Sword Bearer Kenneth Pfeiffer introduced Scottish
Bro. John Haining, senior deacon of his Glasgow lodge,
who entertained the gathering with his recollections as a
retired policeman. The Past Grand Master of Nova Scotia,
Most Wor. Owen Walton, regaled the audience with jokes
with a Masonic twist. Most Wor. Past Grand Master
Mansour Hatefi, grand secretary of the Grand Lodge of
Washington D.C. and managing editor of the Voice of
Freemasonry, spoke about the ways in which Masonry and
the United States of America have been linked together in
expansion,

The most anticipated speech of the evening was the
maiden talk of the newly installed Rt. Wor. Deputy Grand
Master Robert V. Jolly, Jr. Each appointed deputy is asked
to address the Feast of Saint John as one of his first duties
for the fraternity. Bro. Jolly’s remarks are reproduced on
the following pages.

The long, but very enjoyable day of ceremonies, feast-
ing, and speeches came to a close in early evening. And the
beginning of the second year of Most Worshipful Richard
J. Stewart’s term as Grand Master was well started. i

Speaking at the Feast of St. John (L to R): RW DGM James E. Sullivan shared warm greetings from New York; Grand Master
Barry Imber of Nova Scotia recalled the affectionate ties between Nova Scotia and Boston; the stories of Bro. John Haining
of Glasgow brought many laughs from attendees; MW Grand Secretary Mansour Hatefi, Grand Lodge of Washington, D.C.
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Rt. Wor. Deputy Grand Master

Robert V. Jolly, Jr.

Brother Jolly was raised in 1999 in Mount Lebanon Lodge
and served as master in 2006 and 2007. He is also a mem-
ber of The Master’'s Lodge. He
began his service to Grand Lodge
in 2008 as junior grand deacon and
was appointed district deputy
grand master for the First Masonic
District in 2009. He is the grand
representative to the Grand Lodge
of Senegal and has served on the
charter and bylaws committee
since 2011. He has been a director
of Overlook Communities in
Charlton, a division of Overlook

- Masonic Health Center, since 2010
and became chairman in 2012. He also became a director of
the Grand Lodge Board of Directors in 2012.

Rt. Wor. Bro. Jolly has been active in several Masonic
organizations including the Ancient and Accepted Scottish
Rite, in the Valley of Boston, where he is a member of all
four bodies. He belongs to the York Rite's Saint Andrew’s
Royal Arch Chapter, Boston Council of Royal and Select
Master Masons, and St. Bernard Commandery. He is a
member of the Massachusetts College, Societas Rosi-
cruciana in Civitatibus Foederatis (S.R.I.C.F); Aleppo
Shrine: and the Past District Deputy Grand Masters Associ-
ation.

Deputy Grand Master Brother Jolly serves as general
manager for the Marblehead Municipal Light Department,
is a member of Saint Mary’s Parish in Lynn and resides in
Swampscott with his wife Lynda and daughters Amanda and
Danielle.

Rt. Wor. Senior Grand Warden

Richard A. Gesualdo

Rt. Wor. Richard Anthony Gesualdo was installed during the
stated communication of the Grand Lodge on December 27,
2011. The senior grand warden is
the second highest ranking, elected
Mason in the state. Bro. Gesualdo
will serve for one year.

In 1975 he began his Masonic
career by joining North Reading
Lodge. He served as the master in
1987. and is a member of the
lodge’s blood committee and CHIP
committee. He is also a member of
The Masters Lodge, where he
joined the line in 2007 and is cur-
rently the junior warden.

The newly elected senior grand warden is a 32° Mason in
the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite in the Valley of
Boston, where he is a member of Boston Lafayette Lodge of
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Perfection; Giles F. Yates Council, Princes of Jerusalem; Mt.
Olivet Chapter of Rose Croix; and Massachusetts Con-
sistory.

Bro. Gesualdo began serving the Grand Lodge in 1998
when he was appointed senior grand deacon. The following
year he was named a grand lecturer, a position he held until
he was installed senior grand warden. In 2001 he was
appointed grand representative to the Grand Lodge of
Michigan and continues in that capacity.

Rt. Wor. Bro. Gesualdo is now retired and lives in North
Reading with his wife Pamela and their son Bryan. He is a
member of Union Congregational Church. |

Rt. Wor. Junior Grand Warden
James C. Holmes

Rt. Wor. James Carleton Holmes was installed as the junior
grand warden, which is the third-highest, elected Mason in
the state. Bro. Holmes will also
serve for a one-year term.

Bro. Holmes began his Masonic
career in 1977 at Saint George
Lodge in Brockton. He served as
master in 1984, 1991, and 1992. He
has been the lodge secretary since
1995. Bro. Holmes is also a mem-
ber of Paul Revere Lodge and
Fellowship Lodge and was present-
ed the Joseph Warren Disting-
uished Service Medal in 2008.

Rt. Wor. Bro. Holmes first
served Grand Lodge in 2001, when he was appointed as the
district deputy grand master of the Brockton 29th Masonic
District, He served on the scholarship committee from 2004
to 2010, and on the district deputy resource team since 2005.

He is active in several regional and statewide organiza-
tions and committees including the Worshipful Masters
Association of Southeastern Massachusetts, serving as sec-
retary/treasurer since 2004; the Masonic Secretaries Asso-
ciation of Massachusetts, currently first vice-president; and
the Past District Deputy Grand Masters Association, cur-
rently as second vice-president.

Bro. Holmes is a 32° Mason in the Ancient and Accepted
Scottish Rite in the Valley of Boston, where he is a member
of all four bodies and has been a degree worker since 2008.
He belongs to the York Rite’s Satucket Pilgrim Royal Arch
Chapter, Brockton-Abington Council Royal and Select
Master Masons, and Bay State Commandery. He is also an
Aleppo Shriner and a past advisory council member of
Ousamequin Chapter, Order of DeMolay.

Bro. Holmes is an accounts manager with Brockton
Professional Baseball, LL.C and lives in Rockland. He and
his wife Susan have four adult children and four grandchil-
dren. |

Portraits and group photos by Atlantic Photography.
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INTRODUCING THE DISTRICT DEPUTY GRAND MASTERS FOR 2012

Front row: RW. Ludwig Alban, District 1; R.W. Philip A.
Nowlan, District 2; R.W. Amos F. Cutter, Jr., District 4; R.W.
Robert V. Jolly, Jr., Deputy Grand Master; M. W. Richard J.
Stewart, Grand Master; R.W. John B. Bamber, District Grand
Master, Panama; R.W. James O. Dill, District 5;: R.W. Bruce T.
Marshall, District 6; R.W. Thomas A. Stark, Grand Marshal.
Second row: R.W. Stanley C. Gaw, District 7; R.W. Richard
F. Jope, District 8; R.W. Michael A. Sandberg, District 9; R.W.
William E. Yanakakis, District 10; R.W. Thomas M. O'Shaugh-
nessy, District 11; R.W. Stephen A. Corthell District 12; R.W.
Scott T. Jareo, District 13; R.W. Geoffrey Kromer, District 14;
R.W. Robert G. Jessee, District 15 North; R.W. Douglas B.

Freeman, District 15 South; R.W. Leland F, Ross, District 16.

Third row: R.W. Peter D. Dorr, District 17; R.W. Joseph C.
DeNicola, District 18; R.W. Edmund L. Gordon, District 19;
R.W. David W. Catten, Jr., District 20; R.W. Kenneth M.
Andrews, District 22; R.W. Robert A. Johnson, Jr., District 23;
R.W. Daniel C. Barston, District 24; R.W. Walter J. Golden, Jr.,
District 25; R.W. William H. Paul, District 26.

Back row: R.W. Robert J. O’'Neill, District 27: R.W. Robert
W. Allard, District 28; R.W. Scott A. Rogers, District 29; R.W.
Kevin P. Hamel, District 30; R.W. Kevin C. McGinnis, District 31.

Missing from photo: R.W. Eugene A, Capobianco, District 3;
R.W. Henry P. Burke, District 21,

Grand Chaplains
R.W. & Rev. John R. S. Higgins R.W. & Rev. Matthew J. Wissell
Wor. & Rev. Richard E. Haley Wor. & Rev. Brian S. Dixon
Wor. & Rabbi Irving L. Luchans
R.W. & Rt. Rev. Brian R. Marsh
Wor. & Rev. Keith C. Alderman
Wor. & Rev. John W. Taylor
Grand Lecturers
R.W. Robert F. Doherty R.W. Robert H. Hartley
R.W. Peter R. Smith R.W. John K. Andrews
R.W. Eugene B. Nichols R.W. Steven B. Jackson
R.W. Kenneth R. Blake = Wor. Kevin J. Willis
R.W. Harlan L. Woods R.W. F. Carey Miller
R.W. W. Warren Richardson
Grand Lecturers Emeritus
R.W. Robert Johnston  R.W. Donald B. Scott

OTHER ELECTED AND APPOINTED GRAND LODGE OFFICERS
District Grand Master—R.W. John B. Bamber (Panama and Chile)
Grand Treasurer—R.W. Lawrence J. Smith Jr.
Assistant Grand Treasurer—R.W. Craig S. MacPherson Jr.
Grand Marshal—R.W. Thomas A. Stark

Grand Secretary —R.W. Jeffrey L. Gardiner

Senior Grand Deacon—R.W. Lawrence E. Bethune
Junior Grand Deacon—R.W. Michael J. Jarzabek
Grand Stewards
Wor. John P. Soderblom
Wor, Alfredo J.R. Canhoto
Wor. Simon Berbara
Wor. John E. Van Kuilenburg
Grand Sword Bearer—R.W. Kenneth W. Pfeiffer
Grand Standard Bearer—Wor. Frank B. Gomes

Grand Pursuivants
Wor. Fred A. Dobson Jr.
Wor. Adam E. Mitchell
Grand Organist—R.W. Marvin L. Eatough
Grand Piper—Wor. William D. Crawford |1l
Grand Tyler—R.W. John W. Knox
Grand Soloist—Wor. Armen R. Dilan
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Thankful for the Gift of Freemasonry

Deputy Grand Master Robert V. Jolly Jr.’s speech
at the Feast of Saint John.

t is certainly an honor and a privilege to

be addressing you this evening and I
want to thank you, Grand Master, for the
honor you have bestowed upon me and for
your trust and confidence in appointing me
to the office of Deputy Grand Master. I
pledge to continue to work for the benefit
of the Craft and promise to promote the
tenets of our profession as Masons.

