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From the East of Grand Lodge
MOST WORSHIPFUL GEORGE HAMILTON

Brethren,

I just returned from the Grand Lodge of Washington D.C., and I am again reflecting on how 
blessed we are in our fraternity.

The Grand Lady and I attended the session with the Grand Marshal, his Lady, and our pillar 
officers. We were celebrating Universal Freemasonry, and were gathered with representatives of 
over 26 Grand Lodges from around the world. 

The week began with a Universal Lodge, which was opened at the George Washington Masonic 
National Memorial. The full form opening was presented with each officer responding in the ritu-

al with their native language. We attended the National Orchestra at the Kennedy Center. A wreath 
ceremony at the World War II Memorial celebrated 80 years since the end of the war. We honored 
our brethren that made the ultimate sacrifice for freedom in the world. The week ended at a grand 
gala event held at the National Cathedral.

We often say that Freemasonry brings together men of every country, sect, and opinion, and 
while this is true, as I reflect on this week, I am reminded that, as Freemasons, we are given the 
chance to see spectacular places and witness events that we never would have experienced on our 
own. The Grand Lodge of Washington D.C. is unique in their access to many of our nation’s spe-

cial places. Through their kindness, they share that with brothers of the world. 
The challenge for each lodge is to consider the people, events, and places in your own town that 

make your lodge special, and find a way to share them with your brethren. I guarantee that you 
will not be disappointed with the results!

It has been my privilege to serve as your Grand Master for the last three years, and I will always 
treasure the memories you have given me.

May the Grand Architect of the Universe continue to bless our beloved fraternity. 

Most Worshipful George Forest Hamilton
Grand Master

Sincerely and fraternally,
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Across the street from my ele-

mentary school in Minneapolis, there 
was an odd building. It was made of 
large red bricks and had the look of 
substance. Outside, there were odd 
symbols which I didn’t understand. 
There was a multicolored star, a box 
around a G, and some eagles.

Every day, I’d leave school to 
walk home, and I’d see this building. 
It looked much older than any other 

building and yet, somehow new. 
Over time, I noticed the cars parked in front of the build-

ing. They often had bumper stickers that were similarly 
confusing. The boxed-up G was on many of them, but there 
were other symbols that I didn’t understand. I lived for near-
ly 40 years, never understanding that building or the symbols 
connected to it.

Then I had my first son. I needed help. Help from other 
men. By that point, I had peripheral knowledge of 
Freemasonry but was curious enough to attend an open 
house. I became one of the mysterious “them,” and couldn’t 
be happier.

From Hidden To the World

We are always in plain sight, though often unseen. For 
Massachusetts, we are all over the world. 

We are always there to lend a hand to our society, though 
often with little or no credit. We are always open to the new 
Brother, who may be wondering where you go once a month.

By being woven into society, from the American 
Revolution to today, we are the people doing the right thing. 
Standing tall, doing good, and getting better is how we 
attract our next generation of Brothers.

  Fraternally, Lee H. Fenn

Thank you to Max Hailperin for the use of his photograph.

2 G R A N D  L O D G E  O F  M A S S A C H U S E T T S

Grand Master of Masons in Massachusetts 

Most Worshipful George Hamilton
TROWEL Staff

Executive Editor 

Lee H. Fenn

Design and 

Production 

Kevin J. Papierski
Copy Editor 

Brian McHale
Assistant Online Editor 

Charles L. Bovaird II
Editorial Staff 

Stephen C. Cohn 

 David P. Newcomb 

Richard Thompson
 Information Officer 

Elliot Chikofsky
Photographers

Marcus Griep, Frank Kautz, Jim McIntosh, Joshua 
Mantello, Joe Raviele, Allan R. Sinclair, Bob Wallace

Trowel Magazine is an official publication of the Grand Lodge of 
Massachusetts, A.F. & A.M. © 2025: all rights reserved. Published 
quarterly for members of Massachusetts lodges. Subscriptions for 
brethren of other Jurisdictions and non-Masons are $6.00 for one 
year, $10.00 for two years, and $12.00 for three years in the U.S. 
only; other countries add $5.00 per year. Mailed at standard A special 
rates, prepaid at Manchester, NH. Printed in U.S.A.

Trowel prefers electronic submissions and will accept 
unsolicited articles, with the right to edit and use when 
space permits. Articles and pictures, unless specified, 
become the property of the magazine. Submitters are 
requested to provide name, address, phone number, e-mail, 
and Masonic lodge, if any. 

Address Changes for Massachusetts lodge members, 
and notifications of deaths, should be sent to the  
individual’s lodge Secretary, and not to Trowel 

Magazine. All other inquiries should be sent to  
the Grand Sec retary’s Office, Masonic Building,  
186 Tremont Street, Boston, MA 02111.

E-mail: grandsecretary@massfreemasonry.org
Grand Lodge telephone: 617-426-6040

Grand Lodge web page: www.MassFreemasonry.org

E-mail all stories to Executive Editor:  

editortrowel@gmail.com

Telephone: 617-401-7587

Editorial Board: 

George Hamilton, Stephen H. Burrall, Jr., 
 Jeffrey L. Gardiner, David A. Libby

ISSN 2372-5710



FRATERNITY News   Events
News & Events continues on page 24

Master Masons 
Gather for Pig Roast

On Saturday, July 26th, Oxford Lodge parking lot was 
packed with Master Masons, their families, and friends 
from the 24th Masonic District. Brother Fred Aubin, Jr., 
from Oxford Lodge, and Bro. Clay Tull from Quinebaug 
Lodge in Southbridge, hosted this fun family event. With 
the help of his sons and friends, Bro. Aubin, along with 
Bro. Tull, started cooking the pig on Friday night at 11pm. 
The pig weighed 120 pounds, and took 15 hours to fully 
cook. Cornhole games were set up for the kids and adults to 
have fun. The roasting pig sent an aroma in the air, driving 
people crazy because it smelled so good. Also served were 
cooked pork butts, BBQ chicken, corn on the cob, pasta 
salad, potato salad, corn bread, cole slaw, baked beans, and 
more. Money raised at this event will go towards the lodg-

es’ needs, and scholarship funds. It was great to see and 
hear people laughing. Children were running around, 
laughing, and having fun throwing water balloons at each 
other. Best of all was the comradery and fellowship that 
Freemasonry is all about, after talking to other brethren, 
family, and friends. -Bro. Jimmy Falzone

Billy Aubin, Max Hanus, Brother Fred Aubin III, Brother Fred 
Aubin, Jr., Brother Clay Tull, and Dave Mackenzie all smile 
after successfully removing the pig from the grill.

The Lost Jewel
“I have something that I believe belongs to a Mason,” 

said David Mullen, of Grafton Massachusetts, who was not 
a Mason when we answered the door at Siloam Lodge. It 
was given to me to find the owner. David was working on 
a school bus one day, and lying on the dash, covered in two 
months’ worth of dust and other debris, was what looked 
like a pencil case.  He dusted it off, opened it up, and there 
was a Past Master’s jewel. I looked at this jewel, and didn’t 
recognize the lodge, Theodore Roosevelt Lodge. I might 
have reached a dead end, but Roosevelt Lodge was on the 
hinge under the banner name of Thomas Talbot Lodge, 

which was a puzzling factor.
The first name on the hinge, Wor. Charles Allard, was 

dated 1936, with the word Wollaston underneath the name. 
The second name was Wor. Frederick Marland, dated 1997. 
I found on Google that Theodore Roosevelt Lodge may be 
in Wollaston, New Jersey. I later discovered that there is 
also   Wollaston in Massachusetts, near Quincy. Checking 
with our Grand Librarian, Wor. Matt Ahearn, I was given 
contact info for Wor. Bro. Marland. He let out a great sigh 
of relief when I called him.

 He hadn’t realized that his jewel had slipped out of his 
carry case, and gotten lost in the seat of the bus. Panic set 
in. This precious lodge artifact, of great monetary and his-

torical value, was gone. Wor. Bro. Marland is presently  Sr. 
Grand Deacon, and a member of Wamiset Lodge in 
Tewksbury. I went with Rt. Wor. Jeffery Bartee, the DDGM 
for 15S, who returned this jewel to its rightful owner. The 
highlight of the evening was seeing the look on Wor. Bro. 

Marland’s face when I placed it in his coat pocket.
 Through the thoughtfulness of a stranger, who is no 

longer a stranger to me, and who could have profited great-
ly from this find, is now a friend. This man of character is 
the type of man we are looking for. [Editor’s Note: The full 
story will appear on the Grand Lodge website.]

Rt. Wor. John L. Carlson
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B  rethren all, it is a great honor and comfort to me to be 
able to periodically write a few words to my friends 

and Masonic brothers. As a member of the clergy, one 
would think that I have little difficulty in expressing 
myself. It can be concluded that when it pertains to other 
external subjects from the pulpit, I am able to organize 
my words and viewpoints in a cohesive fashion. However, 
when it comes to discussing my own internal challenges, 
it is another situation altogether. But, in this instance, 
with my trust in the Craft rock solid, I will deviate from 
my comfort zone. In summary, this past year has been a 
very difficult one for me. My marriage of over thirty 
years ended last December, my younger son was diag-

nosed with cancer this past summer, and the synagogue 
building that I have been blessed to lead for the past 
twelve years was sold in September. Any one of those 
things by themselves was hard enough. This combi-
nation, however, has at times, been painful to 
my core. 

Needless to say, there are countless situ-

ations with other people, Masons certainly 
not exempt, who have experienced much 
worse situations than me. So, this is not a 
griping session. You won’t find me laying 
out my troubles on social media. I won’t be 
calling into any late-night radio shows or 
podcasts to express my anger at the world. I 
certainly would judge no one who chooses that 
course, it just isn’t for me. I realize without fail that I have 
had a lot to be thankful for in my life. With my faith in 
G-d, the support of my family and friends, along with the 
blessing of Freemasonry and my congregation, I have 
been able to find a path forward.

 However, don’t mistake my approach for having a 
lack of anger, sadness, and confusion. These emotions 
applied to Moses in the old testament. Despite the Golden 
Calf, attempted mutinies by his people, and personal sac-

rifice, he ultimately guided his people to the promised 
land of Israel, as entrusted to him by G-d. Harold 
Kushner, my rabbi growing up, lost his son at fourteen to 
progeria. His anger was refocused, and that period culmi-
nated in him writing a famous and comforting book from 
his experience. Many people with serious disabilities 
have achieved brilliance in academics, athletics, politics, 
and many other areas of influence. Veterans have returned 
home from war with significant injuries, including 
post-traumatic stress disorder, and have had to navigate 
how to survive and function in society again. Millions of 
people have spent years, and even generations, recover-
ing from the personal experience or loss of loved ones in 

various wars or genocides such as the Holocaust, some-

times both. If all of those people were able to manage the 
emotional impact from the various tragedies and/or chal-
lenges they faced, then I should, theoretically, have little 
to complain about.

 However, in trying to suppress my feelings in correla-

tion to the severity of other people’s experiences, I find 
that I am being unfair to myself. We process the moments 
in our lives, whether small or extreme, in various ways. 
While there are times to prioritize issues based on level of 
importance or urgency, there are times when being prag-

matic isn’t an immediate, viable option. You aren’t 
always going to look at the ”bright side” and say that it 
could be worse, or that there are other people suffering to 
a greater extent. Ultimately, most of us will get to that 
point with the support of others, both personally and pro-

fessionally, along with our innate ability to heal phys-

ically and emotionally. But, to deny or suppress 
those feelings at the onset deprives or delays 

you of the chance to properly heal, with 
potentially dire consequences as a result. 

Many of us do not want to ask for assis-

tance, or receive support from others, 
whether due to upbringing, pride, culture, 

religion, or even politics. We are often 
taught from childhood to stand on our own 

two feet, and manage our own issues. Perhaps 
we are so transfixed in a certain mindset that we 

can’t see the reasoning in other divergent opinions, lead-

ing to an emotional state that is not only problematic, but 
perhaps dangerous. Emotional or physical pain affects us 
in so many adverse ways. How we process that pain is 
critical to our ability to heal and recover. To move past the 
anger stage, to accept and find a purposeful path forward. 
However, we must be willing to let others in at some 
point. Pride is important and can often be a virtue, but it 
can also become the proverbial “albatross” that can be 
difficult to escape.

Freemasons strive to emulate the perfect ashlar, but 
sometimes it can get a bit rough. That is when we can 
count on each other the most. While the challenges for me 
aren’t over, I know that being able to rely on my Masonic 
brethren, whether through words, actions, or just knowing 
that you are there, will allow me to find the best path 
forward. Thank you for that privilege. I look forward to 
greeting you on the level. ■

Finding My Path
by Rt. Wor. & Cantor Seth Landau

Rt. Wor. Seth Landau is the current Spiritual Leader of
Congregation Sons of Israel of Peabody, and a Past
Master of Norumbega Fraternity Lodge.
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OF THE GRAND LODGE OF MASSACHUSETTS

The September 2025
 Quarterly
  Communication

On September 10, 2025, at 1:30 p.m., a momentous 
day preceding a momentous day, the Masons in 

Massachusetts gathered in Brotherhood and Charity for all 
in the sanctuary of the Lodge room to enjoy the Fall 
Quarterly Communication of their Grand Lodge. After the 
Grand Master, Most Worshipful George F. Hamilton 
entered the Lodge room to a standing ovation, he intro-

duced the Color Guard, the Aleppo Arab Patrol, to present 
the flags of Massachusetts and the United States of 
America. The Brethren pledged their allegiance to the 
flag, and together sang the National Anthem. Bro. John 
Whipple introduced his fellow Nobles of the Color Guard: 
Bros. Carl Swenson, Emmanuel “Manny” Ohanessian, 
and Rt. Wor. Jacob Yanovich.

Rt. Wor. Hank I. Peirce, Grand Chaplain, invoked the 
blessing of deity, after which the Grand Master opened the 

Communication. He welcomed the guests, reminding the 
Brethren of the single “Delaware clap.”

The Grand Master introduced the Capt. of the First 
Responders, Rt. Wor. Jerry Bergeron, and Wor. Patrick 
DelVal, who provided the live stream. M. Wor. Bro. 
Maggio, Grand Secretary, explained the system of voting 
for lodges, and the recognition of proxies, which was 
approved. He further explained that Lafayette-Dover 
Lodge, Norwood, and Azure Lodge, Walpole, will merge to 
form Azure-Lafayette Lodge (Azure Lodge will relinquish 
its charter). In addition, Quinebaug Lodge, Southbridge, 
will merge with Webster Lodge, Webster, to form Maj. Gen. 
Salem Towne Lodge (Quinebaug Lodge will relinquish its 
charter). The motion was accepted by the Brethren. The 
Grand Master explained that a prominent Mason, Bro. Maj. 
Gen. Salem Towne, built and owned the large Salem Towne 

by Wor. Lee H. Fenn

M. Wor. Justin A. Petty, Grand Master,  
Prince Hall Grand Lodge of Massachusetts

M. Wor. Kenneth A. Clay, Past Grand Master,  
Grand Lodge of New Hampshire

M. Wor. Andre H. Faria, Jr., Grand Master, Grand Lodge of Rhode Island 
M. Wor. Thomas E. Pulkkinen,  

Past Grand Master, Grand Lodge of Maine
Rt. Wor. Samir C. Bichara, Grand Representative  

of the Grand Lodge Rio de Janeiro 
Rt. Wor. Leone Brandao, Grand Representative  

of the Grand Lodge of Minas Gerias
Rt. Wor. Oscar M. Zepeda, Grand Representative,  

Grand Lodge of Baja California, Mexico
Massachusetts York Rite Bodies

M. Excel. George Leonard Herbolsheimer IV, Grand High Priest,  
Grand Royal Arch Chapter of Massachusetts

M. Ill. Manual Ferreira, III, Most Illustrious Grand Master, Grand 
Council of Royal and Select Master Masons of Massachusetts

Sir Knight Stephen D. Whitmore, Rt. Eminent Grand Commander  
of the Grand Commandery, Knights Templar, and the Appendant Orders, 

of Massachusetts and Rhode Island
Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry for the  

Northern Masonic Jurisdiction of the United States of America
Ill. Walter F. Wheeler, Sovereign Grand Commander

Ill. Scott D. Inglis, 33°, Deputy for Massachusetts 
Ill. Donald M. Moran, 33°, Active for Massachusetts

Ill. C. William Lakso, 33°, Active Emeritus for Massachusetts
Ill. Peter R. Smith, 33°, Active Emeritus for Massachusetts

Ill. Robert E. Godbout, Jr., 33°, Active Emeritus for Massachusetts
Shrine International

Ill. Clifford A. Critch, Potentate, Aleppo Shrine 
Ill. Christopher W. Parker, Potentate, Melha Shrine 

Other Masonic Bodies
Wor. & Dad Matthew S. Gerrish, Executive Officer,  

Order of the DeMolay, Massachusetts
M. Wor. Todd O. Galarneau, Worthy Grand Patron,  

Grand Chapter of Massachusetts, Order of the Eastern Star
Sir Knight Francis J. Burke, Grand Royal Patron,  

Grand Court of Massachusetts, Order of the Amaranth
Other Affiliated Introductions

Rt. Wor. Kenneth R. Blake, Chairman of the Board,  
Masonic Health System of Massachusetts

Other Introductions
Rt. Wor. Eduardo Crocamo, District Grand Master

Past Grand Masters
M. Wor. Albert Timothy Ames (streaming)

M. Wor. Jeffrey Black Hodgdon
M. Wor. Richard James Stewart (streaming)

M. Wor. Harvey John Waugh
M. Wor. Paul Fulton Gleason

M. Wor. Richard Maggio

The Grand Master introduced the guests as follows: 
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House at the head of the Common in Sturbridge. On the 

second floor, there is a clouded canopy ceiling in a room 
where they held Masonic meetings in the 1700s.

Rt. Wor. W. Warren Richardson, Jr.’s report on the 
Records Committee was approved. The budget, distributed 
to all attending Brethren, was approved. The report on the 
Committee on Charters and Bylaws, delivered by Rt. Wor. 
Stephen C. Cohn, approved amendments for three lodges. 
Deputy Grand Master, Rt. Wor. John A. MacLeod, delivered 
the Necrology. The Celestial Lodge above has been enriched 
by nearly 500 years of Masonic experience with the passing 
of these ten Brothers. Rt. Wor. 

Walter Hunt delivered a eulogy for 
Rt. Wor. Ernest A. Pearlstein. (See 
page 8)

 Grand Chaplain, Rt. Wor. & 
Rabbi Benjamin S. Flax led the sor-
rowful Brethren in prayer.

 The Grand Master presented the 
candidates for Junior Grand Warden: 
Rt. Wor. Michael Shawn Nemeth, 
PDDGM, District 29, and Rt. Wor. 
Paul Roland Gaudet, Jr., PDDGM, 
District 15N. He later introduced 
the nominee for the office of Senior 
Grand Warden, Rt. Wor. Michael 
Ronald Durocher, PDDGM, District 
16. (See page 20) In accordance 
with tradition, the Marshal runs 
unopposed for Senior Warden in the last year of a Grand 
Master’s three years.

 The Grand Master turned to one of our members who 
trod on the darkened square and received suspension. The 
Brethren affirmed the suspension. 

“Brethren, we are very fortunate to live with the tech-

nology that we have today.” The Grand Master turned to 
the more joyous. “I would like to announce that Bro. 
Hiro Takayama, who is streaming with us today from 
Sinim Lodge in Tokyo Japan, has been commissioned 

the Grand Representative to China. Congratulations Rt. 
Wor. Bro. Takayama.”

The Brothers of the Dimpled Orb arrived in the East to 
present the Grand Master with a donation. This affinity 
group enjoys the pleasure of playing golf. Several lodges, 
several Brothers, and several businesses, sponsored a fund-

raising golf tournament, which 72 golfers attended on June 
30th at Easton Country Club. First, they presented the 
Grand Master with a Brothers of the Dimpled Orb baseball 
cap, serial number one.  Second, the affinity group donated 
a substantial sum to the Brotherhood Fund.

Rt. Wor. Mason Russell, the 

Grand Treasurer, recounted the joy 
of the Grand Master’s cruise to 
Bermuda, June 20th to 27th. As the 
travel advisor, Rt. Wor. Bro. 
Russell made the arrangements for 

the trip. He donated his commis-

sions for the arrangements, more 

of which will be coming, to the 
Brotherhood Fund.

M. Wor. Bro. Petty presented the 
Grand Master with a copy of the 
historical 250th anniversary journal 
for the archives of the Grand Lodge. 
He explained that next year, from 
April 23rd through April 26th, 
African Lodge #459, the first Prince 
Hall Lodge, will be opened to mem-

bers. Membership can be attained by all Master Masons in 
good standing. Membership is available online at https://
princehall.org/african-lodge-459/.

Rt. Wor. Matthew Niedermeier, accompanied by Rt. 
Wor. Alfredo Canhoto, introduced Wor. Henry S. Marc. as 
a representative of the Scouter’s Lodge in the East.  He 
explained the Walker Memorial is for distinguished Boy 
Scouts. This year’s ceremony honored the life of Bro. 
George W. Hamilton, the Grand Master’s father. They pre-

sented the Grand Master with a program and a patch com-

Left: The Grand Master enters the Quarterly.  Right: The Color Guard, Bro. Emmanuel “Manny” Ohannessian,  

Rt. Wor. Jacob Yanovich, Bro. Carl Swenson III, and Bro. John Whipple, Major of the Arab Patrol.

Rt. Wor. Mason Russell donated his  

travel commissions for the Bermuda Cruise 

to the Brotherhood fund.
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memorating the event.
“I welcome you all back from summer and to begin 

another Masonic year,” began the Grand Master. “I hope 
you were able to get some rest and family time during the 
summer! As we prepared for the Bunker Hill events in 
June, it was our privilege to partner with the Ancient and 
Honorable Artillery Company, the SAR, DAR, and the 
Bunker Hill Monument Association, which resulted in 
several outstanding celebrations during the Bunker Hill 
week. We were pleased to host the team from the WCVB 
Chronicle show, who filmed several segments in our 
Grand lodge, which were aired on 
June 12th.”

“Our Grand Lodge performed a 
public Cornerstone Rededication 
Ceremony at the Bunker Hill 
Monument on June 16th. Normally, 
the Bunker Hill Gala event is held 
at Faneuil Hall, but due to con-

struction, we hosted it in the Boston 
Commandery Armory. Many 
thanks to Rt. Wor. Paul Malagriffa, 
the Eminent Commander of Boston 

Commandery for his hospitality.”
“On the morning of June 17th, 

the Grand lodge held an 18th centu-

ry funeral ceremony in honor of M. 
Wor. Joseph Warren at his grave in 
Forest Hills Ceremony.  Thanks to 
Rt. Wor. Hank Pierce for his leadership. We celebrated the 
250th anniversary of the Battle of Bunker Hill with civic 
and community leaders at the Memorial.” 

“Our Knox Cannon was delivered by Big Statues, LLC, 
in June, and we transported the cannon to Fort Ticonderoga 
on July 20th in New York, to begin its journey across the 
Knox Trail.” While in New York, Grand Lodge conducted 
a cornerstone ceremony at the Saratoga War Memorial. The 
original cornerstone was laid two hundred years ago, fifty 
years after the battles took place.

“On August 2nd, the cannon was brought to Great 
Barrington for its first stop in Massachusetts. Members of 
the Pawtuxet Rangers, and the Henry Knox Color Guard of 
the SAR conducted cannon and musket demonstrations at 
Memorial Park. A barbeque banquet was held at Ventfort 
Hall Gilded Age Mansion and Museum in Lenox. And a 
wonderful time was had by all.”

The Grand Master recounted the Bermuda trip with 
forty Massachusetts Masons and guests on the Norwegian 
Cruise ship Jewell. “We toured the three Grand Lodges on 
the Island (UGLE, GL of Scotland, and GL of Ireland). 

Many thanks to Rt. Wor Bro. Russell 
for organizing the event and acting 
as our Tour Guide.”

“In June, 2025, a delegation 
from Massachusetts had the dis-

tinct honor of visiting the Grand 
Lodge of São Paulo, Brazil. 
Representing our Grand Lodge, 
thirteen brothers made the journey. 
The hospitality, generosity, and fra-

ternal warmth extended by the 
Grand Lodge of São Paulo were 
extraordinary. Our exemplification 
of the Master Mason Degree high-

lighted our Massachusetts Masonic 
traditions in the finest form. This 
trip was very important for con-

tinuing to build the Masonic ties 
between our Grand Lodges.”

A Grand Lodge delegation to the annual Northeast 

Conference of Grand Masters was hosted by the Grand 
Lodge of North Carolina, in Raleigh, North Carolina, 

including our Grand Secretary, Junior Grand Deacon, and 
Grand Standard Bearer.

“2025 has been full of historic events in Massachusetts as 
we began the celebration of the US Sestercentennial. 2025 
represents the 250th anniversary of the raising of M. Wor. 
Prince Hall, and fourteen men of color in Lodge #441 of the 

The Affinity Group, Brothers of the Dimpled Orb (golf  
lovers) make a donation to the Brotherhood Fund.

The Candidates for Junior Grand Warden, Rt. Wors. Paul  

Roland Gaudet, Jr. and Michael Shawn Nemeth.

M. Wor. Justin Petty presented the Grand 

Master with the program from the 250th 

Anniversary of Prince Hall Freemasonry.
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ERNEST A. PEARLSTEIN
1944-2025

We remember those who have been part of our 
Masonic experience, not by rote recall of their hon-

ors and achievements, but by experi-
ences we shared together. Memory 
is sometimes faulty, but we live in 
an age where technology preserves 
those events. Photography keeps 
frozen moments at hand, and it is the 
pictures of the many times we have 
all shared with R. W. Brother Ernie 
Pearlstein that will cause us to long 
recall his presence. 

 He is in a lot of pictures. We have 
often made this a point of amuse-

ment: wherever there was a camera, 
our Brother would make sure he was 
in the frame. Still, as the clown 
Rollo, as Junior Grand Warden, and 
in many other roles, he was on hand, 
and was usually smiling. Brother 
Pearlstein was the welcoming face of 
Freemasonry wherever he went.

 Brother Pearlstein came to 
Masonic light in 1979, in Revere 
Lodge, serving as Master in 1985 
and 1986. He also affiliated with 
Euclid Lodge in 1983, and assumed the East of that body 
in 1986, and again in 2011. In 1998, he served as Master of 
Mount Scopus Lodge, and in 2018, he was in the East of 
the Masters’ Lodge. He was active in a number of other 

lodges, frequently being elected to honorary membership. 
In 2005, he was elected Junior Grand Warden, serving with 
Grand Master Jeffrey Black Hodgdon.

Many in the Fraternity knew Brother Pearlstein through 
his active participation in the Shrine. His participation 

spanned forty-five years, beginning 
in 1980, serving in numerous roles. 
Many both inside and outside the 
Fraternity would have met him as 
Rollo the clown. He served as Boss 
Clown, and became involved with 
the ISCA (the International Shrine 
Clown Association). There is a 
Sebastian statue modeled on his 

character, showing a clown kneeling 
beside a small girl. It bears the leg-

end “Meet them on their level.” 
 This phrase can readily apply to 

Brother Pearlstein’s work as a 
Shrine clown, but it seems fitting 
for other areas of his Masonic and 
professional career. He always met 
people on their level. Despite many 
accolades and accomplishments, he 
was open and friendly, generous 
and kind. We all seek to meet each 
other on the level, and that was a 
hallmark of Brother Pearlstein’s 
life. Now we part from him, so that 

he can bring his smile and generous spirit to the Celestial 
Lodge above. ■

[Editor’s Note: This photo mosaic is made of about three  
percent of the photos Trowel has of Rt. Wor. Bro. Pearlstein.]

Irish Registry attached to the 38th British Foot Infantry, at 
Castle William Island in Boston Harbor. We were honored to 
attend the celebration at the Most Worshipful Prince Hall 
Grand Lodge in Boston on August 9th. The relationship of 
M. Wor. Bro. Hall with Dr. Joseph Warren and other Masons 
reminds us of our Masonic values and heritage, and what an 
important part Masons played and continue to play in our 
county. We join with our Prince Hall Brethren in celebrating 
this heritage and honoring the memory of Prince Hall whose 
wisdom and foresight extended the Brotherhood of man 
under the Fatherhood of God.”

“On June 14th, the Grand Chapter Massachusetts Order 
of the Eastern Star held a Grand Master Class in Corinthian 

Hall. It was my honor to greet the new members. It was a 
pleasure to have many members who had never been in our 
building before attend and hear the beautiful ritual per-
formed by the Grand Chapter Officers. This coincided with 
the 150th Anniversary, which was celebrated in August.”

“This is also the 100th anniversary of the Grand 
Assembly of Massachusetts, I.O.R.G. It was my honor to 

attend the June session at Nichols College in Dudley.” Also 
at Nichols College, the Grand Master attended the DeMolay 
conclave in August. “I want to thank the youth advisors and 
the youth committee for their hard work to support our 
Masonic family. Special recognition goes to Mom Diane 
Collins, who was awarded the Youth Advisor of the year 
award by the Scottish Rite Northern Masonic Jurisdiction, 
and recognized for her work with both Rainbow and 
DeMolay at the Supreme Council session in Indianapolis.”

“I was recognized with the fourteen other Grand 
Masters of the AASR NMJ at the Supreme Council Session 
at Indianapolis.”

“Congratulations to the seventeen brothers of our juris-

diction who received the 33rd and last degree of Freemasonry 
in Indianapolis on August 26th.” Along with the Grand 
Master, the other Brothers were David Alan Blake, Kevin 
John Buckley, Leon Herbert Cudworth, Lester Alley Davis, 
Jr., Richard Earle Haley, Michael Thomas Hargreaves, 
Christopher Allend Ives, Haralambos (Bob) Kefalas, 
Robert Ernest Lajoie, Jonathan Timothy Lapomardo, 
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Laurence Howard Lowe, David R. Lucas, John James 
Maihos, John Wilde Ruggles, Donald Seibert Stevens, 
Charles Sumner Tower, and Kenneth Allan Zeller.

The Grand Master 

recalled that Pioneer Lodge 
and leaders from D16, D19E, 
and D19W gathered at the 
Lazy A Driving Range for a 
special outdoor Master 
Mason’s Degree on Friday, 
August 1st. “The ritual was 
outstanding, and the candi-
dates had a very memorable 
experience. I thoroughly 
enjoyed the food, fellow-

ship, and work of the eve-

ning, and I hope this becomes 
a district tradition.