I have to say brethren that this is one of
my favorite times of year. The holiday sea-
son is a joyous time when families get
together and celebrate the gift of life and
the gifts of God. It’s a time which repre-
sents new beginnings, a new year with
new opportunities, a time when we reflect
on our past accomplishments and focus once again on our
future goals. On a personal note, my birthday is in
December and given the events of this day, I can honestly
say, ‘tis the season to be Jolly!

However this is also the season to be thankful: Thankful
for God, our families, our friends, and for the opportunities
this great fraternity has provided for us. There may be no
better time than during this season of gift-giving to reflect
on the glorious principles of Brotherly Love. Relief, and
Truth and to be thankful for the gift of Freemasonry.

Why Men Join

Men knock on the door of Freemasonry for a variety of rea-
sons. Whether it is an interest in history, philosophy, char-
ity, or fraternity, Freemasonry has so many aspects and
attractions that each individual has sought to join the Craft
for reasons personal to himself. Just as there are millions of
Masons worldwide, if you could poll each brother, they
would give you equally personal reasons for why they
sought membership in this fraternity.

Nevertheless, while it may be meaningful to ask our-
selves why we became Master Masons, it is equally, if not
more, meaningful to ask ourselves why we remain Master
Masons. We often ask the question, what induced you to
become such? The question we should be asking is what
compels you to remain such? What is it that keeps you
coming back? Answering that question will help to articu-
late the true gift of Freemasonry.

Why Men Remain
It is often said that the purpose of Freemasonry is to take a
good man and help him to become a better man. We do this
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by offering a man who becomes a Mason
many opportunities to improve himself.
The value of these opportunities can gener-
ally be classified as both tangible and intan-
gible.

Freemasonry provides men with many
practical opportunities for growth and
development. There aren’t many other
places in the world where you can get the
training which Freemasonry offers.
Opportunities are afforded to develop one’s
memory, to learn how to organize projects,
to work with others, and to develop speak-
ing and leadership abilities. This is a frater-
nity where men are offered the opportunity
to develop talents, skills, and insights not
always taught in a traditional educational setting.

Other less tangible benefits of membership come from
the rewards and sense of satisfaction gained from serving
others in our local communities, from continuing to learn
more about ourselves and our place in society, as well as
from contributing to the life of the lodge through its cus-
toms and ceremonies.

However, | believe the greatest value that is realized by
being a Freemason is the unlimited opportunity to meet and
interact with men of good quality—the opportunity to
make deep and lasting friendships.

Bro. George Washington once said, *Associate with men
of good quality if you esteem your own reputation; for it is
better to be alone than in bad company.”

With all the mediocrity found in the world today I find it
is especially refreshing to come to lodge and associate with
men of good quality: men who are interested in providing
a better way of life for themselves and for those around
them, men who aren’t satisfied with the status quo, men
who give freely of themselves and ask nothing in return.

While I believe that the privilege of becoming a Mason
is in fact priceless, and one of the best and most rewarding
decisions that I have ever made, the true value of
Freemasonry can only be determined by the individual
brother through his own personal experiences.

My Own Experience
I would like to share with you all a light-hearted story
involving a brother who unfortunately is no longer with us,
but who made a positive and lasting impression on me.
Many of you may have known Paul Walker through his
Blue lodge activities or possibly through his York Rite
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activities. Worshipful Brother Walker was a past master of

Mount Lebanon Lodge as well as a past commander of Value
Boston Commandery. Although at the time of this story The value of the opportunity to meet and experience the
Paul was in his late seventics, he was always active, character of a man such as Brother Paul Walker cannot be
upbeat, and one of the nicest men you would ever want to underestimated, and to me is indeed priceless.
meet. | often said if you looked up the word gentleman in People will come and go in your life. Jobs will change,
the dictionary you would find a picture of Paul Walker. life will change. However the lodge offers a sense of sta-
On one particular evening we were preparing to confer bility and solidarity. It’s a place of safety where we can
the Third Degree on two candidates. [ was senior deacon of leave behind the uninitiated. The feeling of being one of a
my lodge and Brother Walker was chaplain. It was build- group, combined with the harmony typically found within
ing up to be a pretty big night because not only was it going the lodge provides a satisfaction and pleasure impossible to
to be the first time that many of us would be working the describe as it is clearly to be felt.
Third Degree together, but also Most Wor. Grand Master In a Masonic lodge men of good quality meet as equals
Donald Gardner Hicks, Jr. would be in attendance. so I was without regard to class distinction, economic status, educa-
rather nervous. tional background, profession, trade, race, or
I had brought my garment bag to cr creed. The opportunity to meet many
the building and planned to The men from various walks of life
change up in our lodge room. everlastin g values u pon and always with the same

When I opened it up, much o s e A ; feeling of equality is partic-
to my surprise, I realized  WHICh our Craft was founded are as ey semiing. The High

my tuxedo pants were not  relevant today as they were in the days andlow,rich and poor, the
in the bag. I thought to - 3 1 executive and the trades-

myself, what the heck am I Uf the buzfdmg {U[k”ig Solomon’s man, the banker and the

going to do now? I am in down- Tem p le.”’ teller, the police chief and the
town Boston, the lodge is opening in patrolman, all meet on the level. It is
less than an hour, and I don’t have my tuxedo especially gratifying to know that when you
pants! meet a brother from another lodge, a close sense of friend-
So Paul being the gracious man that he was, upon seeing ship is immediately established because of a common
my plight, said that I could wear his pants. Since Brother experience and philosophy of life.
Walker was chaplain of the lodge he would normally be in Although Freemasonry has long outlived its original
tuxedo as well, but he said he had a pair of black suit pants purpose —being a guild of operative stonemasons during
that he could wear and no one would notice. the Middle Ages—the everlasting values upon which our
Now Paul was a tall man, towering over me by probably Craft was founded are as relevant today as they were in the
6 inches. He said his pants might be a little long but the days of the building of King Solomon’s Temple. The
waist should fit. So we rounded up as many safety pins as demand for builders of physical edifices has subsided, but
we could find and hemmed his pants on the fly. Freemasons have transitioned their efforts to constructing a
The degree went off without & hitch and no one was the spiritual building in the hearts and minds of men.
wiser. Although Paul’s kind act may seem ftrivial in the Because of this strong foundation, our fraternity has pro-
overall scheme of life, it made a strong and lasting impres- vided men the opportunity to develop uncompromising
sion on me and has always reminded me of the story from moral values and principles. By using these beliefs as our
the Book of Ruth when Boaz plucked off his shoe and gave guide we will continue to improve ourselves and have a
it to his neighbor. As Masons we have adopted this custom positive impact on society.
to demonstrate the sincerity of our intentions in the busi- !
ness in which we are engaged. Looking Ahead
Paul was very sincere in the business of Freemasonry. As we look forward to yet another promising year let us be
Not only in what the theory says Freemasonry is, or what thankful for all that Freemasonry has given us, our experi-
Freemasons should do, but what real flesh and blood ences, our brotherhood, our shared experiences with our
Masons do and have done in real life. families, and the scores of opportunities to be with one
Paul did not live long enough to see me installed as mas- another as we participate in the various organizations with-
ter of the lodge as he passed to the celestial lodge above a in our Masonic family.
few months prior to my installation. Later on when I was The tenets of our profession as Masons are Brotherly
presented with a past master’s jewel, it was the jewel worn Love, Relief, and Truth; but foremost among them is
by Brother Walker, and I believe in some peculiar way that Brotherly Love, for sincere fraternal affection is the cement
it was once again Brother Walker making sure that I was that binds us together. So when asked what compels me to
properly attired. remain a Mason my answer is quite simple: it is you, my

(continued on page 32)
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he Grand Master’s Appeal is the foundation of the charitable and educational programs of

Massachusetts Freemasonry. Every year, your Grand Master sends a letter to every Massachusetts
Mason encouraging him to consider a tax-deductible donation to support programs such as Grand Lodge
Scholarships, DeMolay and Rainbow, Masonic Youth Child I.D. (MYCHIP), the Samuel Crocker
Lawrence Library, and many other great and important charitable undertakings.

In 2011 we received gifts from more than 1,300 brothers like you. To all those who contributed to the
Grand Master’s Appeal: Thank you very much for your support! Because of you, we are able to do so
many wonderful things for others every single day.

Following is a list of those donors whose cumulative giving totaled $50 or more in 2011.

I am very appreciative of the support we have received, but it does not diminish the growing need for
the help we can provide. Whether you gave a gift last year or not, I am asking you to consider making
a donation to the 2012 Grand Master’s Appeal. A convenient reply envelope has been inserted into
TrOWEL for your use.

Thank you for your time, your consideration, and all that you do for Massachusetts Freemasonry.

Sincerely and fraternally, ﬂ EE :

Richard J. Stewart,
Grand Master

Jean E. de Valpine, Esq. Donald F. Grassi John W. Maloney Basilios E. Tsingos
Mason G. Flagg Leonard Johnson Arthur M. Pappas George L. Unhoch Jr.
Donald H. Laliberte Richard J. Stewart

Edwin W. Cameron Garrett S. Jeskey Arnold Sarmanian W. Terry Stephens
Donald H. Chase Raymond C. Lantz Jr. Raymond M. Sawyer Theodore P. Theodores
Leon H. Cudworth Sr. Herbert C. Pence Jose P. Sierra Kenneth R. Westgard

Charles W. White

Gerard A. Bergeron Walter F. Emerson Michael J. Jones David E. Pace
Lawrence E. Bethune Robert J. Freeman Stephen Kaloyanides Howard P. Porter
Windsor H. Bigelow III  Alan D. Gray William R, Long Paul C. Rogers
Paul A, Cataldo Nathan J. Hindemith John J. Maihos Mason W. Russell
Dean F. Clement Lance C. Jensen Charles M. Myers James R. Tedford
Herbert I. Corkin George W. Johnson Norman M. Overlock Rufus R. Ward

Ross E. Weaver
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Charles E. Adams
Harold F. Alston
Thomas Appleton
Robert H.C. Archibald
G. Ronald Armbruster
Michael P. Asadoorian
Willis E. Ash

Stanton D. Barclay
Bryan R. Bateson
Ronald A. Benaski
David G. Berube
George J. Bibilos
Clifford A. Brightman
Robert L. Burke
Warren S. Burkholder Jr.
Constintine P. Calliontzis
Thomas W. Campbell
David E. Chaffee
Robert C. Chamberlain
Stephen O. Chastain
Kenneth H. Clark
William R. Conary Jr.
Edward A. Condon Jr.
Miles C. Corbin

Paul M. Curci

James W. Currie
David J. Dalzell
William A. Danforth
David M. Darst
Donald L. Dawes
Joseph C. DeNicola

Donald J. Abare
Albert M. Adams
Samuel Adams
Edgar O. Aguilar
William R. Ainey
Mervyn M. Allen
Robert J. Allison
Cleber S. Almeida
Michael J. Anagnos
F. Raymond Anderson
Karl J. Anderson
Leonard E. Anderson
John K. Andrews
John A. Anczis
James L. Angelos
Lloyd E. Anthony
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Ernest G. Dixon Jr.
Kendall M. Dolbeare
Mark F. Douglas
Phillip A. Drouin
Robert A. Duris
Marvin L. Eatough
Carl H, Emilson
Jerome H. Fletcher

Robert C. Franklin Jr.

Myron F. Fuller
Robert L. Gardner
Richard A, Gaudette
Arshag Gechijian
Alan J. Gilbert

John 1. Gilbert

Sam A. Gilman
Murray L. Goldberg
Alan T. Gorrie
Harold P. Greenberg
Daniel E. Greenblatt
Edward Greenspan
Nathan S. Grifkin
Stanley F. Hanson
John H. Hart

Allan L. Haskell
Joseph B. Haskell
Charles G. Hatch
Hollis I. Hawes
John Hitchcock Jr,
Walter G. Hodgdon
Kenneth B. Howe Sr.

James H. Armitage
Frank E. Armstrong
Ernest W. Amold JIr.
Richard K. Atwood
Theodore E. Baker
Elmber C. Bartels
Peter S. Belitsos

Paul A. Bennett
Steven M. Berrini

Carl Bertelsen
Timothy B. Bertrand
Windsor H. Bigelow Jr.
William J. Biggart
Richard S. Bird

Albert S. Birrell
Antonio C. Bittencourt

H. Robert Huke 111
Gerald A. Jsaacsen
Arthur W. Iwoarsley
M. Howard Jacobson
Robert A. Jeffery
Hugh C. Johnes Jr.
Ralph Kaplan
Richard M. Kennedy
William S. Kenney
Harold M. Knott
David R. Lee

Curtis Litterer
Edwin R. Lofren Jr.
Alphonse F. Lucas
Robert J. Lukow
Hugh G. Macvicar
James M. Mason
Timothy S. McGavin
Robert J. McNary
Marcio G. Montenegro
Damon C. Moore
John J. Needham Jr.
Henry G. Nichols Jr.
Carl M. Olson
Robert J. O'Neill
George F. Parker
Wilbur L. Peabody
Paul R. Perkins
Stephen H. Perry
Scott W. Pray
Robert Price

Donald S. Bjerre
David A. Blake
Kenneth Blake
Edwin E. Bloom
Maxim Boshko
Robert A. Bouchard
Richard J. Boudreu
Victor P. Bove
Frederick J. Bowe
Edwin J. Brailey
John H. Brewer
Benjamin P. Bryant
Francis J. Bucchiere
Henry P. Burke
Wayne L. Burkett
Roland L. Burns

Douglas L. Rainville
Henry B. Rand
Philip S. Rand
Robert C. Rohlfs
David A. Runge
Johnny C. Sarmiento
George T. Schnare
Arthur P, Schneider
James W. Schockley
Robert L, Sherwood
Robert D. Slagle
Brian W. Sparrow
Wayne A. Sparrow
Aaron D. Spencer
Kenneth A. Stein
Albert N. Strobeck
Fred J. Sullenberger
Juan B. Taco
Edward J. Tisdale
Robert L. Tripp
Robert F. Verdonck
Craig W. Walsh
Henry J. Warner
Stanley E. Watson
Darell R, Whitehead
Stephen L. Willett
Robert N. Wood
James S. Wu,

in memory of

Bro. Carl C. Wu
Clifford E. Young

Jack E. Buttermore
Alfredo J. Canhoto
John L. Carlson
Everett G. Carr
Kenneth L. Carr
Donald G. Cattanach
John J. Chamberlain
Jonas B. Chambers
George H. Charter
Philip A. Christensen Sr.
John H. Christman Jr.
David R. Clark
Steven D. Cohen

Earl W. Cole

Arthur D. Combs
George F. Conlin
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Leo P. Convery
Edward G. Cornell
John T. Crosby
Charels E. Crowninshield
James C. Cullen

Roy E. Cunningham
Menelaos C. Dalaklis
David F. D' Amato
Robert V. Damon
Nick Darides

Robert C. Davenport
Corey Davidson
David L. Delano
Walter Demoorjian
Gordon R. Dompier
Peter D. Dorr

Lee Dotson

William A. Doubleday
Raymond P. Douthwright
Joseph Drown
Howard M. Ecker
David W. Elderedge
Leonard A. Ellis
Linwood M. Erskine Jr.
Robert L. Evans
Kenneth R. Fagerquist
Jason B. Falk

Peter C. Ferguson
Stanley M. Finkelstein
Robert G. Forsythe
Richard J. Freeman
Frederick C. Froebel
Bernard W. Frost
James C. Full

George D. Gagnon
Donny M. Garcia
Alfred S. Gardner
Michael J. Gardner
Donald P. Garrido
Herbert D. Glanz
Stuart E. Glass

Ernest Goldberg
Robert B. Goldberg
Robert L. Goodwin Jr.
John E. Grant
Kenneth S. Green Ir.
David L. Greenberg
Donald S. Greene Jr.
Kenton W. Greene
Ebridge W. Grover
Robert E. Grunin
Harry N. Gustafson JIr.
Louis S. Hadaya
Roger W. Hall Jr.
Kevin P. Hamel

Roger W. Hannemann
Lewis C. Hanscom
Richard C. Harmon
Russell W. Harrington
Richard A. Hart
David J. Harty

Calvin B. Hastings
Rollyn H. Hatch

Robert P. Havlicek
Clifford E. Hayes
George S. Hebb I,
Richard H. Hebenstreit
Russell S. Henderson
George L. Herbolsheimer
Ralph A. Hopkins
Charles J. Housman
Ivan K. Hoyt

Ralph H. Hutchins
Arthur A. Hyatt Jr.
Alfred G. Irish

Ronald E. Jackson
William F.C. Jacobs Ir.
James I. Jamros
Robert V. Jolly Jr.
Robert F. Jones
Donald R. Kaupp
Douglas H. Kay
Christopher B. Key
James W. Killam III
Christopher W. King
Ralph A. Kirkman
John E. Knowles
Gerren R. Kopcinski
John W. Krey

Richard C. Kroener
C. William Lakso
John B. Langer

Roger H. Larson
Gerald R. Latham
Robert W. Lawrence
William Lee

Mark A. Leonard
Allen J. Lewis
Edward A. Lewis
Raymond G.R. Lewis Jr.
David J. Liberty

John R. Lilley
Marcelo S. Lima
Ronald E. Lincoln
Francis J. Lindquist
Jason J. Lipner
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Lloyd W. Lockhart
Caribbean Naval Lodge
Thomas S. Lowe
Glenn D. Lucas
Kenneth S, MacAskill
Rabert A. MacDougall
Shawn L. MacLeod
William S§. Macomber
William F. Mailloux Ir.
Alan V. Malkasian
Robert J. Marcaurelle
Bruce C. Marden
Ralph H. Marks Jr.
Allan J. Martin

Peter J. Mason

John C. Matley

Harry A. Mayor

John E. McDonald
Alfred W. McKinstry

John M. McLellan
Robert H. McMurray
Carl E. Meissner Jr.
Donald E. Meltzer
Robert W. Merriam
Peter A. Miles
Philippe A. Millen
Kevin P. Mitchell
John J. Moore

Cabel F. Morey
William A. Morison
Robert W. Murdock
William T. Murphy
Neil H. Murray
Zaven H. Nalbandian
Bernard P. Nally
Giuseppe S. Napoli
Robert E. Nelson
Michael A. Nepi
Avery E. Newton
Herbert C. Nickless
Gerald B. Nordling
John J. Noyer
Jeffrey C. Nutt
Richard A. O'Blenes
Walter R. Owens
Donald S. Pacuska
Herbert S. Page

Paul J. Paquin

Allan D. Parker III
Edward C. Parker
John P. Parker

John L. Patten
Ernest D. Pead
Marcel R. Perry
Donald L. Peterson
Richard E. Peterson
Walter Peterson Jr.
Andrew R, Petro
Mildred C. Petrulis
David M. Petto
Richard A. Phillips Sr.
Everett G. Pierce
Richard G. Plath
Jesse R. Plouffe
Lewis W. Pollack
Douglas L. Pollard
Alexander R. Pope
Arthur H. Post
Philip A. Prairie
Stuart L. Preston