“The second Masonic 
Family Fun Day was held on 
August 10th. We gathered at 
the American Heritage Museum in Hudson, MA, for the 
second time. It was another beautiful, sunny day. Districts, 
appendant bodies, and Masonic clubs manned the booths to 

serve up fellowship, food, entertainment, and a great time 
for all. I understand that 40-50 prospective members were 
in attendance learning what Masonry is all about. It’s hard 

to imagine that any of them 
left without being totally 
impressed. It was great to 
see so many families, chil-
dren, and guests having fun 
at that beautiful venue. 
Special thanks to Rt. Wor. 
William Kessler, and our 
outstanding committee. 
They worked all year to cre-

ate this incredible success.”
“An historic event 

occurred last weekend with a 
jurisdiction-wide Entered 
Apprentice Degree at Aleppo 
Temple in Wilmington. 
Sixty-nine candidates from 
seven lodges across the state 

gathered with their sponsors to receive the First Degree, 
delivered entirely in Portuguese. The ritual reflected much 
work and was delivered with passion and in fine form. The 

Rt. Wor. Alfredo Canhoto, Wor. Henry S. Marc, and Rt. 

Wor. Matthew A. Niedermeier, from Scouter’s Lodge pre-

sented a patch and program from the Walker Memorial 

ceremony honoring the Grand Master’s father.

The Noble TraiN of arTillery lexiNgToN DeDicaTioN aND giviNg TuesDay

At 4pm, on December 2, 2025, the Grand Lodge of 
Masons in Massachusetts 250th Anniversary 

Committee, in partnership with the Scottish Rite Northern 
Masonic Jurisdiction, and the Scottish Rite Masonic 
Museum & Library, will host the next official stop in the 
Retracing of the Noble Train of 
Artillery - a living history journey 
honoring Colonel Henry Knox’s leg-

endary 1775–76 expedition that car-
ried captured cannon from Fort 
Ticonderoga to Boston.

This ceremony in Lexington 
marks the dedication of the Hamilton 
250 Cannon, in its permanent home 
on the museum grounds. It commem-

orates America’s 250th anniversary 
and celebrates the enduring connec-

tions between Masonic heritage and the birth of the nation. 
The day will unite history, fellowship, and family fun, in a 
program designed for all ages.

The cannon’s journey has already included milestone 
ceremonies at Fort Ticonderoga and Saratoga in NY, Great 
Barrington, the Springfield Armory, the Wayside Inn in 

Sudbury, and Sturbridge Common. Each stop revives the 
spirit of Knox’s winter march through New England.

Lexington’s program coincides with the Museum’s 
Giving Tuesday celebration, featuring free outdoor activi-
ties and ceremonies that are open to the public. An optional 

reception with hors d’oeuvres will 
follow ($50 per person/$90 per cou-

ple), with advance registration 
required at https://scottishritenmj.
org/charities/a-night-of-charity.

Ceremonial participants include 
the Sons of the American Revolution, 
Daughters of the American 
Revolution, National Society 
Children of the American Revolution, 
Lexington Minutemen, Knox 
Artillery, Pawtuxet Rangers, Crane’s 

Artillery, the Sudbury Ancients Fifes & Drums, and the 
Sudbury Minute Militia. The event will be a day of hom-

age, camaraderie, and celebration honoring the endurance 
of the patriots who forged a nation, and the timeless bonds 
of fraternity that continue to unite those who preserve 
their legacy. ■

continued on page 27
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A JOURNEY OF LIGHT: MASSACHUSETTS 
BRETHREN VISIT BOGOTÁ

From August 13 to 17, 2025, seven Brothers from the Grand 
Lodge of Massachusetts traveled to Bogotá, Colombia, for 

what became a profound fraternal and cultural exchange. 
Representing four lodges were: Bros. Nicolas Guerrero, 
Joseph Chevalrey, Jay Chaudhary (St. John’s Lodge), Rt. Wor. 
& Rev. Hank Peirce, Wor. Theodore Poppitz (Amicable 
Lodge), Bro. Michael Simon (Charity Lodge), and Bro. 
Thomas James “TJ” Gunning (Mount Olivet Lodge). The 
group was received with warmth by their Colombian hosts.

The group was led by Bro. Nicolas Guerrero, who served 
as both guide and bridge between jurisdictions. Together, the 
Brethren embarked on a unique experience of Masonic tour-
ism, a journey designed not merely to witness landmarks of 
stone and mortar, but to engage with the living temple of ritual, 
fellowship, and brotherly love. At the heart of the visit was the 
opportunity to witness and reflect upon the three degrees of the 
Craft. These ceremonies, rich in symbolism and sacred mean-

ing, were shared not as performances, but as living traditions 
and expressions of the timeless journey from darkness to light.

Beyond the tiled chambers, the 

I couldn’t believe that a 
stranger on a street 

corner just placed a 
$10,000 raw emerald 
into the palm of my hand. 
If I drop it, I buy it. My 
shortness of breath is 

from the altitude, I think, 
or the freshly brewed 
Colombian coffee. Every 
morning, emerald street 

traders known as esmer-
alduros, sell or trade 

emeralds near the 

Emerald Center in 

Bogota, Colombia.

Brother-owned Alpha Tours delivered big on a cus-

tom tour of Bogota that included coffee tastings, visits 
to the Botero and Gold Museums, cultural heritage sites, 
and local food and drink favorites. Seven brothers trav-

elling from Massachusetts wanted more than a tour, they 
wanted to see the first three degrees of Scottish Rite 
ritual performed by the Lodges Arte y Cultura No. 52; 
Cultures de la Acacia No. 77; and Union Universal No. 
79, at the Bogota, Colombia Grand Lodge. 

The red carpet was rolled out for us at the Grand 
Lodge while candidates were reflecting on their journey 
in the catacombs below the grand lodge, and having 
their determination and intentions tested. The degree 

work was dramatic, powerful, and raw. Interpreters 
helped us follow along and we participated in some 
portions of the ritual. 
What I saw that day 
changed me, and I 
recommend you see it 
for yourself. We 
departed on the square 
with a toast to our 
lodges and our 

Brotherhood, with the 
sincere intention of 
returning for more.

-Wor. Theodore  

“Ted” Poppitz

EMERALD  
IN THE ROUGH -  

A VISIT TO BOGATA

continued on page 32
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No dia 6 de setembro de 2025, a Maçonaria de 
Massachusetts viveu um marco histórico. Pela primei-

ra vez, foi realizado um Primeiro Grau Maçônico em língua 
portuguesa, no Shriners Auditorium, em Wilmington, MA. 
O evento reuniu irmãos de diversas Lojas do estado, além 
de visitantes de outros estados e países, consolidando um 
importante passo na integração da comunidade brasileira 
com a tradição maçônica americana.

Sob a liderança do Rt. Wor. Sérgio de Assis, Committee 
Chairman, e com a direção ritualística do Rt. Wor. Leone 
Brandão, Grand Lecturer, o evento foi cuidadosamente 
planejado ao longo de vários meses de preparação e ensaios 
intensos. A cerimônia foi conduzida com excelência pela 
The Independence Lodge, contando com oficiais de diver-
sas Lojas de Massachusetts, que se uniram para formar o 
primeiro Degree Team em português da história do estado.

O evento contou ainda com a honrosa presença do 
Suite da Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, liderado pelo M. 
Wor. George Forest Hamilton, Grand Master. Em nome de 

todo o comitê organizador, agradecemos profundamente 

ao Grand Master e a todos os Grand Officers presentes, 
cujo apoio e prestígio engrandeceram ainda mais este 
momento histórico.

Ao todo, 70 candidatos brasileiros participaram da ini-
ciação, acompanhados por suas famílias e irmãos, totalizan-

do mais de 500 pessoas presentes no evento. Além da cer-
imônia ritualística, a programação incluiu espaços de con-

vivência familiar, atividades culturais e momentos de con-

fraternização fraterna.
Mais do que um grau, este evento representa inclusão, 

união e expansão. Ao abrir espaço para que a cerimônia 
fosse realizada em português, a Grande Loja de 
Massachusetts reafirmou seu compromisso com a diversi-
dade e com o fortalecimento dos laços fraternais.

O Brazilian Day 2025 será lembrado como o início de 
uma nova página na história da Maçonaria americana uma 
ponte entre culturas, unidas pelos mesmos ideais maçônic-

os de fraternidade, verdade e aperfeiçoamento pessoal. 
-Rt. Wor. Samir Bichara

70 INICIADOS NO PRIMEIRO GRAU 
DE APRENDIZ MAÇOM EM PORTUGUÊS

English translation on page 32
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Wor. Patrick McDonnell and Rt. Wor. Andrew 
MacKinlay encouraged and nudged the members of 

Sinim Lodge to add charitable children’s events to our 
spring calendar for the last few years. The Sinim Lodge 
membership answered the call. Throughout March and 
April, Sinim members participated in several fundraising 

initiatives. These included selling t-shirts at Yokosuka 
Naval Base, a successful Weight Loss Challenge fundraiser, 
and a charity concert called the “Sinim Palooza.” At the 
heart of each undertaking was the ambition to bring a bus-

load of orphaned children to the Tama Hills Recreation 
Facility for a day of rare fun.

On March 4th, a beautiful Sunday, a bus loaded with 18 
children and nine chaperones left the Nakano area of Tokyo 
for the United States Air Force Recreation Facility near the 
Tama River and Inagi City in Greater Tokyo. The children 
entered the Tama Hills Kiji Dining Room to enjoy an 
American breakfast buffet. Prior to this, everyone held 
hands, and Wor. Bro. Carr gave thanks to the Great 
Architect of the Universe, instructing our guests on how to 
properly perform the “Delaware Clap.”

When everyone was satisfied with their bacon, ham, 
eggs, pancakes, fruit juice, toast, coffee, tea, and milk, the 
children were divided into three groups. Each group rode 
golf carts to a paintball target practice range, pony rides, 

On May 16th through 18th, Sinim Lodge raised a sub-

stantial amount by selling QUEEN concert t-shirts, 
donated by the Pelc Family, at the Yokota Friendship Open 
Base Event. Thirty boxes of shirts were delivered to Yokota 
Air Base, inventory was organized, and a retail tent was set 
up. T-shirts were sold to some of the 100,000 visitors to the 
US Air Base, starting at 8 a.m., and finishing after cleaning 
up around 9 p.m., on both Saturday and Sunday. Many 
thanks to everyone who participated in the work, which 
involved labor, enthusiastic sales, and canvassing while 
holding graphic signs. 

Thank you to the following volunteers who gave their 
time and effort for this worthy cause: Bro. Stephen Karnas, 
Bro. Dan Aoyama, Bro. Hiroyuki, Takayama and Kumiko 
Akamine (stayed at Yokota and worked from Friday morn-

ing to closing on Sunday), Wor. Patrick McDonnell, Rt. 
Wor. Allen Huies, Wor. Lyle Carr, Bro. Gyle Graham, Bro. 

ORPHANS OF THE AIJI NO IE HOME 
HAVE FUN C/O SINIM LODGE

FUNDRAISING AT 
YOKOTA FRIENDSHIP 

FESTIVAL

Nikolaos Patestos, and Bro. Michael Albrecht. Special 
mention to the following people who worked from Friday 
morning to closing on Sunday: Kazuyoshi Isogawa, Bro. 
Andrew Anderson (Square and Compass Lodge), and his 
wife Rosie.

The funds raised will pay for the Super Santa Party at 
The New Sanno on 20 December 2025, which will include 
a sumptuous buffet, stocking presents, flowers, children’s 
entertainment, and two buses for the St. Joseph Orphanage.

-Bro. Gordon J. Campbell
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mini golf, an archery range, a children’s park full of climb-

ing apparatus, and a jumpy castle. Snacks and drinks were 
kept cold in a children’s pool full of ice throughout the day. 
(The pool itself became an attraction for the children as the 
day warmed up.) We finished with a sumptuous barbecue of 
ribs, hamburgers, chicken, hotdogs, and salmon. There 
were also plenty of dessert items. No one went home hun-

gry, and all of the leftover food and accessories were grate-

fully carried to the bus for future usage at the Aiji No Ie.
Many thanks go to the Masons and their friends who 

kindly agreed to join our event, and escort everyone onto 
the facility. Bro. Graham, Mr. Kaz Isogawa, and Coach Tim 
Pujol prepared the food and operated the grills for what 
many believe was the best Sinim barbecue ever. Paul, 
Chisa, Yukino, and Sarah Lundy, “social members” of 
Sinim Lodge, were involved in our access to Tama Hills, 
and assisted wherever possible throughout the day. Bros. 
Karnas, Takayama, Kampa, Dinter, Hull, Truman, Anderson, 
and Mr. Ken Guilfoyle spent the day supporting activities, 
and shuttling the children around the resort. Bros. Hull, 
Truman, and Anderson are members of lodges under the 

Grand Lodge of Japan, and immediately responded when 
we reached out for support. Mr. Ken Guilfoyle is a friend of 
Brother Stephen Kampa, who donated a sizable cash gift 
directly to the Aiji No Ie at the event.

The children we support are orphans, abused children 

saved from bad environments, and many are children of sin-

gle mothers who can’t afford to feed and care for their chil-
dren. The Sunday event was our first opportunity to interact 
with the children and their caretakers outside of their “safe 
homes” in Nakano, Tokyo. It was a moving and gratifying 
experience, and arguably, the people supporting the event 
enjoyed the fun equally, if not more than the children.

-Wor. Gordon J Campbell, Master Sinim Lodge

OUR PANAMANIAN 
BROTHERS

©HPP

©HPP

©HPP
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INTERNATIONAL FRATERNITY

On October 2, 2025, Amicable Lodge in Cambridge 
hosted twenty-four visiting brethren from Lodge Lilja 

No. 17 of Reykjavík, Iceland. They were accompanied by 
Bro. Eggert Ragnarsson, an Icelander raised by Amicable 
Lodge in 2015, who returned home to Iceland five years 
ago, and joined the Swedish Rite. More than seventy 
Brothers attended the evening, which featured gifts, keep-

sakes, and heartfelt presentations of amity. A barbecue 
dinner was catered by Amicable Bro. Samuel Bernard’s 
company, Junior Betts BBQ, with live jazz performed by 
Amicable brothers. The highlight of the night was the initi-

ation of a new candidate, witnessed by representatives from 
eight lodges. It was an evening of true Masonic fellowship, 
one that will long be remembered. Vivat!

-Rt. Wors. J. R. Roach and David Vogel

ICELANDIC LODGE 
LILJA NO. 17 VISITS 

AMICABLE LODGE

The Deputy Grand Master of the Grand Lodge 
of Massachusetts, Rt. Wor. Kenneth J. Scott, 

and the District Grand Master of the District 
Grand Lodge at the Panama Canal, Rt. Wor. 

Eduardo Crocamo, arrived in Chile to install the 
Venerable Masters of the Bethesda and Huelen 
Lodges, which have existed in Chile for 170 and 
150 years, respectively.

Grand Master Sebastián Jans Pérez welcomed 
the distinguished visitors with special expressions 
of affection in his office, together with some of the 
dignitaries of the Grand Lodge of Chile (GLCH), 
pointing out the high importance of this visit, due 
to the long relationship that unites both Grand 
Lodges, for more than a century and a half. 
Remember that the legal existence of the GLCH 
was thanks to the recognition by Massachusetts in 
1862, shortly after it was incorporated in Valparaiso.