A. Paul Prifti

Willis F. Quimby Jr.
Richard A. Quindle Jr.
Robert C. Ramsdell
Philip W. Read
Joseph H. Repoff
Gregory A. Reynolds Sr.
Richard W, Rhuda Jr.
Donald A. Rice
Elwood J. Rice

W. Warren Richardson
David M. Richie

GRAND LODGE OF M ASSACHUSETTS

Jason M. Robertson
Rupert H. Robinson
Gregory B. Roche
Stephen R. Rogers
Richard F. Roth
Charles E. Rouleau
Donald Ryan
Frederick H. Sagent
George C. Sampson

Demetrios J. Sarantopoulos

George J. Sarmaniote
Herbert F. Sawyer
Harold L. Schwab
Daniel B. Shaller
David M. Sheets
Richard H. Sheppard
Matthew K. Sherwood
Joseph F. Shirley
Ashton D. Shoop
Herbert J. Silcox
Cecil E. Simpkins
Foster L.G. Soule
Warren G. Sprague
David L. Sproules
Charles H. Steeger
Milton H. Steen
Timothy F. Stevens
James R. Stevenson
Robert R. Stocks
Wun M. Suen

John C. Sutterley
Jonathan F. Swain
Peter S. Talanian
Peter D. Ten Broeck
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by Richard Thompson

he degree was complete, the

meeting was closed and we
were sitting in the banquet hall.
Wor. David Hicks looked at me
and said. “It was the same, but
different!”

The degree was exactly what
he had expected. But the way it
was presented was far different.
We were in the Nashua Masonic

oA ! Temple and had just witnessed
the work of Rising Sun Lodge No. 39.

I often tell new members that no matter where a Mason
may be, he is usually not too far from a brother. And when
he is not too far from a brother, he is not too far from a
friend. I advise these new members that if they are in a
strange town, the first thing to do is find the Masonic hall.

[ took my own advice a few years ago. In the fall of
2006, 1T moved from Chelmsford, Massachusetts to
Nashua, New Hampshire. It wasn’t a great distance, but it
was far enough to put me in a “strange” city.

After living in Nashua for some time, I decided it was
time to seek out the local Masons. I went to the Internet
and discovered Rising Sun Lodge No. 39 in Nashua.

That was a most fortunate discovery. After my first visit
to the lodge, I decided I was going to affiliate. What
prompted me to make that decision? Before I left the lodge
room that night, every Mason there shook my hand and
welcomed me to Rising Sun.

While attending the meetings and witnessing the de-
grees at Rising Sun, I discovered something, The lessons
are the same—how they are presented is different. They
are so different, that at times I feel like a new Mason,
instead of a 40-year member.

[ was discussing this with Wor. Bro. Hicks, which
prompted him to accompany me to a degree meeting at
Rising Sun. We also discussed how the Massachusetts
12th Masonic District borders the New Hampshire 2nd,
but there is no interaction. The two are separated by a line

Richard Thompson is a past master and a member of
Merrimack Valley Daylight Lodge in North Andover, and Rising
Sun Lodge No. 39 in Nashua.
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drawn in the year 1741 that finally determined the border
between the two colonies.

We talked about how great it could be if more
Massachusetts Masons could see the New Hampshire
degrees and how great the reverse would be as well. In
those moments an idea was born—an exchange between
the two jurisdictions.

With the permission of Grand Master Richard Stewart
of Massachusetts and Grand Master Paul Leary of New
Hampshire, a committee was formed to plan an exchange.

Two committees, one from Massachusetts and the other
from New Hampshire, have met and have nearly complet-
ed plans for the exchange. It is quite interesting that David
is the chairman for the Massachusetts committee and I am
chairman for New Hampshire. As of the time I wrote this
column (in December) the work of the committee was
nearly done. The committee was ready to submit the plans
to the Grand Masters for their approvals. So, there are no
details available. All I can say is we are planning to
demonstrate the Massachusetts Third Degree in Nashua
and the New Hampshire Third Degree in Tewksbury.

But while there are no details available, I can say the
exchange has already started to do what Wor. Hicks and I
hoped: inter-jurisdictional visiting has already begun.
Members of Wamesit Lodge in Tewksbury were at a Third
Degree in Nashua and one of the New Hampshire com-
mittee members attended a degree at Wamesit Lodge; the
same member has also been to Ancient York Lodge in
Lowell.

[ tell people my favorite part of the ritual comes in the
master’s lecture in the Entered Apprentice Degree. It is at
the point where the master tells the candidate that
Masonry allows each of us the opportunity to create last-
ing, true friendships. I can attest to this. But it also allows
us to meet people who positively influence our lives,
though they may stay just acquaintances. You may see
them only occasionally or you may meet them just once,
but they still can touch your life. Everywhere I go I meet
Masons who welcome me as a brother. It may be the only
time I meet them, but they treat me like a friend.

I hope this exchange will do that for all who participate
and all who attend. The strength of our fraternity is in the
connections we share. And the more connections we share,
the stronger Masonry becomes. ||




NEWS FRO

MGSI Wor. Albert Ames,
vice president of the
MHS Foundation and Past
Grand Master of the Mass-
achusetts Grand Lodge. was
recently honored at the
Leading Age National Annual
meeting in Washington, DC.
Bro. Ames was chosen as one
of 50 seniors nationwide who
best represent the concept of e
successful aging. The award process Cd].led for a shining
example of someone age 65 or older who is living life in
our community with extraordinary zest.

This person is making a difference, either by sharing
their creative talents, serving others and making their part
of the world a better place to live. At 78 years old, Bro.
Ames is making a difference at Masonic Health System as
a member of the senior management team and as an ex-
officio member of several of MHS’s boards; he began his

- ; service to MHS 50 years ago as a
member of the Board of Relief
for what was then the Masonic
Home. He now continues to
serve the mission of MHS in his
capacity as vice president of the
MHS Foundation.

Lili Dwight, chief information
officer at MHS, was recognized
at the Leading Age of Mass-
achusetts Annual Meetmﬁ for her development of the
Walk-a-Mile Program, an innovative effort that helps to
build understanding between direct care and information
technology (IT) employees, many of whom have no back-
ground or experience in a heath care setting, IT members
are sent in pairs to shadow clinical employees; observing,
asking questions, and attempting to better understand the
challenges of day-to-day care. The results of the visits are
captured through a survey and follow up with the IT teams.

The National Association of Home Care & Hospice
recently inducted 30 individuals into the Home Care &
Hospice Hall of Fame. Elaine Stephens, executive vice
president for home care and hospice for MHS, was one of
these inductees.

The Hall of Fame was instituted earlier this year, and the
inductees are the first in the organization’s history to be

ne morning this past September, Health Center resi-
dent Marie Kelley and Unit Manager Karen Berg-
strom were talking over breakfast when Marie mentioned
that she always loved to visit the apple orchard around this
time of year.

Karen contacted Recreation Director Stephanie
Nikopoulos immediately with the idea of an orchard trip. A
date was set and both residents and employees discussed
how to turn this idea into
a truly memorable event.
The final plan was a visit
to an orchard for apple
picking, and then a return
trip home to make some
delicious apple treats.
Word spread and employ-
ees and family quickly
volunteered to assist.

Nineteen residents, em-
ployees, volunteers and
Doogie (their canine mas-

awarded the honor. NAHC Chairwoman Andrea Devoti
announced the new members during NAHC’s 30th Annual
Meeting and Exposition in Las Vegas, NV.

“We are proud to announce the inaugural class of the
Home Care & Hospice Hall of Fame,” said NAHC
President Val J. Halamandaris, “The honorees have distin-
guished themselves by fighting on behalf of the aged, ill,
and disabled. They have strived
to ensure that every person, no
matter their age, income, or
health, has the right to enjoy the
freedoms reserved for all
Americans in the Constitution
and Bill of Rights. This includes
the right to receive care in their
homes and to die there with dig-
nity.” |
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cot) piled into the
Overlook bus and left
for a day of fun and
friendship. It was a
beautiful, crisp autumn
morning and everyone
enjoyed the picking
and the eating as well
as taking home bags of
freshly picked fruit.
Everyone reminisced
about trips they had
taken throughout the years. Before heading back home, the
entire group sat for a few minutes and enjoyed fresh apple
cider while watching children play in the orchard play-
ground. Apple dumplings were also purchased to serve to
all residents with their evening activity. The conversation
on the ride home was full of happy comments on how
much they enjoyed the outing and how well they were all
going to sleep that evening. Autumn and apples just seem
to go together and can bring back some truly great memo-
ries.

That is not the end of our apple orchard story though.
The next day a flyer was placed at every dining table seat
with questions and thoughts of what to do with the bags of
freshly picked apples. Recipe ideas were traded throughout
the day and it was decided that four of the resident’s
favorites would be made.

A group of 38 residents, employees., and volunteers
organized in four separate baking stations. Apples were
peeled and cut, nuts were chopped, and ingredients were
measured in order to complete the favored recipes. During
the preparations, elated conversations took place about the
7 past, how much peelers
' and corers have changed,
and how excited everyone
was to taste the completed
product.

The third floor smelled
like heaven. When the last
item was pulled from the
oven, everyone sat togeth-
er and enjoyed the savory
tastes of: apple cake with
walnuts; easy apple pie;
apple cookies with glaze:
and apple crisp. The entire experience was one that will not
be soon forgotten and has the residents and employees
thinking about their next adventure, [ ]

Anor‘easler in October? Even in New England this was
a little early for a major snow storm. But while the
leaves were still clinging firmly to the trees, snowflakes fell
fast and furious on communities throughout Mass-
achusetts. The snow started in the afternoon on a Saturday
and by the time nightfall arrived. the accumulation was sig-
nificant at The Overlook at Northampton. Then, shortly
after bedtime, the power went out.