The authorities of both Grand Lodges departed, 
after the protocol greetings and the exchange of 
gifts, at a banquet offered in honor of the visitors, 
held in the dining rooms of the Club de la 

República. M. Wor.  Sebastian Jans Pérez, Grand 
Master of GLCH, was invited to participate in the 
festivities commemorating the 250th anniversary 
of the Boston Tea Party, which marked the begin-

ning of the struggle for independence in the United 
States. At the end, M. Wor. Sebastián Jans Pérez 
highlighted the fraternal relations that unite the 

GLCH with the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts.
-Rt. Wor. Eduardo Cròcamo

THE GRAND MASTER, M. WOR. 
GEORGE F. HAMILTON, AND THE 
DEPUTY GRAND MASTER VISIT 

CHILEAN MASSACHUSETTS LODGES
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Bro. Lanning L. Levine 
was sitting with Grand 

Master M. Wor. George 

Forest Hamilton at the Rookie 
and Master Builder Award 
Banquet last December, when 
the Grand Master comment-
ed, “Wouldn’t it be nice if the 
Revolutionary War lodges 
supported one another?” Bro. 
Levine replied a few days 
later that he would be happy 
to organize it. The Masters 

now meet on Zoom on Wednesday nights. At the June, 
2025, Quarterly meeting, the Revolutionary War Lodges’ 
Masters donated to the Knox Cannon Fund. More than just 
fraternal goodwill, it’s better to “walk the talk.”

The group is for lodges existing before or during the 
Revolutionary War. Paul Revere chartered a portion of 
them. Bro. Levine published an article “The Influence of 
Freemasonry and Scottish Rite Freemasonry on the 
Founding of the Boy Scouts,” his two favorite fraternities. 
Among the similarities include a duty to country, self, and 
God. Bro. Levine said,”Both fraternities have stories 
framed around morality and use symbols to convey and 
reinforce those moral messages. How did our morals and 
culture get into Scouting?” He thanks Jeff Croteau, Director 
of Library and Archives at the Scottish Rite Masonic 
Museum; Hilary Anderson Sterling, Director of Collections 
and Exhibitions at the Scottish Rite Museum; and Rt. Wor. 
Walter Hunt, Grand Historian of the Grand Lodge of 

Massachusetts, who assisted him, and guided his research.
Rt. Wor. Bro. Hunt and Bro. Levine also offer a three-

hour tour of the Grand Lodge building for newly raised 
Master Masons. They go to a local restaurant after the tour 
to converse informally. “Our fraternity in Massachusetts 
has a rich history,” said Bro. Levine. Asked about what he 
finds distinctive in the building, he said what he has 
dubbed “the hall of beards.” The portraits of past grand-

masters, mostly from the 19th century, had not only 
beards, but big beards.

As lead LOI instructor in the 9th Masonic District last 
year, he worked  with M. Wor. Bro. Hamilton, Past Grand 
Master M. Wor. Richard Maggio, and Rt. Wor. John Toto, 
creating the LOI instructor badge. It features a blazing star 

as the “guiding light to direct all Masons in thought and 
action.” He added, “As the LOI instructors in our jurisdic-

tion, we are laying the foundation of Masonic knowledge 
and skills to initiates, candidates, and Brothers.” Bro. 
Levine was recognized for bringing in six new members 
to the Scottish Rite Valley of Boston. One only needs to 
bring in two to be honored. He is now director of the 
Ambassador Program of the Valley of Boston. “My goal is 
to get to 100 Ambassadors.”

His new program is called Brothers Helping Brothers. 
Its aim is to help fellow Masons find a new job when need-

ed. There will soon be a 15-module training course. “We 
are living up to our third-degree obligation to help and aid 
a distressed brother Mason who is in need.” He started a 
Masonic affinity club for those who enjoy ham radio. He 
seeks others who share an interest in that hobby.

Bro. Levine is a third generation Mason. His father was 
a member of MacLaurin Lodge (MIT) and Scottish Rite. 
Bro, Levine’s grandfather, Max Reeber, was a member of 
William Whiting Lodge, Scottish Rite, and the Shrine. Bro. 
Levine’s son Dylan is a member of Philanthropic Lodge in 
Marblehead. Bro. Levine is an active citizen. As a student 
leader, he worked with his social studies teacher to advo-

cate for lowering the voting age, which centered on H.R. 
4249, the Voting Rights Act Amendments of 1970. He tes-

tified on Capitol Hill, and national morning TV, to press the 
case. Their advocacy preceded Congress’ approval of the 
Senate version, President Nixon’s signature, and the subse-

quent ratification of the 26th Amendment on July 1, 1971. 
Bro. Levine is a member of the Massachusetts Lodge 

of Research, Essex Lodge, and 

MASONIC PROFILE

Revolutionary War Lodges 
and Boy Scouts Supporter

by Bro. Gary Shapiro

continued on page 27

Bro. Lanning Levine
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Congratulations to the more than 600 Massachusetts 
Masons raised to the sublime degree of Master 

Mason who, being blessed with long life and great lodg-

es, have achieved the important milestones listed below. 
The celebrants are grouped by the number of years since 
being raised—80, 75, 70, 65, and 60—and under their 
current lodge, regardless of where they were raised. 
These anniversaries are based on the date a Mason was 
raised to the sublime degree of Master Mason.

Please contact your lodge Secretary if you have any 
concerns about your seniority or status. It is possible that 
some recent demits, or recent deaths, have not been 
reflected in the listings. 

MASONIC
ANNIVERSARIES

2025

75 YEARS - RAISED IN 1950

Ancon Lodge

Bro. John Harley Ruth (1947)

BAALis sAnford Lodge

Bro. Robert Weston Moore (1948)

BoyLston Lodge

Bro. Raymond Eugene Tibbetts (1948)

BrighAm Lodge

Wor. Philip Arthur Christensen, Sr. (1942)

chArity Lodge

Bro. Arthur Richard Albrecht (1946)

chArLes river Lodge

Bro. George Emery Whiting (1949)

converse Lodge

Bro. John Americo Ciano (1949)

eAstern stAr Lodge

Bro. Henry Marcel Dumoussaud (1949)

esoteric-sherwood Lodge

Bro. William John Tribelhorn (1944)

feLLowship Lodge

Bro. Joseph Albert Salhaney (1949)

frAnkLin Lodge

Bro. John Brewster Robinson (1940)

gAtun Lodge

Bro. Clare Harrison Comins (1946)
Bro. James Cornelius Cullen (1945)

Bro. William Lee (1947)

gLoBe unity Lodge

Bro. Leonard Russell Alexander (1947)

hAmpshire Lodge

Bro. Edward Thomas Claydon (1946)

John t. heArd Lodge

Bro. Donald Garfield Kirk (1949)
JordAn Lodge

Rt. Wor. Bogos Willis Peligian (1949)

king soLomon’s Lodge

Bro. Edward Douglas Harrison (1949)

LAfAyette-greyLock Lodge

Bro. Earl Russell Kittredge (1944)
LiBerty Lodge

Bro. Charles MacDonald Dallas (1949)

montgomery Lodge

Bro. Ronald Ellsworth Mitchell (1949)

mystic vALLey Lodge

Bro. Grant Cecil Wonn (1946)

oLive BrAnch Lodge

Bro. Christie Ligor Pojani (1947)

rurAL Lodge

Bro. James Walter Peddie (1947)

sAint John’s (B) Lodge

Bro. William Edward Brooks, Jr. (1946)
Bro. Robert Eugene Desautels (1948)

Bro. John Clifford French (1945)

soJourners Lodge

Bro. James Albert Correll (1948)

the henry price Lodge

Bro. Maurice Epstein (1942)

united Brethren Lodge

Bro. Fontinelle Scott Carpenter, Jr. (1944)

wALthAm triAd Lodge

Bro. Winslow Haskell MacDonald (1948)
Bro. Edward Hagop Mesrobian (1949)

wiLLiAm pArkmAn Lodge

Bro. Richard Allan Mancib (1949)

wyoming Lodge

Bro. Lowell Franklin Wentworth (1948)

Ascendus Lodge

Bro. Charles Fremont Mahar
Bro. Harold William Stone

BoyLston Lodge

Bro. Frank Leighton Harrington, Jr.
BudLeigh Lodge

Bro. James Francis Russell, Jr.

eLm-BeLcher Lodge

Bro. John Thomas Donohue

frAnkLin Lodge

Bro. William Louis Dubey

gAtun Lodge

Bro. Ernest Clinton Pruett

goLden ruLe Lodge

Bro. Richard Conant Dodge

king dAvid Lodge

Bro. Donald Franklin Dean
LAfAyette-dover Lodge

Wor. Carlton John Sherman

mArine Lodge

Bro. Charles Louis Hatzikon

prospect Lodge

Bro. Wesley James Rowe, Jr.

sAint John’s (B) Lodge

Bro. Robert Payne Fox

the tyriAn-AshLer- 

AcAciA Lodge

Bro. Edwin James McKay, Jr.
trinity Lodge

Bro. Elie Rivollier, Jr.

weymouth united mAsonic Lodge

Wor. John Ananias Latak

75 YEARSMORE THAN
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70 YEARS - RAISED IN 1955

65 YEARS - RAISED IN 1960

AmicABLe Lodge

Bro. Matthew Michael Giacoppo

Ancient york Lodge

Bro. Warren Stanley Rushton

Ancon Lodge

Bro. Alexander Bernard Cushnie

Ascendus Lodge

Bro. Joseph Richard Standel

BoyLston Lodge

Bro. George Thomas Alexander

BrighAm Lodge

Bro. Alan Brent Katze, Sr.
Bro. Edward Levine

Bro. James Garrett Magee

Bro. William Stetson Parmeter, Jr.

BudLeigh Lodge

Bro. Richard Warren Estes

Bro. Charles William Mathison, Jr.

Bro. Arthur Tufts Ober

cALeB ButLer Lodge

Bro. Bert Kaufmann Barton
ceLestiAL Lodge

Bro. Roy Alden Winchenbaugh, Jr.

chArity Lodge

Bro. Steve Skelton Dudley
chArLes river Lodge

Bro. Sam Aaron Margolis

coLumBiAn Lodge

Bro. Charles Hall Steeger

corner stone Lodge

Bro. George Jeffrey Bailey

dALhousie Lodge

Bro. Robert Stillman Davis

deLtA Lodge

Bro. Boyd Woodruff Martin

eAstern stAr Lodge

Wor. William Underwood MacBrayne

esoteric-sherwood Lodge

Bro. Lawrence Neale Metz

ezekieL BAtes Lodge

Bro. William Russell Armstrong, Jr.

Bro. George Read Cheyne

Bro. Earl Austin Mason

friendship Lodge

Bro. Richard Leslie Fudge

george h. tABer Lodge

Bro. Walter Joseph Garrow

goLden ruLe Lodge

Bro. Evan Holder Bigelow

JoeL h. prouty Lodge

Bro. Robert Criswell Farmer

John t. heArd Lodge

Wor. Clifton Peabody Elliott

JordAn Lodge

Bro. Stephen Gargas

king dAvid Lodge

Wor. John Lincoln Bell

king soLomon’s Lodge

Wor. Murl Alexander Daniels, Sr.

LAwrence united Lodge

Bro. Richard Allan Kapelson
mAy fLower Lodge

Bro. Jethro O Ashley, Jr.

moses michAeL hAys Lodge

Bro. Saul Jay Brightman

Bro. Jerrold Stanley Grant

mount moriAh Lodge

Bro. Henry Thomas Warchol

mystic vALLey Lodge

Bro. Leo Boghosian

new moon Lodge

Bro. Henry Tulgan MD

noquochoke Lodge

Bro. Russell Thomas Hart

oLd coLony Lodge

Bro. William Edwin Malcolm

phiLAnthropic Lodge

Bro. William Chesley Forsyth

Bro. Philip Alan Tremblay

phoenix Lodge

Rt. Wor. Richard Francis Faust

repuBLicAn Lodge

Bro. Roland Scott Emery III

rurAL Lodge

Bro. Donald Leon Bradford

sAint mArk’s Lodge

Wor. James Harold Pollard

sAint pAuL Lodge

Bro. Glenn Earl Wolfe

siLoAm Lodge

Bro. Donald Conrad Tibbetts

stAr of BethLehem Lodge

Bro. George David Hubbard II

the henry price Lodge

Bro. Martin Samuel Berman

Bro. Fredric Irving Fischel

Bro. Arthur Robert Wagman

the meAdows Lodge

Bro. William Edward Grohe, Jr.

the tyriAn-AshLer-AcAciA Lodge

Wor. Raynor Gray Adams, Sr.

thomAs dAy spring Lodge

Bro. Gordon Farnum Bird

wALthAm triAd Lodge

Bro. Frederick James Carnes, Jr.
Bro. Herbert Irving Everett

wAmpAtuck Lodge

Bro. Stuart Tuthill Hall

wiLLiAm sutton Lodge

Bro. Alan William Potter

Amity-mosAic Lodge

Bro. Gordon Lee Wasson

Ancon Lodge

Wor. Harold Harvey Harp

Ascendus Lodge

Bro. Kenneth David Bornstein
Bro. Edward Bryant Briggs

Bro. Morris Jay Gordon

Bro. Philip Gary Lewis

Bro. Basil Nickolas Manias
Azure Lodge

Bro. William Alfred Seymour

BAy pAth quABoAg Lodge

Bro. Richard Sherman Wood

BLue hiLL Lodge

Bro. Robert Sheldon Laurie

BoyLston Lodge

Bro. Dana Gordon Keirstead
BrighAm Lodge

Bro. Peter Brusamonti

Bro. George Paul Pehlvanian

Bro. Charles Garrow Setian

Bro. Harotun Harry Setian

BristoL Lodge

Wor. Richard Fuller Grant

chArLes A. weLch Lodge

Bro. Donald Ramon Gale

Wor. Roger William Tansey

cochichewick Lodge

Rt. Wor. Allan Myles Zecchini

converse Lodge

Bro. Arthur Donald Kahn
corinthiAn Lodge

Bro. Nelson McWhirter Northern

deLtA Lodge

Bro. Louis Rosario Farrugia

Wor. Frederick Thomas Love, Jr. 
eLm-BeLcher Lodge

Bro. Donald William Lindsay

esoteric-sherwood Lodge

Bro. Samuel Morris Goldberg

feLLowship Lodge

Bro. William Henry Levy

frAnkLin Lodge

Wor. William E George

gAtun Lodge

Bro. Ove Vilhelm Hultin

goLden ruLe Lodge

Bro. Vincent Sabella

good sAmAritAn Lodge

Bro. Robert Alfred Peterson

hArmony Lodge

Bro. Benjamin Rubin

JoeL h. prouty Lodge

Bro. Robert Semon Dewsbury

John hAncock Lodge

Bro. George Dekeon
Bro. David Franklin Manning

John t. heArd Lodge

Bro. Walter Dexter Harmer

70 years as a Mason. Rt. Wor. Richard Faust (center) was 
presented a 70 year anniversary pin at Phoenix Lodge this 
June by Wor. Tyler MacGregor (far left). Shown with Rt. 
Wor. Bro. Faust are Rt. Wors. Bruce MacGregor, Arnold  

Johnson, and Lawrence Friedman.
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2025 MASONIC ANNIVERSARIES

65 YEARS - RAISED IN 1960

60 YEARS - RAISED IN 1965

ALphA Lodge

Wor. William Gene Otenti

Amity-mosAic Lodge

Bro. Nicholas Evans Hurlin

Bro. George Papamechail

Ascendus Lodge

Bro. John David Allen, Jr.

Bro. Vincent Linden Merchant

Bro. Bertram Wayne Stone

BAALis sAnford Lodge

Bro. Terry Lee Edwards

Bro. Arthur Liatsos

BAy pAth quABoAg Lodge

Wor. Harold Jarvis Odiorne, Jr.

BethesdA (w) Lodge

Bro. Charles John Karalekas
Bro. Jirayer Tekeian

BoyLston Lodge

Bro. Dennis Vasil Christo

Bro. Kenneth Werner Fleming
Bro. Stanley Ransome Holden

Wor. Donald Frank MacKenzie
Bro. Donald Davis McPherson, Jr.

Wor. David Henry Moberg

BrighAm Lodge

Bro. Charles Arthur Christensen

Wor. Paul Everett Contois

Bro. Francis George Curry

Wor. Wallace Webber Henderson, Jr.

BristoL Lodge

Wor. Mowry Edward Tennant

cALeB ButLer Lodge

Bro. Walter Naparstek
Bro. Ernest Nathan Parker

ceLestiAL Lodge

Wor. Charles MacCall Myers

chArity Lodge

Bro. John Winthrop Alden, Jr.

Bro. John Paul Ward

chArLes A weLch Lodge

Bro. Harry Wilson Manuel, Jr.

chArLes c dAme Lodge

Bro. James Randall Macdonald

Bro. Albert Raymond Reed, Jr.

chArLes w. moore Lodge

Bro. Franklin Leland Gooley, Jr.
cochichewick Lodge

Bro. Richard Louis Heider, Jr.

coLumBiAn Lodge

Bro. Donald Warren Vose, Jr.

converse Lodge

Rt. Wor. Andrew Christos Maninos

Wor. James Harris Stewart

dALhousie Lodge

Bro. Robert Kariher Morrison
dAnieL weBster Lodge

Wor. David Fredette Riley

deLtA Lodge

Bro. John Murphy

Bro. Karl Harold Polson, Jr.
Bro. Guy Stephen Venuti

dewitt cLinton Lodge

Bro. James Oscar Delaughter

essex Lodge

Bro. Everett Hilding Holmgren, Jr.

eucLid Lodge

Bro. Leonard Melvin Burg

exceLsior Lodge

Bro. Neal Douglas McElwee

Wor. Alan Hale Woodrow

ezekieL BAtes Lodge

Bro. Robert Elliot Gove

frAnkLin Lodge

Bro. Richard Alan Brandt

Bro. Thomas Yaylaian

frAternAL Lodge

JordAn Lodge

Bro. William Herbert Pike
JordAn Lodge

Wor. Sheldon Pruss

king dAvid Lodge

Bro. Benjamin Horace Macomber

Bro. Russell Davis Myers

king soLomon’s Lodge

Bro. Roger Arnold Morrison

konohAssett Lodge

Wor. John Millard MacNeill

mAcedoniAn Lodge

Bro. Richard Andrew Emanuel

Major General Henry Knox Lodge
Bro. Sidney Steven Mostow

mAnchester Lodge

Bro. John Clarence Mackin
mAriners Lodge

Rt. Wor. David Albert Nailor

Matthew John Whittall Lodge

Bro. Donald John Gauch

Bro. Ronald Warren Gauch

mAy fLower Lodge

Bro. Arthur Elliott Harris

meridiAn Lodge

Bro. Gary Plummer Hoyt

Bro. Don Alden Macumber

Bro. Stanley Ira Strachman

morning stAr Lodge

Bro. Donald Leonard Olson

moses michAeL hAys Lodge

Bro. Robert Manuel Friedman

Rt. Wor. Arthur Leon Golden

Wor. Richard Charles Jelen

Wor. Melvin Norris

Bro. Robert Sage

Bro. Samuel Joseph Singer

Bro. Joel Wolfson

mount hoLyoke Lodge

Bro. Neal R Roberts

mount horeB (w) Lodge

Bro. Mitchell Aswad

Bro. William Allen Chamberlain

Bro. Herbert Harry Payelian

mount moriAh Lodge

Bro. Irving Charles Barnes

mount oLivet Lodge

Bro. Albert Jason Geisinger

mystic vALLey Lodge

Bro. Weldon Arthur Nelson

new moon Lodge

Rt. Wor. Willis Bruce Altman

Bro. Myron Allen Metropole

norfoLk union Lodge

Wor. Robert Bruce Fraser

Bro. Richard Dow Marden

north reAding Lodge

Wor. Joseph Arthur Spousta

orient Lodge

Bro. Robert Newell Tibbetts

oxford Lodge

Bro. David John Hebert, Jr. 

pentucket Lodge

Bro. Pennryn Dana Fitts

Bro. Mark Kaplan
Bro. Stanley Martin Kaplan
Bro. Frank John Sandelli

pequossette Lodge

Bro. John Leon Sahagian

phiLAnthropic Lodge

Bro. Harlan Mason Bowden

Wor. Marshall Saunders McStay

piLgrim Lodge

Rt. Wor. Leland Davison Cobb

quittAcus Lodge

Wor. Richard Pilkington
rufus putnAm Lodge

Bro. Robert Schalze Lamotte, Jr. 

sAggAhew Lodge

Bro. Dorrall Gordon Berry, Jr. 

Wor. Robert Clayton Faulkner
sAint mArk’s Lodge

Wor. David Palmer Stickney
sAint mAtthew’s Lodge

Bro. Lester French Dixon, Jr. 

sAtuit Lodge

Bro. Edward Allson Locklin
Bro. Karl Virtue

simon w roBinson Lodge

Wor. Robert Edward Clark
Rt. Wor. Kenneth Laurence
Bro. William Spangar Peirce

sociAL hArmony Lodge

Bro. Joseph Frank Melichar
stAr of BethLehem Lodge

Bro. James George Boujoukos
the meAdows Lodge

Bro. Donald Frederick Bready
Bro. Howard Robert Bready

thomAs dAy spring Lodge

Wor. John Henry Campbell

Bro. John Douglas Lappin

Bro. Frank Magrone, Jr. 
thomAs tALBot Lodge

Bro. William Frederick Megow II
Bro. Carl Osborne

trinity Lodge

Bro. William Delaney Sivert

union Lodge (n)

Wor. Paul Allen Bennett

united Brethren Lodge

Rt. Wor. Frank Herbert Foss
wALthAm triAd Lodge

Bro. Robert Stanley Keene
Bro. Bernard Harvey Padgett

wAmpAtuck Lodge

Bro. Kenneth Lewis Steinberg
weBster Lodge

Bro. Laurence Randall Gates

Bro. George Everett Harper

West Roxbury-Dorchester Lodge

Wor. Joseph Shagoury

wiLder Lodge

Bro. Bernard Eugene Lord

wiLLiAm north Lodge

Bro. Harry Joseph Fardy

Bro. Ernest Hargreaves Latham, Jr. 

Rt. Wor. W. Warren Richardson, Jr.

wiLLiAm sutton Lodge

Bro. William Robert Long

Bro. Jerry Elliott Molliver

wyoming Lodge

Bro. Leonard Bruce Dalton
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Bro. Jason Harris

gAtun Lodge

Bro. Candido Manuel Berrios-Perez

Bro. Glynn Preston Lambert

goLden ruLe Lodge

Bro. Donald Steven Greene, Jr.

Bro. Richard Lee Sharpe

Bro. George Arthur Snow

Bro. Bruce Willard Whittemore

howArd Lodge

Bro. George Anastas

Bro. Earl Terrance Grue

JoeL h. prouty Lodge

Wor. Dwight Hofstra Bruinsma

John t. heArd Lodge

Bro. Donald Everett Burt

king dAvid Lodge

Bro. William Earl Pring

konohAssett Lodge

Bro. Peter George Falardeau

LeveL Lodge

Bro. Edward Marshall Morin DMD

mAcedoniAn Lodge

M. Wor. Arthur Eugene Johnson

Bro. James Russo

mAnchester Lodge

Bro. Wilfrid Edmond Goudreault

Bro. Bruce Alan MacDonald

mAriners Lodge

Bro. Max Benet Dalrymple

mAssAsoit-nArrAgAnsett Lodge

Bro. David Bradley Higginbottom

Bro. James Leigh Higginbottom

mAtthew John whittALL Lodge

Bro. Roger Carl Nelson

Bro. Henry James Sargent, Jr.

meridiAn Lodge

Bro. Wayne Marvin Berman

Bro. Harvey Grove

montgomery Lodge

Bro. Robert Thompson Draper

Bro. Peter Saunders Ellis

morning stAr Lodge

Bro. Philip Fritz Johnson

Bro. Charles Robert Laforme

Bro. Thomas Ralph Thulin

moses michAeL hAys Lodge

Bro. Joel Barry Chase

Bro. David Jacob Kline
Bro. Robert George Leavitt

Bro. Harvey Edward Morse

Bro. Barry Albert Park
mount hoLyoke Lodge

Bro. Charles Eugene Wheeler

mount horeB (w) Lodge

Bro. Robert Daniel Davis

Bro. Kenneth Lawrence Fuller
Bro. David Elliott Nelson

mount LeBAnon Lodge

Bro. George Francis Conlin

mount tABor Lodge

Bro. Ronald Daniel Goodman

Bro. Stephen Charles Krupp
mount tom Lodge

Bro. Charles Walter Bloom, Jr.

Bro. Martin Lebowitz

Bro. Nicholas Daniel Lyndon

mount zion Lodge

Wor. William Robert Bentley II

mystic vALLey Lodge

Bro. Dale Irvin Brendemuehl

Bro. Edward Charles Simonian

new moon Lodge

Wor. Alfred Joseph Campagna

Bro. James Samuel Ditello

norfoLk Lodge

Bro. John Gordon Heald

Rt. Wor. Frederick Lincoln Sewall
Bro. Lawrence Lee Trecartin

norfoLk union Lodge

Bro. Richard Russell Chapman

Wor. Robert Edward Lovett

oLd coLony Lodge

Wor. Rodney Ellsworth Andrews

Wor. Edward Gardner Jones

oLive BrAnch Lodge

Bro. Kenneth Wayne Hultgren
oxford Lodge

Bro. Milton Robert Ellis

pAuL revere Lodge

Wor. Jerome Herbert Fletcher Esq

Wor. Carl Dean Johannesen

pentucket Lodge

Bro. Edward Walter Hanson

Bro. Richard William Lewis

Bro. Alexander John Newlands

Wor. Chandler James Robinson

Bro. George Simonian

phiLAnthropic Lodge

Bro. Donald Cecil Bryant

Bro. Calvin Roundy Powers

piLgrim Lodge

Wor. Gordon Everett Thayer

pioneer Lodge

Rt. Wor. William Sherman  

   Hathaway, Jr.

prospect Lodge

Bro. Vahid Shafeek Jacob
pythAgoreAn Lodge

Bro. Clifton Leander Vaughan

rABBoni Lodge

Bro. Edward Lewis Nasson

repuBLicAn Lodge

Bro. David Edward Lewis

rising stAr Lodge

Bro. Harold Leslie Parsons

rurAL Lodge

Bro. William Arthur Abbott

Bro. Rick Brave-lion
Bro. Vesa Martti Kuosmanen
Rt. Wor. Craig Stephen MacPherson

sAint ALBAn’s Lodge

Bro. Robert David Ritz

sAint george Lodge

Rt. Wor. Demetrios John 

Sarantopoulos

sAint John’s (B) Lodge

Bro. Richard William Peters

Bro. Arthur Elmer Tibbetts

sAint mArk’s Lodge

Wor. Paul Woodbury Stanwood

Bro. Wayne Spofford Tatro

Bro. Carl Michael Youngman

sAint mAtthew’s Lodge

Bro. David Almon Daniels

Wor. John Lawson David Wright

simon w roBinson Lodge

Bro. Paul Toros Boghosian

Bro. Frederick Henry Dexter, Jr.
Wor. Laurence Paul Macdonald

Bro. Isham Peugh

soJourners Lodge

Wor. Christopher Leslie Glasscock
soLomon’s tempLe Lodge

Bro. Lewis Warren Smith

the henry price Lodge

Bro. Arthur Max Bromfield
Bro. Charles Sidney Gerson

Bro. Manuel Lyons Goldberg

Wor. Steven Michael Goldberg

Bro. Herbert Irwin Rothfarb PhD

Wor. Edward Daniel Trachtenberg

the Lodge of sAint Andrew

Rt. Wor. James Hale Lowell II

the tyriAn-AshLer-AcAciA Lodge

Bro. William Warren Andrews

Bro. Clarence Elroy Rudolph

thomAs tALBot Lodge

Bro. Robert Francis Smith

trinity Lodge

Wor. Richard Earl Dalton

union Lodge (d)

Bro. Robert Edwin Stetson

union Lodge (n)

Bro. Harold Richard Dammann

united Brethren Lodge

Bro. William Alexander Arnold III

Bro. Charles Everett Learned

Bro. Steven Charles Weston

wALthAm triAd Lodge

Bro. Harold Isaac Binder

Bro. William Lionette Lane

Bro. Bruce Hardan Morris

wAmpAtuck Lodge

Bro. John Bradbury Libby

weBster Lodge

Bro. Kenneth Merrill Wilson, Sr.
weymouth united mAsonic Lodge

Bro. Robert Leslie Barrie

wiLLiAm north Lodge

Rt. Wor. James Stewart Logan

Wor. Peter Clark Picken
wiLLiAms Lodge

Bro. Alfred Arthur Austin

Wor. Russell M. Warner

gLoBe Lodge, hinsdALe

Wor. Frederick M. Tobman
hAmmAtt oceAn Lodge, sAugus

Wor. William L. Tregoning

norfoLk union Lodge, BrAintree

Wor. Gerald H. Lepler

tempLe Lodge, Boston

60 YEAR PAST MASTER DIPLOMAS - SERVED DURING 1965
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Brotherhood Beyond 
Expectations:  

A Personal Journey

My Masonic journey began later in 
life, after college, with a career 

underway, and a young family already 
established. It was a friend and cowork-

er who introduced me to the Fraternity 
by inviting me to a CHIP event his 
lodge was hosting. That day led to 
another invitation, this time to their 
installation of officers. As I met more 
of the Brethren, I knew I had found 
something special - an organization I 

truly wanted to be part of.
For those who know me, it is no 

surprise that I have a deep appreciation 
for our ritual. One line in particular 
continues to resonate with me: 
“Masonry unites men of every country, 
sect and opinion, and conciliates true 
friendship among those who might oth-

erwise have remained at a perpetual 
distance.” That sentence, to me, cap-

tures the essence of what Freemasonry 
has brought into my life.

When I joined Middlesex Lodge, my 
wife and I were relatively isolated. I’m 
from New Hampshire, and she’s from 
New York. With no family nearby, our 
social circle was small. The brotherhood 
changed that, and through travel and 
lodge visitations, I’ve had the honor of 
meeting incredible Brothers. Men I now 
call close friends. Some of them have 
become my best friends. Masonry truly 
brought light, not only into my life, but 
into my family’s as well.

This perspective has shaped how I 
approach new candidates. I often share 
my personal experience, how Masonry 
welcomed me when my family and I 
were in need of connection and commu-

nity. I hope that in doing so, I’ve helped 
others find that same sense of belonging 
and purpose. Over the years, I’ve been 
fortunate to serve the Craft in several 

meaningful ways. I had the honor of 
serving as Master of my lodge, an expe-

rience that deepened my appreciation 
for our traditions, and strengthened the 

bonds I share with my brethren. I am a 
proud graduate of the Masonic 
Leadership Institute, where our cohort 
introduced the program “Beyond the 
Third Degree,” designed to help lodges 
keep their new Masons engaged after 
receiving their Master Mason degree. 
Later, I was humbled to be appointed 
District Deputy of the 15 North Masonic 
District. Most recently, I served as 
Pursuivant, a role that allowed me to 
meet Brothers across the jurisdiction.