The facility at that time of night was very quiet; sur-
rounding streets were empty; lights were out and the only
vehicles on the road were the snow plows. On campus, the
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overnight shift change had already occurred and employ-
ees were making rounds and checking on residents using
flashlights. All nursing employees had made it in to pro-
vide care to the residents. Outside, the maintenance team
was plowing driveways and parking lots, trying to keep
pace with the snow storm. The generator was humming
away feeding power to essential outlets.

The power outage at The Overlook continued for days
and coincided with numerous Halloween events. Local
ncws stations announced that Halloween celebrations were
to be postponed in Western Massachusetts until the follow-
ing weekend. While other area residents might have kept
their costumes and pumpkin carving under wraps,
Overlook employees and residents dressed up and carved
pumpkins by flashlight.

From that Saturday night when the storm struck and
deep into the next week, employees came to work every

(continued on next page)



day. They came to provide physical care and clinical over-
sight, prepare homemade meals, clean rooms, maintain the
generator and engage residents in meaningful activities.
Most employees had no power in their own homes, and
needed to arrange for child care because schools were
closed. They still showed up and worked with spirit and
dedication and were determined that residents would not
even notice that a major power outage was occurring
throughout the region. Essentially, they put their own lives
second so that the needs of the
residents could be met.

As employees did what
they do best, residents sup-
ported them by making them
laugh, and expressed appreci-
ation of their efforts by join-
ing in with the Halloween fes-
tivities so that everyone could
have a little lightheartedness
in the face of the darkness. M

ewell Frank. a Health Center resident in Charlton, loves

to help people become interested in writing. Sewell is
90 years old and has been a Mason for over 60 years. He
loves to write short stories with his favorite subjects bemg
history and his love of Masonry. ;
Sewell states, “My favorite pas-
times are reading, telling stories,
and writing.”

He became involved in his first

writer’s group in 1960 in Bos-
ton, and enjoyed it so much that
later in life he started his first
writer’s group at senior centers in
his community.

Sewell joined the Overlook :
family in 2005 and one of the first thmgs hc implemented
was a writing group for residents of Enhanced Living.
People gathered to share memories and tell stories and
Sewell would teach them how to put their stories down on
paper. “I believe it is so important for people to write things
down and share their life stories with future generations,”
said Sewell.

This past year, Sewell brought his talents to the Health
Center. With assistance from the Activities Department and
an Independent Living resident volunteer, he started anoth-

22

The Groves second annual Fall Festival brought togeth-
er residents, family, and community members for a day
of fun., music, food, magic, and crafts. One particular
group of residents prepared for the Fall Festival in a differ-
ent manner. With the guidance of Dining Manager Amy
Garcia, twelve residents planned a bake sale to support
Share our Strength, a national non-profit that works to end
childhood hunger in America. This organization believes
that it is not enough to make sure America’s children have
enough to eat; but also that they get the nutrition they need
to live healthy, active lives.

The Groves bake sale group began meeting in June to
discuss how to get residents involved, how to advertise,
and how to solicit donations from local markets. With a
goal of raising five hundred dollars, they had a lot of work
to do! Because of their energy and enthusiasm, the group
was able to solicit baked donations from over forty resi-
dents. The group worked all of the previous day wrapping
cookies, brownies, cupcakes, bars, cakes, and breads. Their
beautiful display was the centerpiece of the Festival.
Guests surrounded the tables, trying to make the difficult
decision of which delicious baked good to buy to help sup-
port Share our Strength. The dedicated group of twelve
Groves residents raised over six hundred dollars during the
festival and they have already started talking about how to
increase the scale of the fund-raiser next year. o

er writing group with classes once a week. A local Girl
Scout troop has also volunteered to help. The troop will
visit residents once a month, interview them, receive writ-
ing tips from Sewell, and then compile all of the resident
stories into a book. Sewell is passionate about his writing
saying, “My wish is to teach everyone, no matter their age,
that we all have a story to tell and the talent to put them into
words.”

Sewell has written and shared many stories and even
completed a novel on the Civil War. He is currently work-
ing on a short story about the James C. Nicoll, Jr. Chapel
on the Charlton campus. His story will be written as if the
chapel itself is telling the story. 5]
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Why a Widows Program is Important

by Wor. John Soderblom

CGIt was a warm early June day: a sunny and comfort-
able day that couldn’t have been better. We were
gathered together at two round tables at a local country
club that had given us a small private room. A handful of
widows, several lodge members, and my wife were pre-
sent. The conversation was animated and happy with
smiles all around as these ladies shared stories with each
other and us. I learned things about my lodge 1 had never
known and gained insights only these ladies could give.
When the meal was over, the widows thanked us for a won-
derful afternoon.”

This could be any brother from a lodge with an active
widows program. These ladies, whose husbands have
given so much to the fraternity, deserve to be remembered
and cared for. That is one side of the coin. The other side is
equally important. Our widows can give us information
about our lodges that may not be known to most of us,
Working with the Masonic widows is some of the happiest
work you can do as an officer.

The how-to is simple. It takes a little work up front.
However, an effective program can be easy to set up, fun to

mn, and rewﬂrding for everyone (continued on page 32)

2011-2012 MASTER BUILDER’S
AWARD PROGRAM

by Rt. Wor. Kenneth W. Sprague, Jr.

he Membership Development Committee is

pleased to present our new Master Builder’s Award
as part of this jurisdiction’s ongoing commitment to
membership engagement and getting our existing
members involved in their respective blue lodges.

Eleven items need to be fulfilled for the Master
Builder’s Award, and it must be completed within
twelve months from the start date, which must be after
the September 14, 2011 Grand Lodge Quarterly
Communication.

There are many brothers in our lodges who are look-
ing for Masonic activities to engage them. There are
also brothers who have not returned to lodge recently,
and if a concerted effort is made by the lodge master to
reconnect with these brothers, the Master Builder's
Award may just be the vehicle to peak their interest and
get them coming out once again.

A checklist for the Master Builder’s Award is avail-
able on line. Once it has been completed and signed off
by the master of the lodge and the lodge ambassador, it
should be submitted by the lodge secretary to the
Grand Master’s Office for his review and approval.
Once approved, the recipient can receive his Grand
Lodge certificate signed by the Grand Master and
affixed with the Grand Lodge seal. A formal presenta-
tion will be made at the next visit of the district deputy
grand master.

See www MasonicAmbassadors.net for details and the
checklist. [ |
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REQUIRED:

1. Attend a Grand Lodge sponsored educational pro-
gram.

2. Attend at least one visit of the lodge’s DDGM to
another lodge in the district, or attend a communication
of another lodge in the district.

3. Attend at least seven regular lodge communications
over the course of the year.

4. Work on at least one lodge social activity or a lodge
charitable event.

5. Connect with an inactive brother and bring him back
to lodge.

6. Sponsor at least one candidate into the lodge.

ELECTIVES: (Choose five of the following nine)

1. Take a sanctioned tour of the Grand Lodge building in
Boston,

2. Assist at least once with the setting up of the lodge
room for a meeting or rehearsal.

3. Assist at least once with the preparation of candidates
before the degree, or assist in a cipher training for
another candidate.

4. Attend the Feast of Saint John.
5, Attend a district exemplification.

6. Attend a DeMolay or Rainbow meeting, event, or
Installation.

7. Attend a Masonic memorial service.

8. Assist in organizing and running of an open house or
membership event,

9. Assist in organizing and running a MYCHIP event, or
a blood drive.




Living Freemasonry .. s conm

Meet an Active Massachusetts Mason

Masonry in Massachusetts extends
to some of the extreme corners of
our state: to Provincetown for example,
where Wor. Ralph E. “Des” Desmond is
a past master of King Hiram’s Lodge.
Worshipful Brother Desmond, along with his brother
Edward, joined Norumbega Fraternity Lodge (Newton-
ville) in 2003 by attending a one-day class. Both brothers
joined because of the example set by their father, Brother
Edward J. Desmond Sr.

Des subsequently affiliated with King Hiram's Lodge
and became a line officer. He was installed
master in 2008 and served in the Oriental
Chair for two years. He continues to serve
the lodge as its secretary.

Brother Desmond’s father passed away
just 48 days after his sons were raised. He
never spoke much about Masonry when the
boys were growing up, but they knew who
the Masons were among his circle of friends
and noticed how they all led by example.
The elder Brother Desmond was pleased
that his two sons were finally Masons, but
did chide them for not joining twenty-five
years prior! Knowing now what he missed,
Wor. Ralph Desmond’s greatest regret is not
joining sooner.

Wor. Ralph Desmond enlisted a few men-
tors: Wor. Thurston Ackerman of Norumbega Lodge,
whose past master’s apron he now wears; and Rt. Wor.
Walter H. Hunt and Rt. Wor. Southard Lippincott, who
were both extremely helpful during his formative years in
Masonry. Repaying the favor of mentorship became easy
for him since his first love is teaching. His greatest joy was
raising his two nephews, Brothers Edward J. Desmond III,
and Christopher R. Desmond. He is also involved in the
21st District Lodge of Instruction as lead instructor and
enjoys performing degree work in his other lodges: Adams
Lodge, Mt. Horeb Lodge, and St. Martin Lodge in
Chatham. Brother Desmond’s efforts in his lodges has not
gone unnoticed. In 2010, he was presented with the Joseph
Warren Distinguished Service Medal for his never-ending
support and service to them.

Since 1981, he has been the owner of a corporate infor-
mation technology (IT) training firm. He is a past president

Wor. Ralph E.

of ADAPT, the oldest IT training organization in the
world—even predating the term IT! He has spoken at five
national conventions on IT training. Brother Desmond says,
“Being a Freemason gives me a sense of continued worth
and fulfillment, that even if [ am not as active as in the past,
[ can still be productive.”