And now, I’ve been deeply honored 
to be asked to run for the office of Junior 
Grand Warden. It was unexpected, and 
certainly humbling. Having previously 
traveled with Rt. Wor. Alfredo Canhoto 
during his campaign, I discovered how 
enriching it is to connect with brethren 
from all walks of life. This new oppor-
tunity brings that experience full circle. 
If you see me at a lodge or event, and I 
haven’t had the chance to introduce 
myself, I invite you to say hello. I truly 
believe we are stronger when we reach 
across the room, extend a hand, and 
grow this circle of friendship. I am 
always looking to add to my ever-grow-

ing cup of Brothers. ■

GRAND WARDEN

CANDIDATE FOR

JUNIOR GRAND 
WARDEN

Rt. Wor. Paul Roland Gaudet, Jr.

We all have a particular story 
regarding our journey to 

Freemasonry. Each story holds special 
meaning, not only to you, but also to 
the Brother who brought you into the 
Fraternity. Whether this Brother was 
your grandfather, father, brother, cous-

in, friend, or the person you met at an 
open house, you are bound by this con-

nection throughout your life.
My personal Masonic journey 

began through a friend, when I asked 
him about Freemasonry. His guidance 
and friendship aided me in the most 
important beginnings of my Masonic 
journey. He took me to different lodg-

es, and introduced me to many new 
Brothers. Many are now friends. My 
first appointment was Tyler of King 
David Lodge. I said yes, only because 
I didn’t have to speak in public. 
Several years later, I served as Master 
of King David Lodge. So much for 
avoiding public speaking. The officers 

CANDIDATE FOR

SENIOR GRAND 
WARDEN

Rt. Wor. Michael Durocher
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The Wages
of a Mason

Many of us come to Freemasonry 
seeking purpose, deeper mean-

ing, the chance to serve something 
greater than ourselves, and the desire 
to fraternize with like-minded men. 
My own road to the Craft was no dif-
ferent. I was formally introduced to 
Freemasonry through conversations 
with several of my professional 
cohorts, wherein I was consistently 

expressing an interest in finding a way 
to exercise those same aspirations. 
Most of those men were military vet-
erans and members of the Craft. 

Although I had researched 
Freemasonry, and was familiar with 
the tenets of that organization, one of 
those men supported my search for 
more light with W. L. Wilmhurst’s 
book The Meaning of Masonry. After 
consuming that volume, discussing it 
at length with several of those previ-
ously mentioned brethren, and consid-

ering myself ready, I petitioned 
Esoteric Lodge in Springfield. As I 
proceeded through the degrees, I 
found that one of the allegories which 
stuck with me the most was “the 
wages of a Mason.”

In many discussions, I have heard 
this particular subject expounded 
upon, and I’ve heard hundreds of per-
spectives on the phrase and its possi-
ble meanings. Much attention is given 
to the symbolism of corn, wine, and 
oil as to their significance as exports 
of some Eastern countries, and how 
they contributed to their wealth. They 
are also noted as a source of refresh-

ment for the people, and significant 
support for the livelihood of those 
nations in which our ancient brethren 
cultivated their guilds and formed the 

roots of our 

beloved fra-

ternity. It 
becomes clear 
that the three rep-

resent the rewards of a 

Mason’s endeavors, and that their 
cumulative effect upon him is both 
refreshing and strengthening. Still, 

upon further examination and the 
application of my own experience, I 
discovered a most tangible and per-
sonal allegory embodied in these 
three symbols. 

King David wrote of corn, wine, 
and oil in Psalms (104:15), “And wine 
that makes glad the heart of man, oil 
to make his face shine, and bread 
which strengthens man’s heart.” What 
better payment for the work that we 
do than these things? Everywhere I 
go, I experience these wages in the 
presence of my brethren. My heart is 
made glad among you by your cama-

raderie and brotherly love, my face is 
made to shine by the sharing of our 
fraternalism and the joy it brings to us 
all, and I am strengthened by your 
counsel and support. I am forever 
thankful for these gifts, which are the 
result of our shared experience, and I 
am therefore eternally grateful for 
every single one of you. ■

CANDIDATES

CANDIDATE FOR

JUNIOR GRAND 
WARDEN

Rt. Wor. Michael S. Nemeth

and members worked together tirelessly to revitalize the 
lodge. We organized ladies nights, Christmas parties, 
comedy shows, the annual Meat on a Stick event, and 
marched in the annual City of Taunton Christmas Parade. 
Most of these events continue today.

The 16th District Masters and Wardens group was 
started, and brought the then seven lodges of the district 
together to discuss upcoming events, issues in the district, 
or just for fraternalism. I always felt that Freemasonry 
cannot survive if we don’t help one another. If one lodge 
is struggling, it is our duty to assist that lodge, and help it 
move forward. 

I have had the honor to serve the Grand Lodge of 
Massachusetts, first as Grand Pursuivant for Rt. Wor. 
Thom A. Rorrie, and as the District Deputy Grand Master 

for the 16th Masonic District, for M. Wor. Paul F. 
Gleason. I now serve as Grand Marshal for M. Wor. 
George F. Hamilton, an honor that I will treasure for my 
lifetime. Freemasonry is a worldwide Brotherhood of 
man. It is more than a single person, lodge, or district. I 
encourage you to learn about the Scottish and York Rites, 
Shriners, Order of Eastern Star, and so many other 
groups. Travel and meet new brothers, learn about their 
lodges and customs, meet their families, and become 
friends, but have the support of your family. My journey 
wouldn’t have been possible without my wife Mary by 
my side, and the support of my children Brittney and 
Cameron, his wife Anna, and my grandchildren Owen 
and Emma. God bless you and your families, and God 
bless America. ■
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The Unsung 
Masters of Minutes

When most people think of Masonic 
lodges, they envision mysterious 

handshakes, arcane symbols, or the occa-

sional rumor of hidden treasure buried 

beneath the temple (spoiler alert: it’s 
usually just the Master’s misplaced 
gavel). Yet, behind the iconic aprons and 

the solemn rituals, stands a figure often overlooked, but 
absolutely essential: the Lodge Secretary. Who is this enig-

matic being, and why do so many seasoned Masons greet 
him with a strange mix of reverence and sympathy? Let’s 
shine a friendly, slightly irreverent light on the world of the 
Lodge Secretary, a role that combines bureaucratic wizard-

ry, endless patience, and a dash of Sherlock Holmes’ inves-

tigative flair.
The Keeper of the Quill (and the Keyboard)

At first glance, one might assume the Secretary simply 
takes meeting minutes. In reality, this is like calling the 
Mona Lisa a “nice doodle.” The Masonic Secretary is the 
lodge’s administrative powerhouse, a cross between a 
meticulous archivist, a friendly neighborhood librarian, 
and your tech-savvy cousin who can fix the printer (some-

times by just glaring at it). Minutes must be captured with 
absolute accuracy. Every motion, every vote, and, yes, 
even Brother Bob’s third “point of clarification” about the 
cost of coffee filters. The Secretary’s pen (or laptop) pre-

serves the memory of the lodge, immortalizing moments 
both grand and mundane. If there is ever a debate over 
whether the vote was to repaint the lodge sky blue or egg-

shell, the Secretary’s records settle the matter. (Pro tip: It’s 
always eggshell.)

Master of All Correspondence
Correspondence is another crucial domain. Letters to 

Grand Lodge, emails to absent Brethren, and the ever-excit-
ing annual dues reminders all flow through the Secretary’s 
outbox. This is a role for a diplomatic genius. It takes real 
talent to remind a Brother for the fifth time that his dues are 
overdue, without making him feel like he’s just been sent to 
the principal’s office. The Secretary must decipher hand-

writing that makes ancient Egyptian hieroglyphs look like 
primary school print, transcribe minutes from meetings 
where only half of the brethren spoke above a whisper, and 
respond graciously to questions with answers that can be 
found on page two of last month’s meeting notice. Patience, 
thy name is Secretary.

The Lodge’s Memory Bank  

(and Occasional Confidant)
Lost something? Confused about which ritual we’re 

supposed to do tonight? Wondering if you had perfect atten-

dance in 1987? Ask the Secretary. The role requires ency-

clopedic knowledge, not just of Masonic law, but of the 
lodge’s quirks, traditions, and occasionally, its recipe for 
punch. Some say the Secretary knows more secrets than the 
Master. This is unconfirmed, but only because the Secretary 
will never tell. They’ve got the unwritten list of who always 
volunteers, who always brings the donuts, and who still 
owes for last year’s fundraiser.

Jack of All Trades  

(and Master of Meetings)
On any given night, you may find the Secretary unlock-

ing doors, folding programs, checking the thermostat, or 
gently reminding the Master that, yes, the treasurer’s report 
comes after the minutes, not before. Some have developed 
the uncanny ability to refill coffee pots telepathically, while 
others can write, listen, and keep a straight face during the 
inevitable “funny” handshake demonstration. Let’s not for-
get the annual onslaught of reports, rosters, and Grand 
Lodge forms. The Secretary’s desk is a veritable mountain 
range of paperwork, rising and falling with the seasons. 
Through it all, they maintain a sense of humor. After all, if 
you can’t laugh when three forms were due yesterday and 
the printer is out of ink again, when can you?

In Praise of the Paper Pusher
So the next time you see your Lodge Secretary, offer a 

handshake (secret or not), a kind word, and perhaps a choc-

olate bar stashed in his inbox. They are the unsung back-

bone of the lodge, the keepers of order amidst the organized 
chaos, and the reason the minutes make sense, the dues get 
paid, and the annual barbecue doesn’t end up scheduled for 
February. In a world of rituals and tradition, the Lodge 
Secretary is both historian and hero. Their reward? Pages 
and pages of minutes, an inbox that never empties, and the 
quiet satisfaction of keeping the lodge running like a well-
oiled (if occasionally quirky) machine.

To all Lodge Secretaries: we see you, we appreciate you, 
and we promise we’ll pay those dues — eventually.  ■

Richard Thompson is a Past Master and the current 

Secretary for Merrimack Valley Daylight Lodge. When his 

predecessor stepped down, he accepted the Secretary’s office 
until the lodge could find a permanent Secretary. The lodge 
has been searching for a permanent Secretary since 2012.

by Wor. Richard Thompson

The Prodigal Mason
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Grand Lodge 2025 Scholarship Recipients

Back Row: Brendan Resende, Willow Berg, Zack Sawyer,  
Lyla Berg, Ashlee Barrica, Olivia Sevigny   
Front Row: Joshua Elsner, Kaelyn Gomez,  

M. Wor. Bro. Hamilton, Olivia Puppolo, Audrey Sevigny

Back Row: Mark Collins, Jr., Ethan Uzdarwin, Sharon 
Jabbour, Jaden Waddell, Aiden Dowd, Logan Freeman   

Front Row: Ashlei White, Patrick White,  
M. Wor. Bro. Hamilton, John Pavlidis, Ian Faulkner

Back Row: Shelby Aker, Braylin Montigny, Emilie Caldwell, 
Megan Hicks, Reese Holmes, Taryn Holmes   

Front Row: Angelina Giardini, Kielyn DeMoura,  
M. Wor. Bro. Hamilton, William Lucas, Rylee Klein

Left to Right: Alexandria Birkett,  
M. Wor. Bro. Hamilton, Alden Birkett

Back Row: Lucas Goodwin, Kyle Clements, James Bibilos, 
John Bibilos, Jocelyn Protentis, Juilia Volpe, Connor Davine  

Front Row: Lily Carlson, Sara Emerson,  
M. Wor. Bro. Hamilton, Hannah Hall, Nicholas Sewall

Left to Right: Sally Ames, M. Wor. Bro. Hamilton,  
Caroline Amers, Evan Tsingos
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FRATERNITY

News   Events

Thanksgiving Delivered… 
Even That One

For the Brothers at King David Lodge in Taunton, an 
important new journey has begun. In November of 2024, 
KDL collected, assembled, and delivered Thanksgiving 
Turkey Baskets for families in their community. We started 

Newly raised Bros. Scott Hopkins and  
Christopher Lopes fill boxes

small with a donation of six turkeys, and the Brothers did 
what we do best. We donated mashed potatoes, stuffing, 
gravy, vegetables, cranberry sauce, and pie. All packed into 
a box, and brought to the homes of six families in need. 

On that rainy night in November, one of the baskets 
being delivered ran into a snag. The address it was desig-

nated for was a vacant home. Not only was no one home, 
but the house was abandoned. When our faithful Brother 
arrived at the address, and realized something wasn’t right, 
he called the lodge to confirm the address. It was correct. 
He had arrived at the address given to him, but clearly no 
one was living there. Not sure what to do, our Brother drove 
to a nearby Mobile station to collect his thoughts and 
decide his course of action. As he pulled into the station, the 
attendant was standing outside the door having a quick 
smoke break. That is when faith and the guiding voice of 
God interceded. 

Our Brother took the box inside the station and placed it 
on the counter. The attendant asked, “What’s this?” “It’s for 
you,” he replied. “All of it?” “Yes, all of it.” What happened 
next was right out of a Hallmark movie. With tears of joy 
running down her face, she said, “Thank you, we had noth-

ing this year, thank you!” Faith, Hope, and Charity. The 
greatest of these is charity. It’s pretty easy to see why -  that 
box was meant for that family.

This year, the Brothers of King David Lodge hope to 
double the number of baskets delivered, and continue to 
make this a tradition in our community.

-Bro. Christopher Lopes

Milestone Moment
in Falmouth

On April 28, the Marine Lodge 
Masons hosted their 100th blood drive 
at John Wesley United Methodist 
Church, an extraordinary milestone in 
partnership with Cape Cod Healthcare. 

Since May 2014, these monthly drives 
have helped ensure a strong local 
blood supply for our neighbors, 
friends, and loved ones. “This is just 
another day at the office,” said orga-

nizer Bro. Dick Wenderoth with a 
smile, who led 93 of the 100 drives. 
“But it’s very rewarding that we can 
give back to Cape Cod Healthcare. It 
makes me feel good, especially when 
the blood is helping people right here 
in our own community.”

Lead donor Bro. Scott Tynell, who 
gave his 53rd unit at the event, has 
been a regular donor since the blood 
drives began. “It’s the gift that keeps 
on giving,” said Bro. Fred Corson. 
“Dick inspired me. He talks about the 
importance of donating all the time at 
the lodge.” Donor Bro. Jim Tietje 
shared his personal reason for giving, “I was a blue baby, so I needed a total 

transfusion when I was born. I’ve been 
giving since college. Having a healthy 
blood supply is so important because it 
saves lives.” -Bro. Richard Wenderoth

Dick Wenderoth holds the Every Drop 
Counts glass statue, presented by Cape 
Cod Healthcare in recognition of the 
blood drives.

Left to right: Marine Lodge Masons 
Scott Tynell, Fred Corson, Dick 
Wenderoth, John Williams, and Jim 
Tietje at the blood drive.
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Ramping up
Friendship Lodge’s Ramp Program

Over 20 years ago, Friendship Lodge received a call 
regarding a handicap ramp that was no longer needed. The 
caller wanted to know if the lodge was interested in it. The 
lodge agreed to dismantle and store it until needed. 