He feels that two of the biggest boosts of interest in the
fraternity came from the movie National Treasure, and Dan
Brown’s books. He has been pleased that many lodges are
taking a greater interest in their history and preservation.
He says that the founding of the Massachusetts Lodge of
Research is an example of this commend-
able trend, and he has presented two histor-
ical research papers at this lodge already.

Some Masons say that Masonry is differ-
ent on the Cape and Islands. The districts
are smaller and most district and lodge offi-
cers hold multiple positions and know each
other well. Both Cape districts have very
close ties and support each other’s visits and
events. There has been an exodus of
younger men from the Cape to the main-
land: a Cape-wide problem caused by a lack
of professional jobs and the high cost of liv-
ing. But the 30 to 40 year age group 1s doing
fairly well. Cape Cod DeMolay was started
last year and is thriving. He calls this “hope
for the future!™

The Ben Franklin advertising campaign is definitely
working on Cape Cod. The Wellfleet Library Commission
recently had 120 people listen to a lecture presented by
Wor. Bro. Desmond; many attending as a direct result of the
ads.

Wor. Bro. Desmond does not stop with just Blue lodge
masonry. He is a member of Sylvester Baxter Royal Arch
Chapter and served as its high priest in 2009 and secretary
in 2010. He is the illustrious master-elect of Cape Cod
Royal and Select Masters and the generalissimo-elect of
Cape Cod Commandery #54.

Wor. Bro. Ralph E. Desmond is an active Mason who
constantly gives of himself with the goal of improving his
lodge and the fraternity as best he can, sometimes extend-
ing beyond the length of his cable-tow. The fact that his
lodges so frequently call on this active Mason, is ample evi-
dence of his devotion to the Craft. o

Desmond
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The Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite

Rt. Wor. Jerry A. Roach, Jr.

In the short period since I began work-
ing for the Supreme Council, 33°, I
have had the gift of many opportunities
to speak with brethren all over our won-
derful nation regarding the Scottish Rite;
what it is, and most importantly, why one
should be involved. What follows is the
result of those many presentations and conversations I have
enjoyed with my brethren over the past few months.

What is the Scottish Rite ?

The first question most Masons ask regarding the Scottish
Rite is, “What is it?” At the risk of burdening ourselves
with excessive history, it is important to touch on some key
aspects in order to better understand how the Scottish Rite
differs from, yet enhances, Blue lodge Masonry. It is safe
to say that the Scottish Rite began as a system of side
degrees introduced by expatriate Scottish Masons in mid-
eighteenth century France. French Freemasons loved these
degrees, and their conferral flourished. The better part of
these degrees comprised the 25 degrees of the Order of the
Royal Secret, often mistakenly called the Rite of Per-
fection. As a point of clarity, the Order was the organiza-
tion, and the Rite was the system. The Order of the Royal
Secret began to rapidly spread across the globe to as far

Rt. Wor. Jerry A. Roach Jr is a past
master of Amicable Lodge, a past
DDGM  for the Third Muasonic
District, and serves on the Grand
Lodge Retention & Engagement
Committee. He joined the Scottish
Rite in the Valley of Boston in 2005.
He currently serves as an assistant
master of ceremonies for Massachu-

- setts Consistory, and both the
Membershfp and Retention & Engagement Committees for
the Valley of Boston. He is also a dual member of the Valley
of Guthrie, Oklahoma (Southern Jurisdiction). He is a
writer and executive assistant with the Supreme Council,
33°, Northern Masonic Jurisdiction, U.S.A.
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away as the West Indies: Albany, New York;
New Orleans, Louisiana; and. Vienna,
Austria. By the end of the eighteenth century,
more degrees were added to round out a 33°
system, and in 1801 the Supreme Council,
33°, Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite was
formally established in Charleston, South
Carolina. The state of Massachusetts belongs to the
Northern Masonic Jurisdiction (NMJ) of the Scottish Rite,
which consists of the fifteen states north of the Mason-
Dixon line and east of the Mississippi. Our Supreme
Council, 33° (NMJ), was established in 1813 in New York,
but moved to Massachusetts in 1927. It currently has its
headquarters in Lexington.

The Scottish Rite was originally conferred in degrees
employing a structure with which any Blue lodge Mason
would be familiar: opening, reception, obligation, lecture
and closing. As the nineteenth century unfolded however,
the popularity of vaudeville and repertory theater took hold
on the American consciousness, and the Scottish Rite
evolved into the theatrical form it has today. The degrees
are performed as morality plays that teach the lessons of
Masonry in a more historical and artistic fashion. The
Southern Jurisdiction degrees remain very allegorical to
this day, whereas the Northern Masonic Jurisdiction
degrees are more literal. Productions of the degrees are
very elaborate, with costumes, lighting, and scenery. They
require many members to participate as cast and crew. The
time periods dramatized range from the Solomonic biblical
period. to the building of the second temple, and the mod-
ern era.

There are 29 degrees. In the Northern Masonic Juris-
diction, the first three degrees of Masonry are under the
sole governance of Grand Lodges, none of the 29 degrees
are considered superior to that of Master Mason. The con-
ferral of the 29 degrees is divided amongst four bodies:
The Lodge of Perfection, Council of Princes of Jerusalem,
Chapter of Rose Croix. and Consistory of Sublime Princes
of the Royal Secret. Not counted among those 29 degrees
is the 33°, which is honorary, and cannot be requested.



Lux E formbris

Other than service and merit awards, the 33° is considered
the highest honor in Scottish Rite Freemasonry.

Why would a Mason be involved?

Now that we have identified what the Scottish Rite is, we
come to the most important question, which is, “Why
should one be involved?” To answer that question, let us
start by asking, “Why does one join Freemasonry in the
first place?” During that time
when we were all learning the
lecture of an Entered Ap-
prentice, we were asked,
“Where did you first become
a Mason?” The answer to this
question is one of the most
beautiful in all of Free-
masonry, and is, of course,
“In my heart.” We soon dis-
cover that within the heart of
every Freemason is the desire
to improve himself, and to

Left: A Massachusetts Consistory program from 1909.
Above: Two antique Scottish Rite aprons; photos by John M.Miller and David Bohl.

Courtesy of Scottish Rite Masonic Museum & Library. Lexington

of Freemasonry. If the Blue lodge is indeed that heart, and
I am allowed to mix my metaphors, then I would put it to
you that the Scottish Rite is the soul.

Among the many meanings of the word soul, it is said to
be our spiritual aspect, our source of inspiration and the
embodiment of quality. The Scottish Rite takes the prima-
ry desire of the heart to improve itself and facilitates that
desire by enriching it through the moral reflection of the
soul. When we enrich some-
thing, we add a greater value
to it. We adorn and decorate
it. We refine the desirable ele-
ments of it. We inspire the
spiritual quality within our-
selves. And, that is exactly
what the Scottish Rite does.

The Scottish Rite
Today

The Scottish Rite was at one

adore his creator. Through the
lessons of the next two
degrees, we are taught that
the first step in improving
ourselves and showing our
love for God is to love our
fellow man. These two
lessons are found in one’s
heart: affection for our fellow
man, and adoration of deity.
To show affection and to
adore are both feelings, and
emanate from the heart.
Hence, [ believe that most
Masons would agree that the
Blue lodge is the very heart

Above: lll. Ralph I. Sewall, 33°, Active Emeritus; lil. Donald G.
Hicks, Jr., 33°, P.G.M., Deputy for Massachusetts; and lll. C.
William Lakso, 33°, Active Emeritus, at last year’s celebra-
tion of the 150th Anniversary of Massachusetts Consistory.
Below: Scottish Rite Masons from all over Massachusetis at
the celebration of the Order of the Thistle, a fund-raiser for
the Children’s Dyslexia Center.

time the most exclusive orga-
nization in Freemasonry.
Adjusting for inflation, mem-
bership cost approximately
$6,000 when our Supreme
Council was founded in the
middle of the nineteenth cen-
tury. However, in the early
twentieth century, our illus-
trious forebearers concluded
that the moral principles of
the Scottish Rite were too
important to not be shared
with all the brethren of Free-
masonry. When it evolved
into the dramatic form it has
today it gained the ability to
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teach these moral principles in a more experientially spe-
cific manner. When watching these degrees, we are able to
see these principles in action as they might have taken
place historically or in modern life. We get to actually live
the lessons; to think about them. Man does not learn
through merely feeling. He must think about those feelings.
Therefore, we might say that the Scottish Rite is a living
prism through which one may view the moral principles of
the Blue lodge; or, in other words, it is the soul by which
we thoughtfully reflect on the feelings of our hearts. Albert
Pike, 33°, Past Sovereign Grand Commander of the
Scottish Rite (SJ), and sage, wrote in his Scottish Rite mas-
terpiece, Morals and Dogma:

All this is written indelibly on the tablets of the human
heart. It is not to be erased, but, Masonry sees and reads it
in a new light. It does not expect ills and trials and suffer-

ings to be removed from life; but, that the great truth will
at some time be believed by all men, and that they are the
means, selected by infinite wisdom, to purify the heart and
fo invigorate the soul whose inheritance is immortality, and
the world its school.

With the assistance of the Scottish Rite, we are enabled
to unite our hearts and our souls in service to God, and that
is the very essence of Freemasonry. Now that you have dis-
covered your heart in the Blue lodge—when you feel
ready —come and discover your soul in the Scottish Rite.
For I ask you, “What use is a heart without a soul?” i

For more information about the Scottish Rite
log on to: www.scottishritenmij.org
www.scottishriteboston.org
or www.scottishrite.org

Bro. David Riley

CGHcrc we are, your first lodge of instruction,” the
young tyler said to the entered apprentice. “It’s a
nice building,” he explained as he exited his car and waved
to some of the brethren assembled in the parking lot. Then
he lowered his voice and said, with a smile, “But I prefer
our building.”