Someone in need was found, and the ramp was assembled 
at the person’s home. Bros. Brian King, Lyle Stockbridge, 
Robert Sweet, Jr., George Smith, and Lester White accom-

plished this task. It was the beginning of a mission mem-

bers of the lodge, who formed the Ramp Program, took on 
and continue to the present day.

The current ramp crew consists of Bros. Bernie Nally, 
Brian King, Dick Searfoss, Robert Bishop, Edgar Torrell, 
Warren Berglund, David St. Onge, and Brad Knoettner. 
Other Brothers and friends will, from time to time, volun-

teer to help with the ramp work. Something to keep in 
mind, with the exception of Brother Knoettner, the young-

est crew member, all of the others are in their eighties. This 
speaks truly to their commitment to provide this vital ser-
vice to people in need of it. It is indicative of the need to 
bring on younger members who can continue this service. 
Of course, “younger” is a relative term, because young men 
who could assist the projects are working during the week, 
when the building is done. Some younger retirees could 
help during the week. 

Currently, 75 ramps are installed in Wilmington, and 
some of the neighboring towns. People throughout the state 
request ramps, but lack of appropriate means of transporting 
material and tools, and the time factor, have prevented the 
crew from being able to provide long distance service. Since 
the beginning of the program, more than 250 ramps have 
been installed, serviced, dismantled, and installed again.

When word really began to get around about the pro-

gram, people who had purchased ramps decided to donate 
them to the program, rather than selling them back to the 
manufacturer for a very small percentage of the original 
price. In fact, a call from one gentleman in Revere was on 
the lodge answering machine in 2003 regarding a ramp. 
When the Master called him back, the caller stated that all 
he wanted was a letter from the lodge about the donation so 

that he could claim it on his taxes. In this way, the lodge 
was able to amass a significant amount of steel and alumi-
num stock to enable the crew to install more ramps. While 
the average length of a ramp is 40 to 50 feet, one was built 
that was 100 feet long.

The dedicated crew members feel pride in their ramp 
work. It is not a puffed up feeling about their expertise, but 
a deep-seated realization of helping an otherwise handi-
capped person. There have been instances when their com-

mitment has been challenged. One such instance was when 
a lady for whom a ramp was being built was taken out of 
her house, and brought to the hospital by ambulance as the 
installation was being done. The crew continued to work, 
nonetheless. She returned home and used the ramp. Another 
time, the crew had gotten to the installation site when they 
quickly realized that the container with all the nuts and 
bolts necessary for construction had somehow fallen off the 
trailer. They could have postponed the construction, but 
they bought the materials at a nearby hardware store, com-

pleting the job as intended. (The lost hardware was found 
and returned to the crew.) In some cases, people who had 
ramps installed for them had actually not been able to safe-

ly leave their homes on their own for a number of years. 
They now could get outside with some sense of indepen-

dence. Instances like these have elicited a deep emotional 
response from the recipients, and also the crew members.

The ramps remain the property of Friendship Lodge, and 
an agreement is entered into with the recipient that the ramp 
is installed and loaned to the person for as long as needed, 
after which it will be returned to the lodge. The whole pro-

gram is a mission and labor of love that emphasizes the 
Masonic principle of selfless giving that is presented in the 
First Degree lecture. It alludes to the three principal rounds 
of Jacob’s Ladder: “Faith, Hope and Charity; teaching Faith 
in God, Hope in immortality, and Charity to all mankind. But 
the greatest of these is Charity; for Faith may be lost in sight, 
Hope ends in fruition, but Charity extends beyond the grave, 
to the boundless realms of eternity.”

If any Brother would like to join our crew,  
contact Friendship Lodge, and email Bernard Nally,  
bpnally05@gmail.com, about helping.

-Wor. Dominic P. Fiumara

An iron ramp from Friendship Lodge. The Ramping crew of Friendship Lodge.
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Family
MASONIC

Sunday, August 10, 2025

Major General Salem  
Towne Lodge

On Saturday October 4th, the Webster Masonic Lodge 
parking lot was packed with vehicles from all over the state. 
All of the Master Masons present wanted to participate in 
and witness the merger of two great 24th District lodges, 
Quinebaug Masonic Lodge in Southbridge, and Webster 
Masonic Lodge in Webster. Dignitaries from the Grand 
Lodge of Masons of Massachusetts performed the historical 
merger ceremony of the two lodges.

Quinebaug Lodge was chartered in 1860. It was origi-
nally chartered in 1796, as Fayette Lodge, under Most 
Worshipful Grand Master Paul Revere. The charter was lost 
during the mid-1800s, and a new lodge was formed in 
1860. The first regular monthly meeting of the Quinebaug 

2026 Officers for the new lodge. L-R row 1, Bros. Kirkwood, 
Uwakwe, Reich, Lamarche, Master Bro. Davidson, Bros. 
Horon, St. Cyr, Shaw, and Proper. L-R Row 2 Bros. Jezerski, 
Lefebvre, Tull, MacGillivray, LaVergne, and Willard.

Past Grand Master of Massachusetts Most Worshipful Brother 
Albert Ames. Center with colonial hat, Most Worshipful Grand 
Master of Massachusetts Brother George Forester Hamilton.

Masonic Lodge was held on January 2, 1860, in a building 
located on Main Street in Southbridge, owned by prominent 
citizen Larkin Ammidown.

Webster Masonic Lodge was chartered in 1859, by 
members from Olive Branch Lodge in West Sutton. Weary 
of driving six miles of bad roads to attend lodge, a petition 
was submitted to Grand Lodge to form a new lodge in 
Webster. Their first monthly meeting was held at the Baptist 
church which stood on the site of the stone church on East 
Main Street. After the merger of these two lodges, the new 
name of Major General Salem Towne was chosen due to his 
historical value in the community. 

From 1796-1804, the Masonic meetings were held in 
Charlton, MA, and the lodge was called Fayette Lodge. The 
meetings were held at the house of Major General Salem 
Towne. Both father Major General Salem Towne, and his 
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son Salem Towne, Jr., were Master 
Masons. According to masonicgeneol-
ogy.com, General Salem Towne was an 
active and zealous Mason who reflect-
ed honor upon his native town with his 
ability and learning. Master Masons 
from all around traveled to his house 
for these meetings. The Towne family 
was prominent in the community. 

Major General Salem Towne’s 
house was built in 1796, in Charlton, 
MA. In 1952, the Wells family of 
Southbridge, who owned the 
American Optical Company, pur-
chased it. They moved the building to 
Old Sturbridge Village (OSV) in 
Sturbridge, MA. After the move, it 
underwent major historical renova-

tions. This beautiful house sits in 

front of the OSV common, where 
hundreds of visitors go to see the 
museum depicting the lifestyle of the 
time. The Salem Towne House at Old 
Sturbridge Village is the crown jewel 
and centerpiece of the town common.

After the ceremony, a delicious 
luncheon was served by Webster 
Lodge and Quinebaug Lodge members 
who are now proud to be called Major 
General Salem Towne Lodge.   

-Bro. Jimmy Falzone

Fun Day
American Heritage Museum, Hudson, MA

Ascendus Lodge. He was raised in 
Philanthropic Lodge. He is a lieu-

tenant in the Black Watch, a group 
under the Knights of St. Andrew. He 
is a recipient of the Daniel Carter 
Beard Award, given by the DDGM 
for service to Boy Scouts at the unit 
(Pack, Troop, and Crew), district, and 
council levels. The Boy Scouts pre-

sented the Silver Beaver Award for 
his contributions. He was given the 
Johnston Science Award by the 
DDGM for service to the Fraternity.

Bro. Levine received the Boy 
Scouts’ District Award of Merit for 
service to the North Shore District as 
Membership Chairman. He was the 
first Master Mason in the 9th District 
to receive both the Rookie Award and 
the Master Builder Award, and received 
the Queen’s Award for Technological 
Achievement. He is working on two 
books. The first is a five-point strategy 
for a successful job search in the 21st 
century age of AI. The second is suc-

cess stories from chief human resource 
officers. It will tell “Tales from the 
C-Suite,” a company’s top level exec-

utive team. ■

Bro. Levine from page 15

food and family fellowship following 
the degree put the cap on a spectacular 
day.” (See Page 11.)

“Finally, I am happy to report that 
the social media marketing program is 
starting to show very encouraging 
results. Over 3,500 promising leads 
have been fielded over the summer, 
and we look forward to starting the fall 
with many lodge prospects. I want to 
thank the district Ambassadors, 
Membership Committee, and our staff 
for all their efforts. I am asking the 
lodge Secretaries, Ambassadors, mem-

bership committees, and officers to 
reach out to all of these leads and bring 
in the best of these men, and show 
them what our Fraternity is all about.”

“I appreciate the support I have 
received from the Past Grand Masters, 
the Business office, the Grand Lodge 
Officers, our committees, and all the 
brethren I have met in my travels. May 
God continue to bless the United States 
of America and our beloved Fraternity.”

The Grand Master closed the 
Quarterly Communication of the 
Grand Lodge of Masons in 

Massachusetts in ample form. ■

Quarterly from page 9
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“Sure, what do you want me to do?” This is my stan-

dard response when the Master is nominating peo-

ple for the next year.
“Treasurer,” he said. But, I heard, “No ritual.”
“Sure,” I replied.
After being elected, I attended 

the Treasurer’s Training course, 
led by Rt. Wor. Donald H. 
LaLiberte and Wor. Paul Dubrey 
Jr, where I found out what I had 
signed up for. It was very interest-
ing. They described the Treasurer 
as the CFO of the lodge. 

Everything, yes everything, to do 
with money, the Treasurer has 
responsibility for, but not authori-
ty over.  What that means is the 
ultimate authority, the person who 
decides what to do with money, is the Master with the con-

sent of the Lodge. The Treasurer has the responsibility to 
record money received, and to pay money out, according to 
the will of the Lodge and Master.

Does the Treasurer choose an investment vehicle? No. 

Treasure TreasurerThe

He should work with the Trustees to recommend an 
investment vehicle to the Lodge and Master. Does the 
Treasurer support DeMolay and Rainbow with a dona-

tion? No. He enacts the donation that the lodge and Master 
approve. All financial moves are similar: the Treasurer 

reports and suggests, the Lodge 
and the Master enact. This includes 
all financial holdings, even those 
overseen by Trustees.

In a very real sense, there is 
only a quiet functioning of the 
lodge if the Treasurer does his job. 

No surprise bills. No overdue 
accounts. Most importantly, no 
problems with the tax-exempt sta-

tus of the lodge. The accolades are 
for other positions. The Treasurer, 
quietly, in the background, just 

makes sure everyone gets paid, and the incoming money 
goes where it should.

After the Treasurer’s Training, I had a much better idea 
of the position, its limits, and its responsibilities. Now, my 
focus is on the chair - I sure hope it’s comfortable! ■

by Wor. Lee H. Fenn

ASK THE GRAND LECTURER
by Rt. Wor. Nicholas J. Mantello

Senior Grand Lecturer of the Grand Lodge of Masons in Massachusetts

Can a Master Mason give a charge 
at the end of a degree? As many of 

you know, there are quite a few charges 
published in a few different publica-

tions. I believe this may really go back 
to the question of “Masters work.” You 
may know Masters work is anything in 
the Cypher Book with “W.M.” preced-

ing that part of our ritual, with the 
exception of Past Master and Step Up 

night in the lodge. To be more specific, I recommend a few 
minutes consulting our Grand Constitutions. Back to the 
question at hand. Yes, they can. The degree is over, and it is 
not Masters work. Some of these charges have a significant 
meaning, and may help define the ritual they just went 
through. On the other side of the coin, if you are progress-

ing through the offices of your lodge, I advise you not to 
neglect the ritual of your next office. Some Brethren have 
an excellent ability for learning ritual, and if you do, have 

at it, and have fun.
This next topic may have been asked, but it is something 

that may go unnoticed throughout a Mason’s lifetime. I was 
probably thirty years into Freemasonry when I noticed a 
star on the Third-Degree Lecture Chart, right next to the 
Broken Column. It was out of place for the all-seeing eye, 
and I never remembered it being referred to during the lec-

ture. What is it about? I went to work digging into its mean-

ing. It wasn’t anything to do with the number five, in the 
Fellowcraft Degree. Think back to your raising, and an 
explanation about “Five Points of Fellowship.” I am sure 
many brethren may have known this, but I truly hope a light 
just came on in your head. In the progression of the lecture, 
after you were raised, you were instructed about the Broken 
Column. Maybe a few words about the five points of the 
star will be added one day. In the meantime, take notice of 
that star. ■

To ask the Grand Lecturers a question, send an email to  
Rt. Wor. Nicholas Mantello, nicholas.j.mantello@gmail.com.
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by Bro. Brian McHale

From The West...of Boston

A certain hum keeps 
me company when 

I write. The fridge 
compressor, dehumidi-
fier’s drain hose, and 
the central air unit’s 

low drone. The walls down here are half-finished. The floor 
is concrete. In the far corner, the light over my desk is from 
a pair of long fluorescent tubes long past updating. I’ve 
thought about swapping them out for LEDs, but haven’t 
yet. Down here, perfection feels out of place.

This is my space — my unfinished, unpolished, unboth-

ered basement. It’s where I write, think, and try to make 
sense of things. No window to look out of, just the sounds 
of what’s working quietly to keep the rest of the house liv-

able. That, oddly enough, reminds me of lodge. Masonry, 
like this basement, happens below the surface. Not out front 
for all to see. Not shouted from rooftops. It’s deliberate, 
sometimes dimly lit, always purposeful. We go below, 
building what will one day support what’s above. The 
stones laid in the dark hold the weight of everything that 
catches the light.

I didn’t always think of it this way. When I was younger, 
I thought the work of self-improvement had to shine — vis-

ible progress and quick results. I wanted to see the building 
rise, not spend all my time squaring the foundation. Time, 
and Masonry, taught me otherwise. The basement is where 
the true labor happens. It’s the unseen space that allows 
everything to stand straight. 

A particular kind of silence lives here. It’s not absence 
of sound, but a texture, the layered quiet of reflection. 
Down here, I think about the meaning of our tools: the 
square, the level, the plumb. They’re not relics. They’re 
reminders. You can be perfectly upright on paper, but still 
off-center in spirit. Down here, I take an inventory, not of 
things, but of alignment. Am I square in my dealings? Level 
in my temper? Upright in my intentions?

The answers vary, of course. Some nights, I’m all rough 
edges. Other nights, I feel I could almost fit the mold I’ve 
spent years shaping. That’s the work, isn’t it? Not perfec-

tion. The process. A comfort in knowing that lodge, too, is 
a place apart from the world’s noise. Its stillness isn’t 

empty, but full of purpose. In lodge, as in my basement, you 
hear yourself think, and sometimes, that’s the hardest labor 
of all. To sit still. To reflect. To chip away what doesn’t 
belong, keeping a steady light on what does.

Many Masons have a space like this. It might be a work-

shop, den, study, patch of garden, or a walk at dusk. The 
physical place doesn’t matter. It’s the intentional solitude 
that counts. We all need a foundation space. Somewhere to 
return to and square our corners again.

I often think of lodge as a symbolic structure built 
upon invisible work. The degree nights, memorized ritual, 
handshakes — those are the visible stones. Beneath them 
are countless hours of unseen effort: officers rehearsing, 
mentors guiding, brothers reflecting in silence. The foun-

dation of Masonry isn’t marble. It’s men quietly working 
on themselves.