The two men approached those gathered around the
back door to the building and exchanged greetings.
“This is our newest entered apprentice,” the
young tyler told the men. The men congratulat-
ed the new Mason and then began walking into
the building, pausing only to clothe them-
selves as Masons before heading into the
lodge room.

Before long, the lodge of instruction meet-
ing was opening and the young tyler and the
entered apprentice were both swept into the flow
of events. They didn’t have a chance to speak
again until they were in the car on the way home.

“Well, how’d you find the experience?” the young
tyler asked.

“That was great,” the entered apprentice said. “For one
thing, it’s the first time I've seen what happens when a
lodge opens.”

The young tyler laughed and nodded, “I hadn’t thought
of that, but lodge of instruction is probably where most of
us first saw a lodge open. It does make an impression,
doesn’t it? Although it isn’t quite the same as a regular
lodge opening, it’s close. How was the instruction?”
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“It gave me plenty to think about. I need to go back and
re-read part of that Claudy book,” the entered apprentice
mused. “There is a lot packed into those degrees you
know.”

The young tyler agreed: “1 still notice something new
every time we have a degree.” He gestured to the back seat
of his car, “And I've got two different books back there
about Masonic symbolism and ritual I've been meaning to
read. Masonic education is kind of a journey without a des-
tination.”

There was a pause in conversation for a time as the
young tyler pulled up in front of the entered apprentice’s
home.

S0, I hope you had a good time,” the young tyler said,

shaking hands with his newest brother.
“I did,” the entered apprentice replied. “I am
amazed at how much there is to learn . . . but, I
suppose, the good news is that I’ve got my
entire life to discover it all.”

“Sounds to me like you've already learned

one of the most important lessons,” the young
tyler replied. “They use to tell guys that they
should make ‘daily progress in Masonry'. I
like that idea. I don’t have to do it all now, but
I have to keep learning and keep applying what
I learn to my life.”
The entered apprentice nodded as he exited the
car, “Thanks for the ride, brother; have a good night.
And I'll see you next week when I'll have made seven
more days of progress in Masonry.”

As he drove home, the young tyler considered the enthu-
siasm of his new brother, After he pulled into his own dri-
veway he sat in the car for a short time, quietly thinking.
When he got out of the car, he paused and turned back,
reaching into the back seat and taking out one of the books
on Masonic philosophy. He then headed into his home,
ready to make some more progress. |
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Norfolk Lodge Honors World War 11 Veterans

I to R: RW Robert Johnsion, Bro. Al Richards, Wor. James Dolan, Bro. Ed Heiman,

MW Richard J. Stewart,

Wor Kenneth Morrison, Mr. Anthony Gravina and Wor. Donald

Laliberte. Wor. Melvin Davis is seated in the wheelchair.

On December 12, Norfolk Lodge host-
ed its annual holiday dinner for wid-
ows and veterans. Military veterans
were honored with certificates of
appreciation for their service during
World War I1, presented by the guest of
honor, Most Wor. Grand Master Rich-
ard J. Stewart.

After a brief business meeting, the
lodge was recessed to allow family and
friends to gather within to witness the
presentations and listen to remarks by
seven of the World War 11 vets. They
offered comments about their wartime
contributions in Europe and in the
Pacific, serving on ships, fighter
planes, and elsewhere. The veterans
also spoke about the pride of serving

their country and that they were hon-
ored to represent countless others who
served along with them, many of
whom gave their lives and did not
return. One veteran who was honored
that night, Wor. Melvin H. Davis, had
just celebrated his 90th birthday. On
December 23rd, Brother Davis depart-
ed for that spiritual building not made
by hands. He will be missed dearly.
The event moved into the banquet
hall for a delicious dinner with a small
orchestra playing holiday tunes.
Beautiful gifts were presented to each
of the lodge widows in attendance who
were all very happy and thankful.
— Wor. Donald LaLiberte
and R.W. David Newcomb

Taber Lodge Remembers Lonely Nursing Home Residents

George H. Taber Lodge hosted its Buy
a Gift Table at the Fairhaven Town
Hall during the annual Victorian Fair.
The lodge purchases boxes of choco-
lates and resells them, at no profit. The
packages are labeled for a nursing
home resident who has no family, and
the buyer signs the label. Shown are:
Wor. Gunnar Berg, RW Lynwood Har-
riman, Bro. Peter Josefek, and RW Eric
Berg. — Wor. James Cochran

A Panama District First
Father and Son Initiated

Gabriel de Carreiria and his son,
Daniel de Jesus Carriera de Obaldia,
age 19, were initiated into Masonry
under the District Grand Lodge of
Massachusetts at the Panama Canal.

Gabriel de Carreira, a practicing
Maritime Attorney, joined Eloy Alfaro
Lodge, which works in Spanish; and
his son, Daniel, a second year medical
student at the University of Latina,
joined Sojourners Lodge, which works
in English.

Above: Bro. Gabriel de Carreiria,
RW DGM John B. Bamber, and Bro.
Daniel de Jesus Carriera Obaldia.

New Treaty with
Panama Grand Lodge

On December 27, the Massachusetts
Grand Lodge and the Grand Lodge of
the Republic of Panama entered into a
new ten-year treaty that provides for
the continued presence of our four
Massachusetts chartered lodges and
addresses the shared responsibility for
raising new Masons in Panama.

Below: Grand Master Richard J.
Stewart, and Most Worshipful Raul
Obaldia Garcia de Paredes, Grand
Master of Masons in the Republic of
Panama.
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Rappeling Mason Raises Money for Special Olympics

Bro. David Fredholm, a member of Delta Lodge, was sponsored by Delta Lodge
and Saint Paul’s Algonquin Lodge in the “Over the Edge” fund-raiser for the
Massachusetts Special Olympics. The challenge was to rappel the 22-story Hyatt
Regency Hotel in Boston. Bro Fredholm raised over $1,000 for Special Olympics.

Bro. Fredholm (shown at left on the Hyatt Regency) has been a member of the
Craft for five years and has been a volunteer and coach for the Special Olympics
for over ten years.

— Bro. Richard Fredholm

Brosnan (right).

Three Generations in Master Mason
Degree at Philanthropic Lodge

In December, at Philanthropic Lodge in Marble-
head, Bro. Glover Broughton (middie) assisted in
the raising of his son, Bro Douglas Broughton
(left), and grandson, Bro. Matthew Broughton
—Rt. Wor. Michael A. Sandberg

Massachusetts Degree Team in Australia  continued from page 3

finally they are fulfilling their Masonic obligations of chari-
ty and relief.

The history of the team is unique and to tell it we must
start at 1888 in Hull England, where Walter Le Brun was
born and became a Master Mariner. Walter eventually found
himself in Melbourne, Victoria, Australia where, in May
1920, he was initiated into the Excelsior Lodge of Industry.
He remained there until 1927 when he joined the Lord
Nelson Lodge as founding worshipful master.
Walter subsequently accepted the position of har-
bormaster in Shanghai China in 1933. Walter
joined the Shanghai Lodge which was chartered
under the Massachusetts Constitution.

In 1937, Japan invaded China, and Walter was

Singapore. Walter survived and was eventually released and
became part of postwar occupation forces in Japan and the
Philippines, where he continued his Masonic art. Eventually
he returned to Shanghai only to flee again, this time from the
Chinese Communists. Walter returned to Melbourne
Australia in 1951 after formally resigning from Shanghai
Lodge and rejoined his original lodge where he remained
until his passing to the Grand Lodge Above in 1976.
During this time back in Melbourne, he became active in

the Lodge of Research and in 1959 he demonstrated the
Massachusetts ritual. Attending were a number of past mas-
ters who were so impressed that they formed a formal group
which later became the existing team. In 1969, they pro-
gressed from just education to charity and from then on
raised funds for the Royal Freemasons Homes. Walter acted
as master for the team until he became too infirm to contin-
ue. The current master, Rt. Wor. Bob Lacy, has been
with the team since 1969. The average tenure of the
members is about [0 years and the team varies
from 10 to 12 members. Today the team dresses
in standard American aprons for the demonstra-
tion and uses replica furniture to enhance perfor-
mance.
Members of the team are all members of other
Masonic Orders apart from the Craft/Blue Lodge.
Current members are: RW Bro. Bob Lacy, W. Bro. Mike
Dzuirack, W Bro. Norm Cutbush, W. Bro. Fred Wheatland,
W. Bro. Colin Beisse, W. Bro. Paul Matthews, W. Bro. Terry
Dwyer, W. Bro Gerry Newland, W. Bro. David Kay, RW
Bro. Eric Nolan, and W. Bro. Reg Merrick.
— Wor Bro Gerry L Newland
Below left: the degree team in their regular (Australian)
regalia; below: attired in regalia appropriate for demon-
strating Massachusetts ritual.
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Above left: Huelen Lodge, Santiago. Wor. Master Rodrigo Salina was installed for a second term. Above right: St John’s Lodge
in Concepcion, South Chile. Wor. Master Terence Martin was installed for his first term.

District Grand Master Bamber Installs New Masters in Chile

Rt. Wor. District Grand Master John B. Bamber was in Chile
in October visiting our brothers there and also installing the
masters for their new terms of office. This is the first visit
that the Dictrict Grand Lodge has made to Chile since it was
assigned to the Panama Canal District. It is also the first visit
since Most Wor, Grand Master Donald Hicks visited during
his term in 2003.

There are three lodges in Chile chartered by the
Massachusetts Grand Lodge: Huelen Lodge in Santiago, St
John's Lodge in Concepcion, and Bethesda Lodge,
Valporaiso. Bethesda Lodge is the oldest operating lodge in
Chile and is the oldest lodge of the Grand Lodge of
Massachusetts operating outside of Massachussetts, having
been constituted in 1853. — Bro. John Doherty

Fellowship Lodge Celebrates Burns, Haggis

The first Rabbie (Robert) Burns Night at Fellowship Lodge
featured Haggis flown in from Scotland! The idea for a night
of Haggis and Burns was the inspiration of Wor. Leslie
Hutchison, whose mother lodge is in Glasgow. After a mix-
ture of Irish and Scottish tunes, and the recital of “Selkirk
Grace” by Bro. Arthur MclIntyre, the Haggis was led in by
piper, Bro. Hutchison.

Robert Burns® “Address to a Haggis” was read by Bro.
Russell Paul. Bits of English pop out, but it is clear that any
food other than Haggis was less than appreciated when
Burns wrote. — Wor. Lee H. Fenn

Below: Bethesda Lodge, Valparaiso; the Master installed
was Wor. Andrew Cave.

TrRoweL Deadlines for 2012 .

Lodge News: April 20 for summer issue
(Veteran Medal photos needed!)
Articles for summer issue due by March 23.

Fall issue: Articles due by June 22
Lodge news items by July 20.

Winter issue: Articles due by September 21
Lodge news items by October 19.

Second District Hosts Christmas Party
for Children of Servicemen

Children of servicemen and women were treated to a visit
from Santa and Mrs. Claus, presents, and a good hot meal,
hosted by the 2nd Masonic District under the leadership of
Rt. Wor. Phil Nowlan.
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Are _you ready to wear the ‘Wings of the Eagle’

The Valley of Boston will be welcoming new Members and Brothers
on the Saturdays of March 31 and April 14, 2012.
March 31 conferring the 4th, 6th, 15th and 16th Degrees;
April 14 the I7th, 18th, 22nd, 31st and 32nd Degrees I

The Great Masters bave always sought more light.

Join the Scottish Rite and discover why!

Contact Ill. Kenneth J. Scott 33° at (617) 426-8228 or VOB @ScottishRiteBoston.org
Brothers: it bas been nearly 10 years since the last performance of the 17th Degree. Don’t miss it!

Elm-Belcher Lodge Makes
Christmas for Needy Kids

Elm-Belcher has been inviting under-
privileged children to the lodge’s annu-
al Christmas Party ever since the Angel
Fund was started in 2004. This year’s
party was attended by 56 kids, 28 of
whom were sponsored by the Elm-
Belcher Angel Fund. Trustees worked
with Agawam School System coun-
selors, who identified 25 children in
need of a Christmas lift. For some, the
only gift they received for Christmas
came from the lodge party.

Quinebaug Lodge’s Christmas Breakfast

Raises Funds for Center of Hope Programs

RW DDGM Robert C. Schremser was at Quinebaug
Lodge’s December breakfast buffet, but Santa Claus was the
guest of honor. Ninety-eight hungry patrons, including forty
children, enjoyed a visit with our brother from the North. All
had a great time singing, dancing, and coloring with Santa.
The lodge successfully raised additional funds to be donat-
ed to the Center of Hope Special Olympics/Sports Activities
fund. Belgian waffles, custom omelettes,sausage gravy, and
much more were enjoyed by all who attended. Shown (in
front): Wor. Ray Vallee, Wor. Chris (Santa) St.Cyr, Bro. Eric
Langevin and Bro. Mike Sgariglia; (back row:) Bros. Mike
Baker, Ken Pierce, Larry Burbridge, Bob St.Cyr, Wor. Ray
Ciani and Bro. Gary McKinstry. —Bro. Bob St.Cyr
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The Angel Fund is supported entire-
ly by donations and fund-raisers at
Elm-Belcher. Wor. Robert Tremblay,
the master at Elm-Belcher, led the
effort to invite the children, shop for
the fantastic toys and gifts, wrap and
decorate them, and set up for the party.
Another past master of Elm-Belcher
lodge, Wor. Dennis Cote, has been an
outstanding supporter of the Christmas
party and is said to have very close ties
to Jolly Old Santa.

This is truly a fun event for the lodge
members, who look forward to it every
year. — Wor. Bob Tremblay

MW George Randall continued from page 9

effects the ruin of the unwary. There are many lodges
scattered through that country. Their influence will
have much to do with the character of the civilization
that is to shape the destiny of great states which are
now in embryo; a character which is to be potential
for good or for evil in the future of this mighty
Republic.”

Brother Randall’s speech had such impact that it was
remembered long after he was gone by those who had
heard it. The remarks were given with such sincerity and
with such zeal that they deeply impressed his audience, and
it was made part of his memorial when he passed from this
world to the next two years later.

In Masonry, Brother George Maxwell Randall was truly
“a light to his brethren and an ornament to the Craft.” But
his greatest work would come after he laid down his high
Masonic office, and undertook his pastoral mission in the
American West, where he offered a similar, but distinct,
kind of light to all that he met, using the power of his
unequalled voice and the strength of his indomitable will.
Despite his fear at the time of his elevation that he was “too
old to be transplanted,” he made a significant impact in the
communities of an emerging part of America, exemplify-
ing both religious and Masonic virtue. |



ASK THE GRAND

LECTURERS

by Rt. Wor. Robert Johnston
Chairman of Grand Lecturers

I have been pleased to receive correspon-
dence and phone calls from our lodges in
Japan and Panama seeking answers on
ritual questions. The correspondents
have been very complimentary about the
“Ask the Grand Lecturer” column and
grateful to have replies to their ques-
tions.As we often say in this Trowel column, we are glad to
help; we are here to help.

Q Is it necessary that feet be in the proper position when
giving the signs of degrees?

A No. It is requested in the Ritual, but doing so is difficult
for some on the sidelines.

Q Can a business meeting be conducted on any degree?
A Yes. And, a district deputy grand master can be received
on any degree also.

Q What is the maximum number of candidates a degree
can be conferred upon at the same time without receiving a
dispensation from Grand Lodge?

A Five candidates.

Q Is the Rite of Destitution performed on candidates indi-
vidually or as a group?
A Individually.

Q Should the junior deacon present from memory the
three questions to candidates for the Entered Apprentice
Degree?

A Yes. The questions should be presented from memory to
each candidate individually.

Deputy Grand Master’s Speech contd from page 15

brother Master Masons. For the real gift of our beloved fra-
ternity is not found in the principles and theories of Free-
masonry, but rather in the essence and character of the
Freemason. It is that spirit of brotherhood that lies within
us that bring forth the highest aspirations of man, and when
good men get together great things will happen.

Ralph Waldo Emerson put it this way, “What lies behind
us and what lies before us are small matters to what lies
within us.”

Most Worshipful Grand Master, I want to thank you
once again for the confidence you have placed in me, and I
look forward to working with you to help make some great
things happen.

Thank you brethren, and remember when you leave here
tonight, don’t check Freemasonry at the door. [ |
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Widows Program continued from page 23

involved. Here are some simple points that can lay the
foundation for an effective program.

The first step, of course, is to create an updated list of
widows that live locally. This is the hardest task. The lodge
secretary may have some ideas. The rest is detective work.
Ask some of your older brothers or check for obituaries on
the Internet of recently passed brethren —widows are often
listed. Once you have a list of names the rest is easy.

There are as many ways to handle a widows program as
there are lodges. Dinners or brunches always work well.
They can be simple and informal or more extensive.
However the lodge should always carry the cost of the wid-
ows’ meals. The lodge can send flowers or birthday greet-
ings to each widow. They will be so happy to be remem-
bered. If you are not sure what to do, go to the source and
ask some of the widows, they will be happy to offer some
suggestions.

In whatever program you choose, do get as many of the
lodge members involved as you possibly can. Widows
enjoy the company of lodge members. For many of them it
offers a chance to talk with someone that they may not
have met. Younger members especially can gain a great
deal from the widows; they have so much to offer.

No matter how simple. every lodge should have a formal
widows program. Don’t let these wonderful ladies be for-
gotten. It’s the right thing to do. When you honor your wid-
ows you honor the brothers who have been raised to the
Celestial Lodge. This should be an integral part of your
lodge service program. ]

Masonic Service Fair

Saturday, March 31, 2012
10am - 2pm
Marlboro Masonic Building
208 Main Street

Business casual. Free parking.

This event is for all masters,
wardens, service chairmen and officers,
or any Mason interested in discovering
the rewarding benefits of serving others.

Find out about ongoing service
projects in our jurisdiction
and others.
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&€ MOM NEEDS HELP, BUT DOESN’ e
- WANT TO MOVE FROM HER HOME. % 9

At Overlook Visiting Nurse Association, we believe that people
are happier and heal faster in their own homes. We care for people
all over Massachusetts, 24 hours a day, 365 days a year.

For the help you need, please visit www.overlook-vna.org

or call (800) 990-7642.
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Visiting Nurse Association
Masonic Health System EE0EE0

THE OVERLOOK LIFE CARE COMMUNITY | OVERLOOK MASONIC HEALTH CENTER
OVERLOOK VISITING NURSE ASSOCIATION | OVERLOOK INFOSOURCE
OVERLOOK C.A.R.E. | OVERLOOK PRIVATE CARE
OVERLOOK SOCIAL AND CORPORATE EVENTS | THE OVERLOOK AT NORTHAMPTON
OVERLOOK OUTPATIENT REHABILITATION && WELLNESS | OVERLOOK HOSPICE
THE GROVES IN LINCOLN | MHS PROGRAMMING AND FITNESS
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Massachusetts Masonic Education and Training
Presents Bro. Christopher L. Hodapp

Author of Freemasons for Dummies and Solomon’s Builders

May 12, 2012 — One Day Only, Three Events
» Lodge of Research Presentation
e Advanced Historic Training
» Statewide Grand Master’s Table Lodge

Massachusetts Masonic

Education & Training Limited Tickets Available for Table Lodge

(Promises to be the biggest and best yet
in Massachusetts!)

See www.MassMasons.org for details.