When I flip the switch at the top of the stairs, and the 
lights hum to life, it is akin to opening a Tyler’s door of 
sorts. Outside the door is noise and motion. Down here is 
order and stillness. After I sit and start writing, I feel some-

thing ancient in the act. Not the sentences themselves, but 
the building of them. Each one laid like a course of stone, 
each thought trued, leveled until it bears weight.

That’s why this space feels special in its own way. It’s 
because every lodge, every Mason, and every craftsman 
knows that meaning doesn’t come from grandeur. It comes 
from doing the work. Carefully, intentionally, and with 
respect for the process. The upstairs’ world is full of instant 
answers. Bright screens. Down here, it’s just me and 
machinery’s hum. I find more light here than almost any-

where else. Maybe that’s the lesson. The truest light isn’t 
the brightest, but the steadiest.

I may never finish the basement. I’ve stopped thinking 
of it as a project that needs completion. It’s more of a 
reflection. A reminder that the work of building, in 
Masonry and in life, is never really done. We keep show-

ing up, adjusting the level, checking the plumb, and trust-
ing that what we build in quiet will stand firm when the 
light above shines. When shutting off the light switch, I 
sometimes look back at the dim space behind me — the 
place of the hum, the tools, the patience — and think: this 
is where the real work happens.  ■

Light in the Basement
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The Rose of Sharon altar, centerpiece of the lodge room, 
was recently re-upholstered. Both the altar and the 

distinctive red upholstered chairs have an important prove-

nance. They were originally part of the furnishings of the 
Scottish Rite, at the Grand Lodge in Boston. When the 

24th Masonic District 
Participates at Old Home Day

A Grand Installation at  
Rose of Sharon Lodge

Sunday, August 31st, was a beautiful day at the Charlton 
Old Home Day (OHD) festivities on the common. The 

tradition of Old Home Day began over 128 years ago. 
This celebration is filled with fun, entertainment, music, 
games, crafts, food vendors, and (of course) the citizen-

ship awards and parades. Two local lodges from the 24th 
District have been participating in this event for a decade 
now, to set up to sell their goods. Quinebaug Lodge of 
Southbridge, and Oxford Lodge of Oxford, had a busy and 
exciting day, trying to keep up with the demands of what 
people wanted.

All kinds of food were being sold. Entertainment and 
activities were available for the children. The Charlton 
OHD committee members announced activities going on, 
and the live bands and music were awesome. I loved 
watching the frog jumping contest, watching the children 
trying to get their frogs to jump. Various organizations, 
nonprofit organizations, all kinds of crafts, and many ven-

dors were present and selling their goods. At the end, there 
was a parade with beautiful old cars, firetrucks, and much 
more. Quinebaug Lodge was selling fresh, hand-cut, 
homemade French fries. The long lines of people waiting 
for those French fries said it was worth the wait. The 
lodge went through many, many pounds of potatoes. 

Oxford Lodge was selling lobster rolls, clam chow-

der, chili, and snow cones. The delicious lobster rolls 
were a big hit and sold fast. The children were going 
wild, crazy over the flavored snow cones, and the chili 
went fast. Both lodges, at times, had long lines of people 
waiting for their great, delicious, tasty treats. 

-Bro. Jimmy Falzone

Rose of Sharon Altar Altered

The Masonic community was blessed with a beautiful 
October 4th for the installation of the officers for Rose 

of Sharon Lodge. Not only was it beautiful outside, but the 
lodge was overflowing with family and friends to witness 
the installation. This was not a typical installation, because 
the Grand Master, M. Wor. George Forest Hamilton, and his 

dignitaries, performed the ceremony.
Wor. Jeremy L. Foss was relinquishing his position after 

three great years under his direction, being succeeded by 
Rt. Wor. Richard W. Heale. Under Wor. Bro. Foss, the lodge 
became more active, and brought several new candidates 
into the Masonic fraternity. He also encouraged existing 
brothers to attend the monthly Lodge of Instruction meet-
ings. Due to our increased attendance, the Rose of Sharon 
Lodge started winning the attendance trophy more often.

We have great confidence that Rt. Wor. Bro. Heale will 
continue our growth, not only in the community, but guid-

ing the brethren in becoming better and stronger individu-

als. After the ceremony, all enjoyed a fine collation pre-

pared by The Overlook. -Bro. Bill Kenyon
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The Overlook Masonic Health System of MA, Inc., 
(MHS) located in Charlton, and Care Central VNA & 

Hospice, Inc., in Webster, Gardner, and Greenfield, 
announced plans to establish a collaborative agreement, 
with MHS transitioning its Overlook Visiting Nurse 
Association, Inc. (OVNA) Home Health, Hospice, and 
Palliative Care services to Care Central VNA & Hospice 
beginning August 28, 2025. The Overlook/MHS, parent 
corporation of OVNA, recently elected to move away from 
direct operations of its home health, hospice and palliative 
care business lines, to refocus its core mission on its senior 
living flagship campus, including independent living, a 
multitude of campus health care services, and a newly ren-

ovated and expanded post acute short term rehabilitation 
center, scheduled to reopen in September 2025.

“For more than 25 years, OVNA has been privileged to 
care for thousands of residents and patients, providing com-

fort, dignity, and support in their homes,” said Tameryn 
Campbell, President and CEO of Masonic Health System. 
“We are heartened to find a mission-minded, non-profit 

New Visiting Nurses
Association at Charlton

organization in Care Central VNA & Hospice.” Care 
Central VNA & Hospice is a leading provider of communi-
ty-based home health, hospice, private duty, and adult day 
care in central Massachusetts. In collaboration with 
Overlook leadership, Care Central VNA & Hospice is coor-
dinating a compassionate, well-structured transition of care 
for patients who choose to seamlessly continue with their 
home health and hospice services. 

“Our foremost priority throughout this transition is to 
ensure patients and families continue to receive uninterrupt-
ed, high-quality care,” said Holly Chaffee, President and 
CEO of Care Central VNA & Hospice. “We are also proud to 
welcome members of the Overlook team who share our com-

mitment to compassionate, community-focused care.” Care 
Central has initiated onboarding efforts for Overlook clini-
cians and support staff, many of whom will continue serving 
the same patients and service areas to preserve continuity and 
trust. Patients and families continuing with Care Central will 
be personally contacted to ease the transition and be provide 
with updated information about their new care team.

“As a proud, free-standing nonprofit organization serv-

ing central Massachusetts, we are thrilled to share a mile-

stone moment in our history. We are doubling in size,” said 
Holly Chaffee. “With this expansion, our service territory 
will reach 128 towns, welcoming 30 new communities into 
our care. This tremendous growth allows us to touch the 
lives of even more patients and families with the compas-

sionate, high-quality care they deserve. Equally important, 
we are honored to welcome talented members of the 
Overlook team whose dedication to our mission will further 
strengthen our presence and amplify our impact across the 
nonprofit community.”

“This transition guarantees that those we have been hon-

ored to serve will continue receiving the same high-quality, 
compassionate care through a trusted organization that shares 
our values and unwavering commitment to our Overlook 
residents and team members, as well as the surrounding com-

munity. Patients electing to transition to Care Central VNA 
& Hospice, will not only experience continuity of care, but 
will also be comforted by the familiar faces of staff they 
already know and trust,” said Tameryn Campbell. For more 
information about Care Central VNA & Hospice, or to 
inquire about services or employment opportunities, please 
visit www.carecentralvna.org,  or call 508-943-0612.

Masonic Health System of Massachusetts, Inc. (MHS) is 
the parent corporation of two subsidiaries: The Overlook 
Life Care Community, and Overlook Health and 
Rehabilitation Center. Together, these organizations provide 
a fully integrated continuum of health care and senior living 
services throughout the Commonwealth. For more informa-

tion, call 866-753-5429, or visit www.overlook-mass.org.
Founded over a century ago, Care Central VNA & 

Hospice provides home health, hospice, palliative care, and 
wellness services to residents across central Massachusetts. 
With a team of compassionate professionals, Care Central is 
committed to helping individuals live safely and comfortably 
at home, while receiving high-quality, personalized care. ■

Scottish Rite refurbished its rooms, the altar and chairs 
were obtained by M. Wor. Al Ames and Rt. Wor. Herbert 
Johnson around 2007–2008. They were brought to Rose of 
Sharon Lodge in Charlton by Bro. Chris Ives, where they 
have served faithfully ever since. 

The reupholstery replaces the older covering, which had 
begun to tear with age. More importantly, foam padding 
was added to the base, making kneeling at the altar signifi-

cantly more comfortable. This renewal preserves both the 
altar’s dignity, and its historic connection to the Scottish 
Rite, while enhancing its use for present and future genera-

tions of Masons. Bro. Dana Gould spearheaded the project 
by obtaining a contractor that could perform the re-uphol-
stery, and replace the padding in a timely manner. Overlook 
resident Cynthia Young assisted in the project by providing 
her pickup truck to deliver and retrieve the heavy altar base. 
Bros. Steve Dragon and Harry Manuel assisted Bro. Gould 
in reassembling the base to the altar.

-Bro. Bill Kenyon and Bro. Dana Gould
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Grand Lodge Youth Committee

On September 6, 2025, Massachusetts Freemasonry 
witnessed an historic milestone. For the first time, a 

First Degree was conducted entirely in Portuguese, held at 
the Shriners Auditorium in Wilmington, MA. The event 
brought together brothers from various lodges across the 
state, as well as visitors from other states and countries, 
marking an important step in integrating the Brazilian com-

munity into American Masonic tradition.
The event was carefully planned with several months of 

preparation and rehearsals with the leadership of Rt. Wor. 
Sérgio de Assis, Committee Chairman, and the ritual direc-

tion of Rt. Wor. Leone Brandão, Grand Lecturer. The cere-

mony was conducted by The Independence Lodge, with 
officers from other Massachusetts lodges joining forces to 
form the first-ever Portuguese degree team.

The event was honored by the presence of the Grand 
Lodge of Massachusetts Suite, led by the Grand Master, M. 
Wor. George Forest Hamilton. On behalf of the entire orga-

nizing committee, we extend our deepest gratitude to the 
Grand Master and all the Grand Officers present, whose sup-

port and prestige elevated this historic moment even further.
A total of 70 Brazilian candidates were initiated, accom-

panied by their families and brothers, bringing together 
more than 500 attendees. Beyond the ritualistic ceremony, 
the program included family fellowship spaces, cultural 
activities, and moments of fraternal celebration.

More than just a degree, this event represents inclusion, 

unity, and growth. By allowing the ceremony to be con-

ducted in Portuguese, the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts 
reaffirmed its commitment to diversity and the strengthen-

ing of fraternal bonds. Brazilian Day 2025 will be remem-

bered as the beginning of a new chapter in the history of 
American Freemasonry, a bridge between cultures, united 
by the same Masonic ideals of brotherhood, truth, and per-
sonal improvement. -Rt. Wor. Samir Bichara

Brethren found delight in fellowship with their Colombian 
counterparts. Meals became festive boards, where stories 
were exchanged, and bonds were strengthened. Guided 
tours through Bogotá and its surroundings provided glimps-

es of Colombia’s natural beauty and cultural treasures, 
reminding all present that the light of Masonry shines in 
every land, transcending borders. Such gatherings remind 
us that Freemasonry is universal. Though languages may 
differ and customs vary, the ritual speaks in a common 
tongue. Each grip, each word, each symbol unites us across 
time and space, affirming that we are one Brotherhood 
under the guidance of the Grand Architect of the Universe.

As the Massachusetts Brethren departed Bogotá, they left 
behind more than memories. They left strengthened ties, 
renewed commitments, and a shared vision of Masonry’s 
enduring mission: to build bridges of friendship, to cultivate 
virtue, and to labor in the quarry of humanity with trowels of 
peace and harmony. May these experiences serve as a corner-
stone for future exchanges, where more Brothers may jour-
ney abroad not only to see the world, but to see more deeply 
into the heart of our Craft. -Bro. Nicko Guerrero

A Journey of Light from page 10

70 INITIATED IN FIRST 
PORTUGUESE DEGREE

Grand Lodge has a Youth 
Committee, led by Rt. 

Wor. Arnie Johnson. Its charge 
is to promote and support 
youth organizations that share 
Freemasonry’s values and 
principles. It focuses on three 
youth groups: Rainbow, 
DeMolay, and Scouting. For 
some of you, this may be the 

first time you hear of Scouting in connection with Masonry.  
What do Rainbow, DeMolay, and Scouting have in com-

mon? They were all founded by prominent Freemasons: 
Scouting (founded as the Boy Scouts of America) in 1910, 
DeMolay in 1919, and Rainbow in 1922.

Most of you are familiar with Rainbow assemblies and 
DeMolay chapters located in Masonic buildings, and 
sponsored by Masonic organizations. Scouting units are 

also sponsored by Masonic organizations. Currently, 17 
Rainbow assemblies, and 24 DeMolay chapters are at 
various stages of activity around the state. Currently, six 
Cub Scout Packs, eleven Boy Scout Troops, two Venturing 
Crews, and one Sea Scout Ship are sponsored by 
Massachusetts Freemasonry.

Keep an eye on this col-
umn in future issues of 

TROWEL for more news on 
the youth front. We can all 
agree that youth are the 
future of Freemasonry, so the 
Youth Committee is invest-
ing in that future! If your 
lodge or organization would 
like to sponsor or support a 
youth group, please email 
youth@massmasons.org. ■
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More Space. More Support. 
Enhanced Recovery.

OUR EXPANDED 

WING IS NOW OPEN! 

Sponsored by the Masonic Health System of Massachusetts 

The Overlook has been awarded Best of Central Mass Senior Living 

Community by Worcester Telegram & Gazette eight consecutive years.  

Independent Living | Enhanced Living 

Memory Care | Skilled Nursing | Short-Term Rehab 

Private Duty | Home Health | Adult Day Program 

Hospice | Palliative Care

Plan for the elevated  
post-acute rehab you deserve. 

Call 508-980-5460 or visit

Overlook-Mass.org/short-term-rehab.

88 Masonic Home Road 
Charlton, MA 01507 
Overlook-Mass.org

A proud tradition of service since 1911

Our newly expanded sub-acute rehabilitation wing is now 

open – featuring 40 all-private suites designed with comfort, 

privacy, and healing in mind.

What’s New? 

13 new rehabilitation rooms  

Individualized therapy plans tailored to your goals

Access to rehab services up to 7 days a week

A state-of-the-art culinary spaces 

It’s the latest evolution in our trusted legacy of care, 

grounded in Masonic values, delivered with  

personalized attention.
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Are you ready to

LEAD?
Leadership in our Fraternity is essential to preserving its 

values, inspiring growth, and guiding the Entered 
Apprentice of today to become the Master Mason of tomorrow. 
The Masonic Leadership Institute (MLI) is sponsored by the 
Grand Lodge of Masons in Massachusetts to strengthen lead-

ership within our Fraternity, and to contribute to the personal 
growth of Massachusetts Masons. The MLI employs MLI 
graduates and leadership development professionals to strength-

en leadership and interpersonal skills important at lodge, work, 
and at home. Leadership is arguably more important now than 
it has ever been. 

SCAN THE QR CODE
FOR MORE INFORMATION

AND TO APPLY TODAY!
SPACE IS LIMITED.

Information is available on
https://massmasons.org/programs/mli

THE RT. WOR. DAVID C.
KRAMER CLASS

JANUARY 23-25, 2026

MAY 30, 2026

OCTOBER 23-25, 2026


